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A portrait of Confucius by the Ming dynasty artist Qiu Ying, c. 1494–1552
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Qufu, a city in southwestern Shandong Province, near the eastern coast of China — Confucius birthplace
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Confucius cave on Mount Ni — according to legend, Confucius was abandoned in this cave after birth by his mother due to his ugliness. The baby was then taken care of by a tiger and an eagle, which convinced his mother to reclaim him.
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The Kong Family Mansion in Qufu was the historical residence of the direct descendants of Confucius in the City of Qufu. The extant structures mainly date from the Ming and Qing dynasties. From the mansion, the family tended to the Confucian sites in Qufu and also governed the largest private rural estate in China. 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE
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THE NAME CONFUCIUS is the latinized form of the Chinese characters, K´ung Foo-tsze, meaning, The master, K´ung. The bearer of this name was born of an ancient and distinguished family in the district of Tsow, in the present province of Shen-tung, China, B. C. 551. His father was a soldier of reputation and governor of Tsow, but not a man of wealth. Confucius married at nineteen, and in his early manhood held a minor office; but within a few years he became a public teacher, and soon attracted numerous disciples. Rising in reputation, he was invited to the court of Chow, where he investigated the traditional ceremonies and maxims of the ruling dynasty; and in the following year visited another state where he studied the ancient music. When he was nearly fifty, in the year 500 B. C., he again took office, becoming in turn chief magistrate of the town of Chung-too, Assistant-Superintendent of Works to the Ruler of Loo, and finally Minister of Crime. In spite of almost miraculous efficiency, he lost the support of his ruler in 496 B. C.; and until his death in 478 B. C., he wandered from state to state, sometimes well-treated, sometimes enduring severe hardships, always saddened by the refusal of the turbulent potentates to be guided by his beneficent counsels. No sooner was he dead, however, than his wisdom was recognized by peasant and emperor alike; admiration rose to veneration, veneration to worship. Sacrifices were offered to him, temples built in his honor, and a cult established which has lasted almost two thousand years.

Confucius did not regard himself as an innovator, but as the conservator of ancient truth and ceremonial propriety. He dealt with neither theology nor metaphysics, but with moral and political conduct.

The Lun Yu, Analects or Sayings of Confucius, were probably compiled, says Legge, by the disciples of the disciples of the sage, making free use of the written memorials concerning him which they had received, and the oral statements which they had heard, from their several masters. And we shall not be far wrong, if we determine its date as about the beginning of the third, or the end of the fourth century before Christ.


INTRODUCTION
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CONFUCIUS WAS BORN in the year 550 B.C.,1 in the land of Lu, in a small village, situated in the western part of the modern province of Shantung. His name was Kung Chiu, and his style (corresponding to our Christian name) was Chung-ni. His countrymen speak of him as Kung Fu-tzu, the Master, or philosopher Kung. This expression was altered into Confucius by the Jesuit missionaries who first carried his fame to Europe.

Since the golden days of the Emperors Yao and Shun, the legendary founders of the Chinese Empire, nearly two thousand years had passed. Shun chose as his successor Yü, who had been his chief minister, a man whose devotion to duty was such that when engaged in draining the empire of the great flood — a task that took eight years to accomplish — he never entered his home till the work was done, although in the course of his labours he had thrice to pass his door. He founded the Hsia dynasty, which lasted till 1766 b.c. The last emperor of this line, a vile tyrant, was overthrown by Tang, who became the first ruler of the house of Shang, or Yin. This dynasty again degenerated in course of time and came to an end in Chou, or Chou Hsin (1154-22 b.c.), a monster of lust, extravagance, and cruelty. The empire was only held together by the strength and wisdom of the Duke of Chou, or King Wen, to give him his popular title, one of the greatest men in Chinese history. He controlled two-thirds of the empire; but, believing that the people were not yet ready for a change, he refrained from dethroning the emperor. In his day the husbandman paid one in nine; the pay of the officers was hereditary; men were questioned at barriers and at markets, but there were no tolls; fishgarths were not preserved; the children of criminals were sackless. The old and wifeless — the widower; the old and husbandless — the widow; the old and childless — the lone one; the young and fatherless — the orphan; these four are the people most in need below heaven, and they have no one to whom to cry, so when King Wen reigned his love went out first to them (Mencius, Book II, chapter 5). After his death, his son, King Wu, decided that the nation was ripe for change. He overcame Chou Hsin by force of arms, and, placing himself on the throne, became the founder of the Chou dynasty.

In the time of Confucius the Chou dynasty still filled the throne. But it had long since become effete, and all power had passed into the hands of the great vassals. The condition of China was much like that of Germany in the worst days of the Holy Roman Empire. The emperor was powerless, the various vassal states were independent in all but name, and often at war one with the other. These states again were disintegrated, and their rulers impotent against encroaching feudatories. In Confucius native state, Lu, the duke was a mere shadow. The younger branches of his house had usurped all power. Three in number, they were called the Three Clans. The most important of the three was the Chi, or Chi-sun clan, whose chiefs Chi Huan and Chi Kang are often mentioned by Confucius. But the power of the Chi, too, was ill-secured. The minister Yang Huo overawed his master, and once even threw him into prison. Nor was the condition of the other states of the empire better than that of Lu. Confucius thought it worse.

Into this turbulent world Confucius was born. Though his father was only a poor military officer, he could trace his descent from the imperial house of Yin. Confucius married at nineteen, and is known to have had one son and one daughter. Shortly after his marriage he entered the service of the state as keeper of the granary. A year later he was put in charge of the public fields. In 527 b.c. his mother died, and, in obedience to Chinese custom, he had to retire from public life. When the years of mourning were over, he did not again take office, but devoted himself instead to study and teaching. As the years rolled by his fame grew, and a band of pupils gathered round him. In 517 b.c. the anarchy in Lu reached such a pitch that Confucius moved to the neighbouring land of Chi. Here he had several interviews with the reigning duke, but met with little encouragement (xviii. 3). So he soon returned to his native country, and resumed for fifteen years his work as student and teacher.

During these fifteen years the power of the duke sank lower and lower, and the Chi was menaced by his minister Yang Huo. In times so dark, men that loved quiet sought in the world of thought an escape from the gloom around them, whilst others that were less resigned turned over in their minds the causes of the realms decay. Lao-tzu, the founder of the mystic Taoist philosophy, taught that in inaction alone peace can be found; Mo-tzu proclaimed the doctrine of universal love: that we should love all men as we love self, love the parents of others as we love our own parents. Upright men were driven or fled from the world. Confucius often met them in his wanderings, and was reproved for not doing as they did. But his practical mind told him that inaction could not help the world, and that to find a remedy for the nations ills, their cause must first be learned. This could only be done by historical study. He therefore devoted himself to the study of past times, edited in later life the Book of History, and compiled the work called Spring and Autumn, a history of his native state from 722 to 481 b.c. To bring again the golden days of Yao and Shun a return must be made to the principles of Wen and Wu, the kings that had rebuilt the empire after tyranny and selfishness had laid it low. Of impracticable ideals and renunciation of the world no good could come.

At last in 501 b.c. Yang Huo was forced to flee from Lu, and prospects brightened. A year later Confucius was appointed governor of a town. So great was his success as governor that before long he was promoted to be Superintendent of Works, and then to be Chief Criminal Judge. He won great influence with his master, and did much to lighten the general misery. He so strengthened the power of the duke that neighbouring states grew jealous. To sow dissension between duke and minister the men of Chi sent the duke a gift of singing girls. Such joy they gave him that for three days no court was held. On this Confucius left the land, 497 b.c.

For the next thirteen years Confucius wandered from land to land, followed by his disciples, seeking in vain for a ruler that was willing to employ him, and whom he was willing to serve. At times he was exposed to danger, at other times to want. But as a rule he was treated with consideration, although his teachings were ignored. Yet thirteen years of homeless wandering, of hopes deferred and frustrated, must have been hard to bear. When he left office Confucius was already fifty-three years old, and his life so far seemed a failure. The sense of his wasted powers may well have tempted him now and again to take office under an unworthy ruler; but knowing that no good could come of it he refrained, and probably he never seriously thought of doing so.

In 483 b.c., when Confucius was sixty-six years old, through the influence of his disciple Jan Yu, who was in the service of the Chi, the Master was invited to return to his native land. Here he remained till his death in 479 b.c. He had many interviews with the reigning duke and the head of the Chi clan, but gained no influence over either of them. So he turned once more to his favourite studies; edited the Book of Poetry — perhaps the most interesting collection of ancient songs extant — and wrote Spring and Autumn. His closing years were darkened by the loss of those dearest to him. First his son died, then Yen Yüan, the disciple whom he loved best. At his death the Master was overcome by grief, and he left none behind him that loved learning. Lastly Tzu-lu, the frank and bold, was killed in battle. A little later, in his seventy-first year, Confucius himself passed away, 479 b.c.

This book of the Masters Sayings is believed by the Chinese to have been written by the disciples of Confucius. But there is nothing to prove this, and some passages in the book point the other way. Book viii speaks of the death of Tseng-tzu, who did not die till 437 b.c., forty-two years after the Master. The chief authority for the text as it stands to-day is a manuscript found in the house of Confucius in 150 b.c., hidden there, in all likelihood, between the years 213 and 211 b.c., when the reigning emperor was seeking to destroy every copy of the classics. We find no earlier reference to the book under its present name. But Mencius (372-289 b.c.) quotes seven passages from it, in language all but identical with the present text, as the words of Confucius. No man ever talked the language of these sayings. Such pith and smoothness is only reached by a long process of rounding and polishing. We shall probably come no nearer to the truth than Legges conclusion that the book was put together by the pupils of the disciples of Confucius, from the words and notebooks of their masters, about the year 400 b.c.

LEONARD A. LYALL.

AMALFI,

January, 1909

ENDNOTES.

1 According to the great historian Ssu-ma Chien. Other authorities say, 552 and 551 b.c.


NOTE
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SUCH INFORMATION AS seemed necessary to enable the reader to understand the text, or that appeared to me to be of general interest, I have given in the notes at the foot of the page. Further details about the men and places mentioned in the text will be found in the Index.

Dates I have taken from Legge, Hirth and other standard authors.

In Chinese names, consonants are generally pronounced as in English, vowels as in Italian.

E, when not joined with i, is pronounced nearly as German ö, or much as u in English luck.



	
ao


	
rhymes 


	
approximately


	
with


	
how





	
ei


	



	



	



	
they





	
ou 


	



	



	



	
though





	
uo


	



	



	



	
poor,






the u being equivalent to w.

Chih and Shih rhyme approximately with her. Tzu is pronounced much as sir in the vulgar yessir, but with a hissing sound prefixed.


BOOK I
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1. THE MASTER said, To learn and then do, is not that a pleasure? When friends come from afar do we not rejoice? To live unknown and not fret, is not that to be a gentleman?

2. Yu-tzu2 said. Few men that are good sons and good brothers are fond of withstanding those over them. A man that is not fond of withstanding those over him and is yet fond of broils is nowhere found. A gentleman heeds the roots. When the root has taken, the Way is born. And to be a good son and a good brother, is not that the root of love?

3. The Master said, Smooth words and fawning looks are seldom found with love.

4. Tseng-tzu3 said, Thrice daily I ask myself: In dealing for others, have I been unfaithful? Have I been untrue to friends? Do I practise what I preach?

5. The Master said, To guide a land of a thousand chariots, honour business and be true; spend little and love men; time thy calls on the people.

6. The Master said, The young should be dutiful at home, modest abroad, careful and true, overflowing in kindness for all, but in brotherhood with love. And if they have strength to spare they should spend it on the arts.

7. Tzu-hsia4 said, If a man eschews beauty and honours worth, if he serves his father and mother with all his strength, if he is ready to give his life for his lord, and keeps faith with his friends, though others may say he has no learning, I must call him learned.

8. The Master said, A gentleman will not be looked up to unless he is staid, nor will his learning be sound. Put faithfulness and truth first; have no friends unlike thyself; be not ashamed to mend thy faults.

9. Tseng-tzu4 said, Heed the dead, follow up the past, and the soul of the people will again grow great.

10. Tzu-chin5 said to Tzu-kung,6 When he comes to a country the Master always hears how it is governed; does he ask, or is it told him?

Tzu-kung said, The Master gets it by his warmth and honesty, by politeness, modesty and yielding. The way the Master asks is unlike other mens asking.

11. The Master said, Whilst thy father lives look for his purpose; when he is gone, look how he walked. To change nothing in thy fathers ways for three years may be called pious.

12, Yu-tzu7 said, To behave with ease is the best part of courtesy. This was the beauty of the old kings ways; this they followed in small and great. But knowing this, it will not do to give way to ease, unchecked by courtesy. This too is wrong.

13. Yu-tzu said, If pledges are close to right, word can be kept. If attentions are close to courtesy, shame will be kept far. If we do not choose our leaders wrong, we may worship them too.

14. The Master said, A gentleman that does not seek to eat his fill, nor look for ease in his home, who is earnest at work and careful of speech, who walks with those that keep the Way, and is guided by them, may be said to love learning.

15. Tzu-kung8 said, Poor, but no flatterer; rich, but not proud: how would that be?

It would do, said the Master; but better still were poor but merry; rich, but loving courtesy.

Tzu-kung said, When the poem says:

If ye cut, if ye file, If ye polish and grind,

is that what is meant?

The Master said, Now I can begin to talk of poetry to Tzu. Tell him what is gone, and he knows what shall come.

16. The Master said, Not to be known is no sorrow. My sorrow is not knowing men.

ENDNOTES.

2 A disciple.

3 A disciple.

4 A disciple.

5 A disciple.

6 A disciple.

7 A disciple.

8 A disciple.


BOOK II
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1. THE MASTER said, He that rules by mind is like the north star, steady in his seat, whilst the stars all bend to him.

2. The Master said, The three hundred poems are summed up in the one line, Think no evil.

3. The Master said, Guide the people by law, aline them by punishment; they may shun crime, but they will want shame. Guide them by mind, aline them by courtesy; they will learn shame and grow good.

4. The Master said, At fifteen, I had the will to learn; at thirty, I could stand; at forty, I had no doubts; at fifty, I understood the heavenly Bidding; at sixty, my ears were opened9; at seventy, I could do as my heart lusted without trespassing from the square.

5. Meng Yi asked the duty of a son.

The Master said, Not to transgress.

As Fan Chiih10 was driving him, the Master said, Meng-sun11 asked me the duty of a son; I answered, Not to transgress.

What did ye mean? said Fan Chiih.

To serve our father and mother with courtesy whilst they live; to bury them with courtesy when they die, and to worship them with courtesy.

6. Meng Wu asked the duty of a son.



The Master said, He should not grieve his father and mother by anything but illness.

7. Tzu-yu12 asked the duty of a son.

The Master said, He that can feed his parents is now called a good son. But both dogs and horses are fed, and unless we honour our parents, what is the difference?

8. Tzu-hsia13 asked the duty of a son.

The Master said, Our manner is the hard part. For the young to be a stay in toil and leave the wine and food to their elders, is this to fulfil their duty?

9. The Master said, If I talk all day to Hui,14 like a dullard, he never differs from me. But when he is gone, if I watch him when alone, he can carry out what I taught. No, Hui is no dullard!

10. The Master said, See what he does; watch what moves him; search what pleases him: can the man lie hidden? Can the man lie hidden?

11. The Master said, To keep old knowledge warm and get new makes the teacher.

12. The Master said, A gentleman is not a vessel.

13. Tzu-kung15 asked, What is a gentleman?

The Master said, He puts words into deeds first, and follows these up with words.

14. The Master said, A gentleman is broad and fair; the small man takes sides and is narrow.

15. The Master said, Learning without thought is naught; thought without learning is dangerous.



16. The Master said, To fight strange doctrines does harm.

17. The Master said, Yu,16 shall I teach thee what is wisdom? To know what we know, and know what we do not know, is wisdom.

18. Tsu-chang17 learned with an eye to pay.

The Master said, Hear much, leave all that is doubtful alone, speak warily of everything else, and few will be offended. See much, leave all that is dangerous alone, deal warily with everything else, and thou wilt have little to rue. If thy words seldom give offence, and thy deeds leave little to rue, pay will follow.

19. Duke Ai18 asked, What should I do to win the people?

Confucius answered, Lift up the straight, put away the crooked; and the people will be won. Lift up the crooked, put away the straight; and the people will not be won.

20. Chi Kang19 asked how to make the people lowly, faithful and painstaking.

The Master said, Meet them with dignity, they will be lowly; be a good son and merciful, they will be faithful; lift up the good and teach the unskilled, and they will take pains.

21. One said to Confucius, Why do ye not govern, Sir?

The Master said, What does the Book20 say of a good son? To be a good son and a friend to thy brothers is to show how to govern. This, too, is to govern. Must one be in office to govern?

22. The Master said, A man without truth, I know not what good he is! A cart without a crosspole, a carriage without a yoke, how can they be moved?

23. Tzu-chang21 asked whether we can know what is to be ten generations hence.

The Master said, The Yin22 took over the manners of the Hsia; the harm and the good that they did them can be known. The Chou took over the manners of the Yin; the harm and the good that they did them can be known. And we may know what shall be, even an hundred generations hence, whoever follows Chou.

24. The Master said, To worship the ghosts of men not akin to us is fawning. To see the right and not do it is want of courage.

ENDNOTES.

9 Lit., obedient.

10 A disciple.

11 Meng Yi.

12 A disciple.

13 A disciple.

14 The disciple Yen Yüan.

15 A disciple.

16 The disciple Tzu-lu.

17 A disciple.

18 Of Lu.

19 The head of the Chi clan.

20 The Book of History.

21 A disciple.

22 Up to the time of Confucius, China had been ruled by three lines of kings. First the Tang, next the Yin or Shang, then the Chou.


BOOK III
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1. OF THE Chi having eight rows of dancers23 in his courtyard, Confucius said, If this is to be borne, what is not to be borne?

2. When the sacrifice was ended, the Three Clans had the Yung hymn sung.

The Master said,

Princes and dukes assist. Solemn is the Son of heaven;

what meaning has this in the courtyard of the Three Clans?

3. The Master said, A man without love, what is courtesy to him? A man without love, what is music to him?

4. Lin Fang asked what good form is at root.

The Master said, A big question! At high-tides, thrift is better than waste; at burials, grief is worth more than nicety.

5. The Master said, Every wild tribe has its lord, whereas the lands of Hsia24 have none!

6. The Chi sacrificed to Mount Tai.25

The Master said to Jan Yu,26 Canst thou not stop this?

He answered, I cannot.

Alas! said the Master; dost thou think Mount Tai less wise than Lin Fang?



7. The Master said, A gentleman never strives with others. Or must he, perhaps, in shooting? But then, as he bows and makes way in going up or steps down to drink,27 his strife is that of a gentleman.

8. Tzu-hsia asked, What is the meaning of:

Her cunning smiles, Her dimples light, Her lovely eyes, So clear and bright, All unadorned, The background white.

Colouring, said the Master, is second to the plain ground.

Then good form is second, said Tzu-hsia.

Shang,28 said the Master, thou hast hit my meaning! Now I can talk of poetry to thee.

9. The Master said, I can speak of the manners of Hsia; but as proof of them Chi29 is not enough. I can speak of the manners of Yin; but as proof of them Sung is not enough. This is due to their dearth of books and great men. If there were enough of these, I could use them as proofs.

10. The Master said, After the drink offering at the Great Sacrifice, I have no wish to see more.

11. One asked the meaning of the Great Sacrifice.

The Master said, I do not know. He that knew the meaning would overlook all below heaven as I do this — and he pointed to his palm.



12. He worshipped as if those whom he worshipped were before him; he worshipped the spirits as if they were before him.

The Master said: For me, to take no part in the sacrifice is the same as not sacrificing.

13. Wang-sun Chia30 said, What is the meaning of, It is better to court the hearth-god than the god of the home?

Not so, said the Master. A sin against Heaven leaves no room for prayer.

14. The Master said, Chou31 looks back on two lines of kings. How rich, how rich it is in art! I follow Chou.

15. On going into the Great Temple the Master asked about everything.

One said, Who says that the Tsou mans son knows the rites? On going into the Great Temple he asked about everything.

When he heard this, the Master said, Such is the rite.

16. The Master said, In shooting, the arrow need not go right through the target, for men are not the same in strength. This was the old rule.

17. Tzu-kung wished to do away with the sheep offering at the new moon.

The Master said, Thou lovest the sheep, Tzu: I love the rite.



18. The Master said: Serve the king with all courtesy, men call it fawning.

19. Duke Ting asked how a lord should treat his lieges, and how lieges should serve their lord.

Confucius answered, The lord should treat his lieges with courtesy; lieges should serve their lord faithfully.

20. The Master said, The poem The Osprey is glad, but not wanton; it is sad, but not morbid.

21. Duke Ai asked Tsai Wo about the earth-altars.

Tsai Wo answered, The Emperors of the house of Hsia grew firs round them; the men of Yin grew cypress; the men of Chou grew chestnut, which was to say, Let the people tremble.32

On hearing this, the Master said, I do not speak of what is ended, chide what is settled, or find fault with what is past.33

22. The Master said, How shallow was Kuan Chung!

But, said one, was not Kuan Chung thrifty?

The Kuan, said the Master, owned San Kuei, and no one of his household held two posts: was that thrift?

At least Kuan Chung knew good form.

The Master said, Kings screen their gates with trees; the Kuan, too, had trees to screen his gate. When two kings are carousing, they have a stand for the turned-down cups; the Kuan had a turned-down cup-stand, too! If the Kuan knew good form, who does not know good form?34

23. The Master said to the Great Master35 of Lu, We can learn how to play music; at first each part in unison; then a swell of harmony, each part distinct, rolling on to the finish.

24. The warden of Yi asked to see Confucius, saying, No gentleman has ever come here whom I have failed to see.

The followers took him in.

On leaving he said, My two-three boys, why lament your fall? The Way has long been lost below heaven! Now Heaven shall make the Master into a warning bell.

25. The Master said of the music of Shao, It is thoroughly beautiful, and thoroughly good, too. Of the music of Wu, he said, It is thoroughly beautiful, but not thoroughly good.

26. The Master said, Rank without beauty; ceremony without reverence; mourning without grief, why should I cast them a glance?

ENDNOTES.

23 An Imperial prerogative.

24 China.

25 A prerogative of the Duke of Lu.

26 A disciple in the service of the Chi.

27 The loser had to drink a cup of wine.

28 Tzu-hsia.

29 Chi was the homeland of the House of Hsia, Sung that of the House of Yin.

30 Wang-sun Chia was minister of Wei, and had more influence than his master. The hearth-god ranks below the god of the home (the Roman lares), but since he sees all that goes on in the house, and ascends to heaven at the end of the year to report what has happened, it is well to be on good terms with him.

31 The royal house of Chou, which was then ruling China.

32 Tremble and chestnut have the same sound in Chinese.

33 In old times men had been sacrificed at the earth-altars, and Tsai Wos answer might seem to approve the practice.

34 Kuan Chung (+ 645 b.c.), a famous man in his day, was chief minister to the Duke of Chi, whom he raised to such wealth and power that he became the leading prince of the empire. His chief merit lay in taming the barbarous frontier tribes. The rest of his work was built upon sand and died with him.

35 Of music.


BOOK IV
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1. THE MASTER said, Love makes a spot beautiful: who chooses not to dwell in love, has he got wisdom?

2. The Master said, Loveless men cannot bear need long, they cannot bear fortune long. Loving men find peace in love, the wise find profit in it.

3. The Master said, Love alone can love others, or hate others.

4. The Master said, A will set on love is free from evil.

5. The Master said, Wealth and honours are what men desire; but do not go from the Way, to keep them. Lowliness and want are hated by men; but do not go from the Way, to escape them.

Shorn of love, is a gentleman worthy of the name? Not for one moment may a gentleman sin against love; he must not do so in flurry and haste, nor do so in utter overthrow.

6. The Master said, I have seen no one that loves love and hates uncharity. He that loves love will set nothing higher. The hater of uncharity is so given to love that no uncharity can enter into his life. If a man were to give his strength to love for one day, I have seen no one whose strength would fail him. There may be such men, but I have not seen one.

7. The Master said, A man and his faults are of a piece. By watching his faults we learn whether love be his.

8. The Master said, To learn the Way at daybreak and die at eve were enough.

9. The Master said, A knight36 in quest of the Way, who is ashamed of bad clothes and bad food, it is idle talking to.

10. The Master said, A gentleman has no likes or dislikes below heaven. He follows right.

11. The Master said, The gentleman cherishes mind, the small man cherishes dirt. Gentlemen trust in the law, the small man trusts in favour.

12. The Master said, The chase of gain is rich in hate.

13. The Master said, What is it to sway a kingdom by courteous yielding? If we cannot sway a kingdom by courteous yielding, what is our courtesy worth?

14. The Master said, Care not for want of place; care for thy readiness to fill one. Care not for being unknown, but seek to be worthy of note.

15. The Master said, One line, Shen,37 runs through my Way.

Yes, said Tseng-tzu.

After the Master had left, the disciples asked what was meant.

Tseng-tzu said, The Masters Way is no more than faithfulness and fellow-feeling.

16. The Master said, The gentleman is learned in right; the small man is learned in gain.



17. The Master said, At sight of worth, think to grow like it; at sight of baseness, search thyself within.

18. The Master said, A father or a mother may be gently chidden. If thou seest they have no will to follow thee, be the more lowly, but do not give way; nor murmur at the trouble they give thee.

19. The Master said, Whilst thy father and mother are living, do not wander afar. If thou must travel, hold a set course.

20. The Master said, He that changes nothing in his fathers ways for three years may be called pious.

21. The Master said, A father and mothers years must be borne in mind; with gladness on the one hand and fear on the other.

22. The Master said, The men of old were loth to speak, for not to live up to their words would have shamed them.

23. The Master said, We shall seldom get lost if we hold to main lines.

24. The Master said, A gentleman wishes to be slow to speak and quick to do.

25. The Master said, A great soul is never friendless: he has always neighbours.

26. Tzu-yu said, Nagging at kings brings disgrace, nagging at friends estrangement.

ENDNOTES.

36 Shih: a gentleman entitled to bear arms, not a knight in armour.

37 The disciple Tseng-tzu.


BOOK V
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1. OF KUNG-YEH Chang the Master said, A girl might be wedded to him. Though he has been in fetters that was not his crime.

He gave him his daughter to wed.

Of Nan Jung the Master said, When the land keeps the Way he will not be neglected; and if the land loses the Way he will escape punishment and death.

He gave him his brothers daughter to wed.

2. Of Tzu-chien38 the Master said, What a gentleman he is! But if there were no gentlemen in Lu, where could he have picked it up?

3. Tzu-kung asked, And what of me?

Thou art a vessel, said the Master.

What kind of vessel?

A rich temple vessel.

4. One said, Yung39 has love, but he is not glib.

The Master said, What is the good of being glib? Fighting men with tongue-craft mostly makes men hate you. Whether love be his I do not know, but what is the good of being glib?

5. The Master moved Chi-tiao Kai to take office.

He answered, For this I want confidence.

The Master was pleased.

6. The Master said, Forsaken is the Way! I must take ship and stem the seas; and Yu40 shall go with me.

When Tzu-lu heard this he was glad.

The Master said, Yu loves daring more than I do, but he is at a loss how to take things.

7. Meng Wu asked whether Tzu-lu had love.

I do not know, said the Master.

He asked again.

A land of a thousand chariots might give Yu charge of its levies; but whether love be his I do not know.

And how about Chiu?41

A town of a thousand households, a clan of an hundred chariots might make Chiu governor; but whether love be his I do not know.

And how about Chih?42

Standing in the court, girt with his sash, Chih might entertain the guests; but whether love be his I do not know.

8. The Master said to Tzu-kung, Which is the better man, thou or Hui43?

He answered, How dare I look as high as Hui? When Hui hears one thing, he understands ten; when I hear one thing I understand two.

The Master said, Thou art not his like. Neither art thou his like, nor am I.

9. Tsai Yü44 slept in the daytime.

The Master said, Rotten wood cannot be carved, nor are dung walls plastered. Why chide with Yü?

The Master said, When I first met men I listened to their words and took their deeds on trust. When I meet them now, I listen to their words and watch their deeds. I righted this on Yü.

10. The Master said, I have met no firm man.

One answered, Shen Chang.

The Master said, Chang is passionate; how can he be firm?

11. Tzu-kung said, What I do not wish done to me, I likewise wish not to do to others.

The Master said, That is still beyond thee, Tzu.

12. Tzu-kung said, To hear the Master on his art and precepts is granted us; but to hear him on mans nature and the Way of Heaven is not.

13. Until Tzu-lu could do what he had heard, his only fear was to hear more.

14. Tzu-kung asked, Why was Kung-wen called cultured?

The Master said, He was quick and loved learning; he was not ashamed to ask those beneath him: that is why he was called cultured.

15. The Master said, Of the ways of a gentleman Tzu-chan had four. His life was modest; he honoured those that he served. He was kind in feeding the people, and he was just in his calls upon them.

16. The Master said, Yen Ping was a good friend. The longer he knew you, the more attentive he grew.

17. The Master said, Tsang Wen lodged his tortoise with hills on the pillars and reeds on the uprights: was this his wisdom?

18. Tzu-chang said, The chief minister, Tzu-wen, was thrice made minister without showing gladness, thrice he left office with unmoved looks. He always told the new ministers how the old ones had governed: how was that?

He was faithful, said the Master.

But was it love?

I do not know, said the Master: how should this amount to love?

When Tsui murdered the lord of Chi, Chen Wen threw up ten teams of horses and left the land. On coming to another kingdom he said, Like my lord Tsui, and left it. On coming to a second kingdom he said again, Like my lord Tsui, and left it: how was that?

He was clean, said the Master.

But was it love?

I do not know, said the Master: how should this amount to love?

19. Chi Wen thought thrice before acting.

On hearing this the Master said, Twice is enough.

20. The Master said, Whilst the land kept the Way Ning Wu showed wisdom; when his land lost the Way he grew simple. His wisdom we may come up to; such simplicity is beyond us.45



21. When he was in Chen the Master said, Home, I must go home! Zealous, or rash, or finished scholars, my young sons at home do not know what pruning they still need!

22. The Master said, Because Po-yi and Shu-chi never remembered old wickedness they made few enemies.46

23. The Master said, Who can call Wei-sheng Kao straight? A man begged him for vinegar: he begged it of a neighbour, and gave it.

24. The Master said, Smooth words, fawning looks, and overdone humility, Tso Chiu-ming thought shameful, and so do I. He thought it shameful to hide ill-will and ape friendship, and so do I.

25. As Yen Yüan and Chi-lu47 were sitting with him, the Master said, Why not each of you tell me thy wishes?

Tzu-lu said, I should like carriages and horses, and clothes of light fur to share with my friends, and, if they spoiled them, not to get angry.

Yen Yüan said, I should like to make no boast of talent or show or merit.

Tzu-lu said, We should like to hear your wishes, Sir.

The Master said, To give the old folk peace, to be true to friends, and to have a heart for the young.

26. The Master said, It is finished! I have met no one that can see his own faults and arraign himself within.

27. The Master said, In a hamlet of ten houses there must be men that are as faithful and true men as I, but they do not love learning as I do.

ENDNOTES.

38 A disciple born in Lu.

39 The disciple Chung-kung.

40 Tzu-lu.

41 The disciple Jan Yu.

42 The disciple Kung-hsi Hua.

43 The disciple Yen Yüan.

44 The disciple Tsai Wo.

45 Ning Wu was minister of the Duke of Wei in the middle of the seventh century b.c. The duke was driven from his throne and deserted by the wise and prudent; but Ning Wu, in his simplicity, stuck to his master and finally effected his restoration.

46 Po-yi and Shu-chi were sons of the King of Ku-chu. Their father left the throne to the younger of the two; but he would not supplant the elder, nor would the elder go against his fathers wishes. So they both retired into obscurity. When King Wu overthrew the tyrant Chou (1122 b.c.), they starved to death, rather than live under a new dynasty. Of Po-yi Mencius tells us (Book X, chapter 1): His eyes would not look on an evil face, his ears would not listen to an evil sound. He served none but his own lord, he ruled none but his own people. He came in when there was order, and withdrew when tumults came. Where lawless rule showed, or lawless people stayed, he could not bear to dwell. To be together with country folk he thought like sitting in court dress and court cap on dust and ashes. In Chous time he dwelt by the North Sea shore, waiting for all below heaven to grow clean. So, hearing the ways of Po-yi, the fool grows honest, and the weaklings purpose stands.

47 Tzu-lu.


BOOK VI
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1. THE MASTER said, Yung48 might fill the seat of a prince.

And might Tzu-sang Po-tzu? asked Chung-kung.

Yes, said the Master; but he is slack.

To be stern to himself, said Chung-kung, and slack in his claims on the people, might do; but to be slack himself and slack with others must surely be too slack.

The Master said, What Yung says is true.

2. Duke Ai asked which disciples loved learning.

Confucius answered, Yen Hui49 loved learning. He did not carry over anger; he made no mistake twice. Alas! his mission was short, he died. Now that he is gone, I hear of no one that loves learning.

3. When Tzu-hua50 was sent to Chi, the disciple Jan asked for grain for his mother.

The Master said, Give her six pecks.

He asked for more.

The Master said, Give her sixteen.

Jan gave her eight hundred.

The Master said, On his way to Chi, Chih51 was drawn by sleek horses and clad in light furs. I have heard that gentlemen help the needy, not that they swell riches.



When Yüan Ssu was made governor he was given nine hundred measures of grain, which he refused.

Not so, said the Master: why not take it and give it to thy neighbours and countryfolk?

4. The Master said of Chung-kung, If the calf of a brindled cow be red and horned, though men be shy to offer him, will the hills and streams reject him?

5. The Master said, For three months together Huis52 heart never sinned against love. The others may hold out for a day, or a month, but no more.

6. Chi Kang53 asked whether Chung-yu54 was fit to govern.

The Master said, Yu54 is firm; what would governing be to him?

And is Tzu55 fit to govern?

Tzu is thorough; what would governing be to him?

And is Chiu56 fit to govern?

Chin is clever; what would governing be to him?

7. The Chi sent to make Min Tzu-chien57 governor of Pi.

Min Tzu-chien said, Make some good excuse for me. If he sends again I must be across the Wen.

8. When Po-niu57 was ill the Master asked after him. Grasping his hand through the window, he said, He is going. It is the Bidding; but why this man of such an illness? Why this man of such an illness?

9. The Master said. What a man was Hui!58 A bowl of rice, a gourd of water, in a low alley; man cannot bear such misery! Yet Hui never fell from mirth. What a man he was!

10. Jan Chiu59 said, It is not that I take no pleasure in the Masters Way: I want strength.

The Master said, He that wants strength faints midway; but thou drawest a line.

11. The Master said to Tzu-hsia, Study to be a gentleman, not as the small man studies.

12. When Tzu-yu was governor of Wu-cheng, the Master said, Hast thou gotten any men?

He answered, I have Tan-tai Mieh-ming. He will not take a short cut when walking, and he has never come to my house except on business.

13. The Master said, Meng Chih-fan never brags. He was covering the rear in a rout; but on coming to the gate he whipped his horse and cried, Not courage kept me behind; my horse wont go!

14. The Master said, Unless we are glib as the reader To and fair as Chao of Sung, escape is hard in the times that be!

15. The Master said, Who can go out except by the door? Why is it no one keeps to the Way?

16. The Master said, Matter outweighing art begets roughness; art outweighing matter begets pedantry. Matter and art well blent make a gentleman.

17. The Master said, Man is born straight. If he grows crooked and yet lives, he is lucky to escape.

18. The Master said, He that knows is below him that loves, and he that loves below him that delights therein.

19. The Master said, To men above the common we can talk of higher things; to men below the common we must not talk of higher things.

20. Fan Chih60 asked, What is wisdom?

The Master said, To foster right among the people; to honour ghosts and spirits, and yet keep aloof from them, may be called wisdom.

He asked, What is love?

The Master said, To rank the effort above the prize may be called love.

21. The Master said, Wisdom delights in water; love delights in hills. Wisdom is stirring; love is quiet. Wisdom is merry; love grows old.

22. The Master said, By one revolution Chi might grow to be Lu; by one revolution Lu might reach the Way.

23. The Master said, A drinking horn that is no horn! What a horn! What a drinking horn!

24. Tsai Wo61 said, If a man of love were told that a man is in a well, would he go in after him?

The Master said, Why should he? A gentleman might be got to the well, but not trapped into it, He may be cheated, but not fooled.

25. The Master said, By breadth of reading and the ties of courtesy, a gentleman is kept, too, from false paths.

26. The Master saw Nan-tzu.62 Tzu-lu was displeased.

The Master took an oath, saying, If I have done wrong, may Heaven forsake me, may Heaven forsake me!

27. The Master said, The highest minds cleave to the Centre, the Common. They have long been rare among the people.

28. Tzu-kung said, To treat the people with bounty and help the many, how were that? Could it be called love?

The Master said, What has this to do with love? Must it not be holiness? Yao and Shun63 still yearned for this. Seeking a foothold for self, love finds a foothold for others; seeking light for itself, it enlightens others too. To learn from the near at hand may be called the clue to love.

ENDNOTES.

48 The disciple Chung-kung.

49 The disciple Yen Yüan.

50 The disciple Kung-hsi Hua, or Kung-hsi Chih.

51 Kung-hei Chih.

52 Yen Yüan.

53 The head of the Chi clan after Chi Huan.

54 The disciple Tzu-lu.

55 The disciple Tzu-kung.

56 The disciple Jan Yu.

57 A disciple.

58 Yen Yüan.

59 Jan Yu.

60 A disciple.

61 A disciple.

62 The dissolute wife of Duke Ling of Wei.

63 Two emperors of the golden age.
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1. THE MASTER said, A teller and not a maker, one that trusts and loves the past; I might liken myself to our old Peng.64

2. The Master said, To think things over in silence, to learn and be always hungry, to teach and never weary; is any of these mine?

3. The Master said, Not making the most of my mind, want of thoroughness in learning, failure to do the right when told it, lack of strength to overcome faults; these are my sorrows.

4. In his free moments the Master was easy and cheerful.

5. The Master said, How deep is my decay! It is long since I saw the Duke of Chou65 in a dream.

6. The Master said, Keep thy will on the Way, lean on mind, rest in love, move in art.

7. The Master said, From the man that paid in dried meat upwards, I have withheld teaching from no one.

8. The Master said, Only to those fumbling do I open, only for those stammering do I find the word.



If I lift one corner and the other three are left unturned, I say no more.

9. When eating beside a mourner the Master never ate his fill. On days when he had been wailing, he did not sing.

10. The Master said to Yen Yüan, To go forward when in office and lie quiet when not; only I and thou can do that.

Tzu-lu said, If ye had to lead three armies, Sir, whom would ye have with you?

No man, said the Master, that would face a tiger bare-fisted, or plunge into a river and die without a qualm; but one, indeed, who, fearing what may come, lays his plans well and carries them through.

11. The Master said, If shouldering a whip were a sure road to riches I should turn carter; but since there is no sure road, I tread the path I love.

12. The Master gave heed to abstinence, war and sickness.

13. When he was in Chi, for three months after hearing the Shao played, the Master knew not the taste of flesh.

I did not suppose, he said, that music could reach such heights.

14. Jan Yu said, Is the Master for the lord of Wei?66

I shall ask him, said Tzu-kung.



He went in, and said, What kind of men were Po-yi67 and Shu-chi?

Worthy men of yore, said the Master.

Did they rue the past?

They sought love and found it; what had they to rue?

Tzu-kung went out, and said, The Master is not for him.

15. The Master said, Eating coarse rice and drinking water, with bent arm for pillow, we may be merry; but ill-gotten wealth and honours are to me a wandering cloud.

16. The Master said, Given a few more years, making fifty for learning the Yi,68 I might be freed from gross faults.

17. The Master liked to talk of poetry, history, and the upkeep of courtesy. Of all these he liked to talk.

18. The Duke of She asked Tzu-lu about Confucius.

Tzu-lu did not answer.

The Master said, Why didst thou not say, He is a man that forgets to eat in his eagerness, whose sorrows are forgotten in gladness, who knows not that age draws near?

19. The Master said, I was not born to wisdom: I loved the past, and sought it earnestly there.

20. The Master never talked of goblins, strength, disorder, or spirits.

21. The Master said, Walking three together I am sure of teachers. I pick out the good and follow it; I see the bad and shun it.

22. The Master said, Heaven begat the mind in me; what can Huan Tui69 do to me?

23. The Master said, My two-three boys, do ye think I hide things? I hide nothing from you. I am a man that keeps none of his doings from his two-three boys.

24. The Master taught four things: art, conduct, faithfulness and truth.

25. The Master said, A holy man I shall not live to see; enough could I find a gentleman! A good man I shall not live to see; enough could I find a steadfast one! But when nothing poses as something, cloud as substance and want as riches, it is hard indeed to be steadfast!

26. The Master angled, but he did not fish with a net; he shot, but not at birds sitting.

27. The Master said, There may be men that do things without knowing why. I do not. To hear much, pick out the good and follow it; to see much and think it over; this comes next to wisdom.

28. To talk to the Hu village was hard. When a lad was seen by the Master, the disciples doubted.

The Master said, I allow his coming, not what he does later. Why be so harsh? If a man cleans himself to come in, I admit his cleanness, but do not warrant his past.



29. The Master said, Is love so far a thing? I long for love, and lo! love is come.

30. A judge of Chen asked whether Duke Chao70 knew good form.

Confucius answered, He knew good form.

After Confucius had left, the judge beckoned Wu-ma Chi71 to him, and said, I had heard that gentlemen are of no party, but do they, too, take sides? This lord married a Wu, whose name was the same as his, and called her Miss Tzu of Wu: if he knew good form, who does not know good form?

When Wu-ma Chi told the Master this he said, How lucky I am! If I go wrong, men are sure to know it!

31. When anyone sang to the Master, and sang well, he made him sing it again and joined in.

32. The Master said, I have no more reading than others; to live as a gentleman is not yet mine.

33. The Master said, How dare I lay claim to holiness or love? A man of endless craving, who never tires of teaching, I might be called, but that is all.

That is just what we disciples cannot learn, said Kung-hsi Hua.

34. When the Master was very ill, Tzu-lu asked leave to pray.

Is it done? said the Master.



It is, answered Tzu-lu. The Memorials say, Pray to the spirits above and to the Earth below.

The Master said, Long-lasting has my prayer been.

35. The Master said, Waste makes men unruly, thrift makes them mean; but they are better mean than unruly.

36. The Master said, A gentleman is calm and spacious; the small man is always fretting.

37. The Masters manner was warm yet dignified. He was stern, but not fierce; humble, yet easy.

ENDNOTES.

64 We should be glad to know more of old Peng, but nothing is known of him.

65 Died 1105 b.c. He was the younger brother of King Wu, the founder of the Chou dynasty, as great in peace as the King in war. He was so bent on carrying out the old principles of government that if anything did not tally with them, he looked up and thought, till day passed into night, and if by luck he found the answer he sat and waited for the dawn (Mencius, Book VIII, chapter 20).

66 The grandson of Duke Ling, the husband of Nan-tzu. His father had been driven from the country for plotting to kill Nan-tzu. When Duke Ling died, he was succeeded by his grandson, who opposed by force his fathers attempts to seize the throne.

67 See Book V, § 22.

68 An abstruse, ancient classic, usually called the Book of Changes.

69 In 495 b.c., during Confuciuss wanderings, Huan Tui sent a band of men to kill him; but why he did so is not known.

70 Duke Chao of Lu (+ 510 b.c.) was the duke that first employed Confucius. It is against Chinese custom for a man to marry a girl whose surname is the same as his.

71 A disciple of Confucius.


BOOK VIII
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1. THE MASTER said, Tai-po72 may be said to have carried nobility furthest. Thrice he refused all below heaven. Men were at a loss how to praise him.

2. The Master said, Without good form attentions grow into fussiness, heed becomes fearfulness, daring becomes unruliness, frankness becomes rudeness. When gentlemen are true to kinsfolk, love will thrive among the people; if they do not forsake old friends, the people will not steal.

3. When Tseng-tzu lay sick he called his disciples and said, Uncover my feet, uncover my arms. The poem says,

As if a deep gulf Were yawning below, As crossing thin ice, Take heed how ye go.

My little children, I have known how to keep myself unhurt until now and hereafter.73

4. When Tseng-tzu was sick Meng Ching74 came to ask after him.

Tseng-tzu said, When a bird is dying his notes are sad; when man is dying his words are good. Three branches of the Way are dear to a gentleman: To banish from his bearing violence and disdain; to sort his face to the truth, and to banish from his speech what is low or unseemly. The ritual of chalice and platter75 has servitors to see to it.

5. Tseng-tzu said, When we can, to ask those that cannot; when we are more, to ask those that are less; having, to seem wanting; real, to seem shadow; when gainsaid, never answering back; I had a friend76 once that could do thus.

6. Tseng-tzu said, A man to whom an orphan, a few feet high, or the fate of an hundred towns, may be entrusted, and whom no crisis can corrupt, is he not a gentleman, a gentleman indeed?

7. Tseng-tzu said, The knight had need be strong and bold; for his burden is heavy, the way is far. His burden is love, is it not a heavy one? No halt before death, is that not far?

8. The Master said, Poetry rouses us, we stand upon courtesy, music is our crown.

9. The Master said, The people may be made to follow, we cannot make them understand.

10. The Master said, Love of daring and hatred of poverty lead to crime; a man without love, if he is sorely harassed, turns to crime.

11. The Master said, All the comely gifts of the Duke of Chou,77 coupled with pride and meanness, would not be worth a glance.



12. The Master said, A man to whom three years of learning have borne no fruit would be hard to find.

13. The Master said, A man of simple faith, who loves learning, who guards and betters his way unto death, will not enter a tottering kingdom, nor stay in a lawless land. When all below heaven follows the Way, he is seen; when it loses the Way, he is unseen. While his land keeps the Way, he is ashamed to be poor and lowly; but when his land has lost the Way, wealth and honours shame him.

14. The Master said, When out of place, discuss not policy.

15. The Master said, In the first days of the music-master Chih how the hubbub78 of the Kuan-chü rose sea beyond sea! How it filled the ear!

16. The Master said, Of men that are zealous, but not straight; dull, but not simple; helpless, but not truthful, I will know nothing.

17. The Master said, Learn as though the time were short, like one that fears to lose.

18. The Master said, How wonderful were Shun79 and Yü79! To have all below heaven was nothing to them!

19. The Master said, How great a lord was Yao79! Wonderful! Heaven alone is great; Yao alone was patterned on it. Vast, boundless! Mens words failed them. The wonder of the work done by him! The flame of his art and precepts!



20. Shun had five ministers, and there was order below heaven.

King Wu80 said, I have ten uncommon ministers.

Confucius said, The dearth of talent, is not that the truth? When Yü81 followed Tang82 the times were rich in talent; yet there were but nine men in all, and one woman. In greatness of soul we may say that Chou83 was highest: he had two-thirds of all below heaven and bent it to the service of Yin.

21. The Master said, I see no flaw in Yü. He ate and drank little, yet he was lavish in piety to the ghosts and spirits. His clothes were bad, but in his cap and gown he was fair indeed. His palace buildings were poor, yet he gave his whole strength to dykes and ditches. No kind of flaw can I see in Yü.

ENDNOTES.

72 Tai-po was the eldest son of the King of Chou. The father wished his third son to succeed him, so that the throne might pass later to his grandson, afterwards known as King Wen. To enable this plan to be carried out Tai-po and his second brother went into exile.

73 The Chinese say: The body is born whole by the mother; it should be returned whole by the son.

74 Chief of the Meng clan, minister of Lu.

75 For sacrifice.

76 Probably Yen Yüan.

77 See Book VII, § 5.

78 The last part of the music, when all the instruments were played together.

79 See Introduction.

80 See Introduction.

81 Shun.

82 Yao.

83 King Wen, Duke of Chou.


BOOK IX
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1. THE MASTER seldom spake of gain, or love, or the Bidding.

2. A man of the village of Ta-hsiang said, The great Confucius, with his vast learning, has made no name in anything.

When the Master heard this, he said to his disciples, What shall I take up? Shall I take up driving, or shall I take up shooting? I shall take up driving.

3. The Master said, A linen cap is good form; now silk is worn. It is cheap, so I follow the many. To bow below is good form; now it is done above. This is arrogance, so, breaking with the many, I still bow below.

4. From four things the Master was quite free: by-ends and must and shall and I.

5. When he was afraid in Kuang,84 the Master said, Since the death of King Wen, is not the seat of culture here? If Heaven had meant to destroy our culture, a later mortal would have had no part in it. Until Heaven condemns our culture, what can the men of Kuang do to me?

6. A high minister said to Tzu-kung, The Master must be a holy man, he can do so many things!



Tzu-kung said, Heaven has, indeed, given him so much that he is almost holy, and he can do many things, too.

When the Master heard this, he said, Does the minister know me? Because I was poor when young, I can do many paltry things. But does doing many things make a gentleman? No, not doing many does.

Lao said, The Master would say, As I had no post I learned the crafts.

7. The Master said, Have I in truth wisdom? I have no wisdom. But when a common fellow emptily asks me anything, I tap it on this side and that, and sift it to the bottom.

8. The Master said, The phœnix comes not, the River gives forth no sign: all is over with me!

9. When the Master saw folk clad in mourning, or in cap and gown, or a blind man, he always rose — even for the young, — or, if he was passing them, he quickened his step.

10. Yen Yüan heaved a sigh, and said, As I look up it grows higher, deeper as I dig! I catch sight of it ahead, and on a sudden it is behind me! The Master leads men on, deftly bit by bit. He widens me with culture, he binds me with courtesy. If I wished to stop I could not until my strength were spent. What seems the mark stands near; but though I long to reach it, I find no way.

11. When the Master was very ill, Tzu-lu made the disciples act as ministers.

During a better spell the Master said, Yu has long been feigning. This show of ministers, when I have no ministers, whom will it take in? Will Heaven be taken in? And is it not better to die in the arms of my two-three boys than to die in the arms of ministers? And, if I miss a big burial, shall I die by the roadside?

12. Tzu-kung said, If I had here a fair piece of jade, should I hide it away in a case, or seek a good price and sell it?

Sell it, sell it! said the Master. I tarry for my price.

13. The Master wished to dwell among the nine tribes.85

One said, They are low; how could ye?

The Master said, Wherever a gentleman lives, will there be anything low?

14. The Master said. After I came back from Wei to Lu the music was set straight and each song found its place.

15. The Master said, To serve dukes and ministers abroad and father and brothers at home; in matters of mourning not to dare to be slack; and to be no thrall to wine: to which of these have I won?

16. As he stood by a stream, the Master said, Hasting away like this, day and night, without stop!

17. The Master said, I have seen no one that loves mind as he loves looks.

18. The Master said, In making a mound, if I stop when one more basket would finish it, I stop. When flattening ground, if, after overturning one basket, I go on, I go ahead.

19. The Master said, Never listless when spoken to, such was Hui.86

20. Speaking of Yen Yüan, the Master said, The pity of it! I saw him go on, but I never saw him stop!

21. The Master said, Some sprouts do not blossom, some blossoms bear no fruit!

22. The Master said, Awe is due to youth. May not to-morrow be bright as to-day? To men of forty or fifty, who are still unknown, no awe is due.

23. The Master said, Who would not give ear to a downright word? But to mend is better. Who would not be pleased by a guiding word? But to think it out is better. With such as are pleased but do not think out, or who listen but do not mend, I can do nothing.

24. The Master said, Put faithfulness and truth first; have no friends unlike thyself; be not ashamed to mend thy faults.

25. The Master said, Three armies may be robbed of their leader, no wretch can be robbed of his will.

26. The Master said, Yu87 is the man to stand, clad in a worn-out quilted gown, unashamed, amid robes of fox and badger!

Without hatred or greed, What but good does he do?

But when Tzu-lu was everlastingly humming these words, the Master said, This is the way towards it, but how much short of goodness itself!



27. The Master said, Erst the cold days show how fir and cypress are last to fade.

28. The Master said, Wisdom has no doubts; love does not fret; the bold have no fears.

29. The Master said, With some we can learn together, but we cannot go their way; we can go the same way with others, though our standpoint is not the same; and with some, though our standpoint is the same our weights and scales are not.

30.

The blossoms of the plum tree Are dancing in play; My thoughts are with thee, In thy home far away.

The Master said, Her thoughts were not with him, or how could he be far away?

ENDNOTES.

84 During the Masters wanderings. Kuang is said to have been a small state near Lu which had been oppressed by Yang Huo. Confucius resembled him, and the men of Kuang set upon him, mistaking him for their enemy. The commentators say that the Master was not afraid, only roused to a sense of danger. I cannot find that the text says so.

85 In the east of Shantung.

86 Yen Yüan.

87 Tzu-lu.


BOOK X
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1. AMONG HIS own country folk Confucius wore a homely look, like one that has no word to say.

In the ancestral temple and at court his speech was full, but cautious.

2. At court he talked frankly to men of low rank, winningly to men of high rank. When the king was there, he looked intent and solemn.

3. When the king bade him receive guests, his face seemed to change and his legs to bend. He bowed left and right to those beside him, straightened his robes in front and behind, and swept forward, with arms spread like wings. When the guest had left, he brought back word, saying, The guest is no longer looking.

4. As he went in at the palace gate he stooped, as though it were too low for him. He did not stand in the middle of the gate, or step on the threshold.

When he passed the throne, his face seemed to change and his legs to bend: he spake with bated breath. As he went up the hall to audience, he lifted his robes, bowed his back, and masked his breathing till it seemed to stop. As he came down, he relaxed his face below the first step and looked pleased. From the foot of the steps he swept forward with arms spread like wings; and when he was back in his seat, he looked intent as before.

5. When he carried the sceptre, his back bent, as under too heavy a burden; he lifted it no higher than in bowing and no lower than in making a gift. His face changed, as it will with fear, and he dragged his feet, as though they were fettered.

When he offered his present his manner was formal; but at the private audience he was cheerful.

6. The gentleman was never decked in violet or mauve; even at home he would not wear red or purple.

In hot weather he wore an unlined linen gown, but always over other clothes.

With lamb-skin he wore black, with fawn, white, and with fox-skin, yellow. At home he wore a long fur gown, with the right sleeve short.

His nightgown was always half as long again as his body.

In the house he wore thick fur, of fox or badger.

When he was not in mourning there was nothing missing from his girdle.

Except for sacrificial dress, he was sparing of stuff.

He did not wear lambs fur, or a black cap, on a mourning visit.

At the new moon he always put on court dress and went to court.

7. On his days of abstinence he always wore linen clothes of a pale colour; and he changed his food and moved from his wonted seat.

8. He did not dislike well-cleaned rice or hash chopped small. He did not eat sour or mouldy rice, bad fish, or tainted flesh. He did not eat anything that had a bad colour or that smelt bad, or food that was badly cooked or out of season. Food that was badly cut or served with the wrong sauce he did not eat. However much flesh there might be, it could not conquer his taste for rice. To wine alone he set no limit, but he did not drink enough to muddle him. He did not drink bought wine, or eat ready-dried market meat. He never went without ginger at a meal. He did not eat much.

After a sacrifice at the palace he did not keep the flesh over-night. He never kept sacrificial flesh more than three days. If it had been kept longer it was not eaten.

He did not talk at meals, nor speak when he was in bed.

Even at a meal of coarse rice, or herb broth, or gourds, he made his offering with all reverence.

9. If his mat was not straight, he would not sit down.

10. When the villagers were drinking wine, as those that walked with a staff left, he left too.

At the village exorcisms he put on court dress and stood on the east steps.

11. When sending a man with enquiries to another land, he bowed twice to him and saw him out.

When Kang gave him some drugs, he bowed, accepted them, and said, I have never taken them; I dare not taste them.

12. On coming back from court after his stables had been burnt, the Master said, Is anyone hurt? He did not ask about the horses.

13. When the king sent him cooked meat, he put his mat straight, and tasted it first; when he sent him raw flesh, he had it cooked, and offered it to the spirits; when he sent him a live beast, he kept it alive.

When he ate in attendance on the king, the king made the offering, he tasted things first.

When he was sick and the king came to see him, he lay with his head to the east, with his court dress over him and his girdle across it.

When he was called by the kings bidding, he walked, without waiting for his carriage.

14. On going into the Great Temple he asked about everything.

15. When a friend died, who had no home to go to, he said, It is for me to bury him.

When friends sent him anything, even a carriage and horses, he never bowed, unless the gift was sacrificial flesh.

16. He did not sleep like a corpse. At home he unbent.

Even if he knew him well, his face changed when he saw a mourner. Even when he was in undress, if he saw anyone in full dress, or a blind man, he looked grave.

To men in deep mourning and to the census-bearers he bowed over the cross-bar.

Before choice meats he rose with changed look. At sharp thunder, or a fierce wind, his look changed.

17. When mounting his carriage he stood straight and grasped the cord. When he was in it, he did not look round, or speak fast, or point.

18. Seeing a mans face, she rose, flew round and settled. The Master said, Hen pheasant on the ridge, it is the season, it is the season.

Tzu-lu went towards her: she sniffed thrice and rose.88

ENDNOTES.

88 This passage cannot belong here. It is corrupt and unintelligible.


BOOK XI
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1. THE MASTER said, Savages! the men that first went into courtesy and music! Gentlemen! those that went into them later! My use is to follow the first lead in both.

2. The Master said, Not one of my followers in Chen or Tsai comes any more to my door! Yen Yüan, Min Tzu-chien, Jan Po-niu and Chung-kung were men of noble life; Tsai Wo and Tzu-kung were the talkers; Jan Yu and Chi-lu were statesmen; Tzu-yu and Tzu-hsia, men of arts and learning.

3. The Master said, I get no help from Hui.89 No word I say but delights him!

4. The Master said, How good a son is Min Tzu-chien! No one finds fault with anything that his father, or his mother, or his brethren say of him.

5. Nan Jung would thrice repeat The Sceptre White.90 Confucius gave him his brothers daughter for wife.

6. Chi Kang asked which disciples loved learning. Confucius answered, There was Yen Hui91 loved learning. Alas! his mission was short, he died. Now there is no one.



7. When Yen Yüan died, Yen Lu92 asked for the Masters carriage to furnish an outer coffin.

The Master said, Brains or no brains, each of us speaks of his son. When Li93 died he had an inner but not an outer coffin: I would not go on foot to furnish an outer coffin. As I follow in the wake of the ministers I cannot go on foot.

8. When Yen Yüan died the Master said, Woe is me! Heaven has undone me! Heaven has undone me!

9. When Yen Yüan died the Master gave way to grief.

His followers said, Sir, ye are giving way.

The Master said, Am I giving way? If I did not give way for this man, for whom should I give way to grief?

10. When Yen Yüan died the disciples wished to bury him in pomp.

The Master said, This must not be.

The disciples buried him in pomp.

The Master said, Hui treated me as his father. I have failed to treat him as a son. No, not I; but ye, my two-three boys.

11. Chi-lu94 asked what is due to the ghosts of the dead?

The Master said, When we cannot do our duty to the living, how can we do it to the dead?

He dared to ask about death.

We know not life, said the Master, how can we know death?



12. Seeing the disciple Min standing at his side with winning looks, Tzu-lu with warlike front, Jan Yu and Tzu-kung frank and free, the Masters heart was glad.

A man like Yu,95 he said, dies before his day.

13. The men of Lu were building the Long Treasury.

Min Tzu-chien said, Would not the old one do? Why must it be rebuilt?

The Master said, That man does not talk, but when he speaks he hits the mark.

14. The Master said, What has the lute of Yu96 to do, twanging at my door?

But when the disciples looked down on Tzu-lu, the Master said, Yu has come up into hall, but he has not yet entered the inner rooms.

15. Tzu-kung asked, Which is the better, Shih97 or Shang98?

The Master said, Shih goes too far, Shang not far enough.

Then is Shih the better? said Tzu-kung.

Too far, said the Master, is no nearer than not far enough.

16. The Chi was richer than the Duke of Chou; yet Chiu99 became his tax-gatherer and made him still richer.



He is no disciple of mine, said the Master. My little children, ye may beat your drums and make war on him.

17. Chai100 is simple, Shen101 is dull, Shih102 is smooth, Yu103 is coarse.

18. The Master said, Hui104 is almost faultless, and he is often empty. Tzu105 will not bow to the Bidding, and he heaps up riches; but his views are often sound.

19. Tzu-chang asked, What is the way of a good man?

The Master said, He does not tread the beaten track; and yet he does not enter the inner rooms.

20. The Master said, Commend a man for plain speaking: he may prove a gentleman, or else but seeming honest.

21. Tzu-lu said, Shall I do all I am taught?

The Master said, Whilst thy father and elder brothers live, how canst thou do all thou art taught?

Jan Yu asked, Shall I do all I am taught?

The Master said, Do all thou art taught.

Kung-hsi Hua said, Yu106 asked, Shall I do all I am taught? and ye said, Sir, Whilst thy father and elder brothers live. Chiu107 asked, Shall I do all I am taught? and ye said, Sir, Do all thou art taught. I am in doubt, and dare to ask you, Sir.



The Master said, Chiu is bashful, so I egged him on; Yu is twice a man, so I held him back.

22. When the Master was in fear in Kuang, Yen Yüan fell behind.

The Master said, I held thee for dead.

He answered, Whilst my Master lives how should I dare to die?

23. Chi Tzu-jan108 asked whether Chung Yu109 or Jan Chiu110 could be called a great minister.

The Master said, I thought ye would ask me a riddle, Sir, and ye ask about Yu109 and Chiu.110 He that holds to the Way in serving his lord and leaves when he cannot do so, we call a great minister. Now Yu and Chiu I should call tools.

Who are just followers then?

Nor would they follow, said the Master, if told to kill their lord or father.

24. Tzu-lu made Tzu-kao governor of Pi.

The Master said, Thou art undoing a mans son.

Tzu-lu said, What with the people and the spirits of earth and corn, must a man read books to become learned?

The Master said, This is why I hate a glib tongue.

25. The Master said to Tzu-lu, Tseng Hsi,111 Jan Yu and Kung-hsi Hua as they sat beside him, I may be a day older than you, but forget that. Ye are wont to say, I am unknown. Well, if ye were known, what would ye do?



Tzu-lu answered lightly. Give me a land of a thousand chariots, crushed between great neighbours, overrun by soldiers and searched by famine, and within three years I could put courage into it and high purpose.

The Master smiled.

What wouldst thou do, Chiu112? he said.

He answered, Give me a land of sixty or seventy, or fifty or sixty square miles, and within three years I could give the people plenty. As for courtesy and music, they would wait the coming of a gentleman.

And what wouldst thou do, Chih113?

He answered, I do not speak of what I can do, but of what I should like to learn. At services in the Ancestral Temple, or at the Grand Audience, I should like to fill a small part.

And what wouldst thou do, Tien114?

Tien stopped playing, pushed his still sounding lute aside, rose and answered, My choice would be unlike those of the other three.

What harm in that? said the Master. Each but spake his mind.

In the last days of spring, all clad for the springtime, with five or six young men and six or seven lads, I would bathe in the Yi, be fanned by the wind in the Rain Gods glade, and go back home singing.

The Master said with a sigh, I side with Tien.

Tseng Hsi stayed after the other three had left, and said, What did ye think, Sir, of what the three disciples said?



Each but spake his mind, said the Master.

Why did ye smile at Yu,115 Sir?

Lands are swayed by courtesy, but what he said was not modest. That was why I smiled. Yet did not Chiu speak of a state? Where would sixty or seventy, or fifty or sixty, square miles be found that are not a state? And did not Chih too speak of a state? Who but great vassals are there in the Ancestral Temple, or at the Grand Audience? But if Chih were to take a small part, who could fill a big one?

ENDNOTES.

89 Yen Yüan.

90 The verse runs — 

A flaw can be ground From a sceptre white; A slip of the tongue No man can right.

91 Yen Yüan.

92 The father of Yen Yüan.

93 The Masters son.

94 Tzu-lu.

95 Tzu-lu. This prophecy came true. Tzu-lu and Tzu-kao were officers of Wei when troubles arose. Tzu-lu hastened to the help of his master. He met Tzu-kao withdrawing from the danger, and was advised to do the same. But Tzu-lu would not desert the man whose pay he drew. He plunged into the fight and was killed.

96 Tzu-lu.

97 The disciple Tzu-chang.

98 The disciple Tzu-hsia.

99 The disciple Jan Yu.

100 The disciple Kao Chai

101 The disciple Tseng-tzu.

102 The disciple Tzu-chang.

103 The disciple Tzu-lu.

104 The disciple Yen Yüan.

105 The disciple Tzu-kung.

106 Tzu-lu.

107 Jan Yu.

108 The younger brother of Chi Huan, the head of the Chi clan.

109 Tzu-lu. He and Jan Yu had taken office under the Chi.

110 Jan Yu.

111 A disciple: the father of Tseng-tzu.

112 Jan Yu.

113 Kung-hsi Hua.

114 Tseng Hsi.

115 Tzu-lu.


BOOK XII
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1. YEN YÜAN asked, What is love?

The Master said, Love is to conquer self and turn to courtesy. If we could conquer self and turn to courtesy for one day, all below heaven would turn to love. Does love flow from within, or does it flow from others?

Yen Yüan said, May I ask what are its signs?

The Master said, To be always courteous of eye and courteous of ear; to be always courteous in word and courteous in deed.

Yen Yüan said, Though I am not clever, I hope to live by these words.

2. Chung-kung asked, What is love?

The Master said, Without the door to behave as though a great guest were come; to treat the people as though we tendered the great sacrifice; not to do unto others what we would not they should do unto us; to breed no wrongs in the state and breed no wrongs in the home.

Chung-kung said, Though I am not clever, I hope to live by these words.

3. Ssu-ma Niu116 asked, What is love?

The Master said, Love is slow to speak.

To be slow to speak! Can that be called love?

The Master said, Can that which is hard to do be lightly spoken?



4. Ssu-ma Niu asked, What is a gentleman?

The Master said, A gentleman knows neither sorrow nor fear.

No sorrow and no fear! Can that be called a gentleman?

The Master said. He searches his heart: it is blameless; so why should he sorrow, what should he fear?

5. Ssu-ma Niu cried sadly, All men have brothers, I alone have none!

Tzu-hsia said, I have heard that life and death are allotted, that wealth and honours are in Heavens hand. A gentleman is careful and does not trip; he is humble towards others and courteous. All within the four seas are brethren; how can a gentleman lament that he has none?

6. Tzu-chang asked, What is insight?

The Master said, Not to be moved by lap and wash of slander, or by plaints that pierce to the quick, may be called insight. Yea, whom lap and wash of slander, or plaints that pierce to the quick cannot move may be called far-sighted.

7. Tzu-kung asked, What is kingcraft?

The Master said, Food enough, troops enough, and the trust of the people.

Tzu-kung said, If it had to be done, which could best be spared of the three?

Troops, said the Master.

And if we had to, which could better be spared of the other two?

Food, said the Master. From of old all men die, but without trust a people cannot stand.

8. Chi Tzu-cheng117 said, It is the stuff alone that makes a gentleman; what can art do for him?

Alas! my lord, said Tzu-kung, how ye speak of a gentleman! No team overtakes the tongue! The art is no less than the stuff, the stuff is no less than the art. Without the fur, a tiger or a leopards hide is no better than the hide of a dog or a goat.

9. Duke Ai said to Yu Jo,118 In this year of dearth I have not enough for my wants; what should be done?

Ye might tithe the people, answered Yu Jo.

A fifth is not enough, said the Duke, how could I do with a tenth?

When all his folk have enough, answered Yu Jo, shall the lord alone not have enough? When none of his folk have enough, shall the lord alone have enough?

10. Tzu-chang asked how to raise the mind and scatter delusions.

The Master said, Put faithfulness and truth first, and follow the right; the mind will be raised. We wish life to what we love and death to what we hate. To wish it both life and death is a delusion.

Whether prompted by wealth, or not, Yet ye made a distinction.



11. Ching,119 Duke of Chi, asked Confucius, What is kingcraft?

Confucius answered. For the lord to be lord and the liege, liege, the father to be father and the son, son.

True indeed! said the Duke. If the lord were no lord and the liege no liege, the father no father and the son no son, though the grain were there, could I get anything to eat?

12. The Master said, To stint a quarrel with half a word Yu120 is the man.

Tzu-lu never slept over a promise.

13. The Master said, At hearing lawsuits I am no better than others. What is needed is to stop lawsuits.

14. Tzu-chang asked, What is kingcraft?

The Master said, To be tireless of thought and faithful in doing.

15. The Master said, Breadth of reading and the ties of courtesy will keep us, too, from false paths.

16. The Master said, A gentleman shapes the good in man, he does not shape the bad in him. The small man does the contrary.

17. Chi Kang121 asked Confucius how to rule.

Confucius answered, To rule is to set straight. If ye give a straight lead, Sir, who will dare not go straight?



18. Chi Kang being troubled by robbers asked Confucius about it.

Confucius answered, If ye did not wish it, Sir, though ye rewarded him no man would steal.

19. Chi Kang, speaking of kingcraft to Confucius, said, To help those that follow the Way, should we kill the men that will not?

Confucius answered, Sir, what need has a ruler to kill? If ye wished for goodness, Sir, the people would be good. The gentlemans mind is the wind, and grass are the minds of small men: as the wind blows, so must the grass bend.

20. Tzu-chang asked, What must a knight be, for him to be called eminent?

The Master said, What dost thou mean by eminence?

Tzu-chang answered, To be famous in the state and famous in his home.

That is fame, not eminence, said the Master. The eminent man is plain and straight, and loves right. He weighs words and scans looks; he takes pains to come down to men. And he shall be eminent in the state and eminent in his house. The famous man wears a mask of love, but his deeds belie it. Self-confident and free from doubts, fame will be his in the state and fame be his in his home.

21. Whilst walking with the Master in the Rain Gods glade Fan Chih said to him, May I ask how to raise the mind, amend evil and scatter errors?

Well asked! said the Master. Rank thy work above success, will not the mind be raised? Fight the bad in thee, not the bad in other men, will not evil be mended? One angry morning to forget both self and kin, is that no error?

22. Fan Chih asked, What is love?

The Master said, To love men.

He asked, What is wisdom?

The Master said, To know men.

Fan Chih did not understand.

The Master said, Lift up the straight, put by the crooked, and crooked men will grow straight.

Fan Chih withdrew, and seeing Tzu-hsia, said to him, The Master saw me and I asked him what wisdom is. He answered, Lift up the straight, put by the crooked, and crooked men will grow straight. What did he mean?

How rich a saying! said Tzu-hsia. When Shun122 had all below heaven he chose Kao-yao from the many, lifted him up, and the men without love fled. When Tang123 had all below heaven, he chose Yi-yin124 from the many, lifted him up, and the men without love fled.

23. Tzu-kung asked about friends.

The Master said, Talk faithfully to them, and guide them well. If this is no good, stop. Do not bring shame upon thee.

24. Tseng-tzu said, A gentleman gathers friends by culture, and stays love with friendship.

ENDNOTES.

116 A disciple.

117 Minister of Wei.

118 A disciple of Confucius.

119 Confucius was in Chi in 517 b.c. The duke was over-shadowed by his ministers and thought of setting aside his eldest son.

120 Tzu-lu.

121 On the death of Chi Huan, his brother Chi Kang set aside Chi Huans small son and made himself head of the clan.

122 An emperor of the golden age.

123 The founder of the Shang, or Yin, dynasty.

124 Tangs chief minister. Yi-yin said, Whomsoever I serve, is he not my lord? Whomsoever I rule, are they not my people? He came in when there was order, and came in too when there were tumults. He said, When Heaven begat the people, the man that first understood was sent to waken those slow to understand, and the man that first woke was sent to waken those slow to wake. I am he that woke first among Heavens people. With the help of the Way, I shall wake the people! For man or wife, of all the people below heaven, to have missed the blessings of Yao and Shun was the same, he thought, as if he himself had pushed him into the ditch. The burden he shouldered was the weight of all below heaven. (Mencius, Book X, chapter 1.)


BOOK XIII
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1. TZU-LU ASKED how to rule.

The Master said, Go before; work hard.

When asked to say more, he said, Never flag.

2. When he was steward of the Chi, Chung-kung asked how to rule.

The Master said, Let officers act first; overlook small faults, lift up brains and worth.

Chung-kung said, How shall I get to know brains and worth to lift them up?

Lift up those thou dost know, said the Master; and those thou dost not know, will other men pass by?

3. Tzu-lu said, The lord of Wei125 waits for you, Sir, to govern. How shall ye begin?

Surely, said the Master, by putting names right.

Indeed, said Tzu-lu, that is far-fetched, Sir. Why put them right?

What a savage Yu126 is! said the Master. A gentleman is tongue-tied when he does not understand. If names are not right, words do not fit. If words do not fit, affairs go wrong. If affairs go wrong, neither courtesy nor music thrive. If courtesy and music do not thrive, law and justice fail. And if law and justice fail them, the people can move neither hand nor foot. So a gentleman must be ready to put names into speech and words into deed. A gentleman is nowise careless of his words.

4. Fan Chih asked to be taught husbandry.

The Master said. An old husbandman knows more than I do.

He asked to be taught gardening.

The Master said. An old gardener knows more than I do.

After Fan Chih had gone, the Master said, How small a man! If those above love courtesy, no one will dare to slight them; if they love right, no one will dare to disobey; if they love truth, no one will dare to hide the heart. Then, from the four corners of the earth, folk will gather with their children on their backs; and what need will there be for husbandry?

5. The Master said, Though a man have conned three hundred poems, if he stands helpless when put to govern, if he cannot answer for himself when he is sent to the four corners of the earth, many as they are, what have they done for him?

6. The Master said, The man of upright life is obeyed before he speaks; commands even go unheeded when the life is crooked.

7. The Master said, The governments of Lu and Wei are brothers.

8. Speaking of Ching, of the ducal house of Wei, the Master said, He was wise in his private life. When he had begun to save, he said, This seems enough. When he grew better off, he said, This seems plenty. When he had grown rich, he said. This seems splendour.

9. When Jan Yu was driving him to Wei, the Master said. What numbers!

Jan Yu said, Since numbers are here, what next is needed?

Wealth, said the Master.

And what comes next after wealth?

Teaching, said the Master.

10. The Master said, If I were employed for a twelve-month, much could be done. In three years all would be ended.

11. The Master said, If good men were to govern a land for an hundred years, cruelty would be conquered and putting to death done away with. How true are these words!

12. The Master said, Even if a king were to govern, a lifetime would pass before love dawned!

13. The Master said, What is governing to a man that can rule himself? If he cannot rule himself, how shall he rule others?

14. As the disciple Jan127 came back from court, the Master said to him. Why so late?

I had business of state, he answered.

Household business, said the Master. If it had been business of state, though I am out of office, I should have heard of it.

15. Duke Ting asked, Is there any one saying that can bless a kingdom?



Confucius answered, That is more than words can do. But men have a saying, To be lord is hard and to be minister is not easy. And if one knew how hard it is to be lord, might not this one saying almost bless a kingdom?

And is there any one saying that can wreck a kingdom?

That is more than words can do, Confucius answered. But men have a saying, My only delight in being lord is that no one withstands what I say. Now if what he says is good, and no one withstands him, is not that good too? But if it is not good, and no one withstands him, might not this one saying almost wreck a kingdom?

16. The Duke of She asked, What is kingcraft?

The Master answered, For those near us to be happy and those far off to come.

17. When he was governor of Chü-fu, Tzu-hsia asked how to rule.

The Master said, Be not eager for haste; look not for small gains. Nothing done in haste is thorough, and looking for small gains big things are left undone.

18. The Duke of She told Confucius, Among the upright men of my clan if the father steals a sheep his son bears witness.

Confucius answered, Our clans uprightness is unlike that. The father screens his son and the son screens his father. There is uprightness in this.

19. Fan Chih asked, What is love?

The Master said, To be humble at home, earnest at work, and faithful to all. Even among wild tribes none of this must be dropped.

20. Tzu-kung asked, What is it that we call knighthood?

The Master said, To be called a knight, a man must be shamefast in all that he does, if he is sent to the four corners of the earth he must not disgrace his lords commands.

May I ask who would come next?

He that his clansmen call a good son and his neighbours call modest.

And who would come next?

A man that clings to his word and sticks to his course, a flinty little fellow, would perhaps come next.

And how are the crown servants of to-day?

What! The weights and measures men! said the Master. Are they worth reckoning?

21. The Master said, As I cannot get men of the middle way I have to fall back on zealous and austere men. Zealous men push ahead and take things up, and there are things that austere men will not do.

22. The Master said, The men of the south have a saying, Unless he is stable a man will make neither a wizard nor a leech. This is true. His instability of mind may disgrace him.

The Master said, Neglect of the omens, that is all.

23. The Master said, Gentlemen unite, but are not the same. Small men are all the same, but each for himself.

24. Tzu-kung said, If the whole countryside loved a man, how would that be?

It would not do, said the Master.

And how would it be, if the whole countryside hated him?

It would not do, said the Master. It would be better if all the good men of the countryside loved him and all the bad men hated him.

25. The Master said, A gentleman is easy to serve and hard to please. If we go from the Way to please him, he is not pleased; but his commands are measured to the man. A small man is hard to serve and easy to please. Though we go from the Way to please him, he is pleased; but he expects everything of his men.

26. The Master said, A gentleman is high-minded, not proud; the small man is proud, but not high-minded.

27. The Master said, Strength and courage, simplicity and modesty are akin to love.

28. Tzu-lu asked, When can a man be called a knight?

The Master said, To be earnest, encouraging and kind may be called knighthood: earnest and encouraging with his friends, and kind to his brothers.

29. The Master said, If a good man taught the people for seven years, they would be fit to bear arms too.

30. The Master said, To take untaught men to war is called throwing them away.

ENDNOTES.

125 See note to Book VII, § 14. Tzu-lu was his officer.

126 Tzu-lu.

127 Jan Yu. He was in the service of the Chi, not of the Duke of Lu.


BOOK XIV
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1. Hsien128 asked, What is shame?

The Master said, To draw pay when the land keeps the Way and to draw pay when it has lost the Way, is shame.

2. To eschew strife and bragging, spite and greed, would that be love?

The Master said, That may be hard to do; but I do not know that it is love.

3. The Master said, A knight that is fond of ease does not amount to a knight.

4. The Master said, Whilst the land keeps the Way, be fearless of speech and fearless in deed; when the land has lost the Way, be fearless in deed but soft of speech.

5. The Master said, A man of mind can always talk, but talkers are not always men of mind. Love is always bold, though boldness is found without love.

6. Nan-kung Kuo said to Confucius, Yi129 shot well, Ao pushed a boat over land: each died before his time. Yü and Chi toiled at their crops, and had all below heaven.

The Master did not answer. But when Nan-kung Kuo had gone, he said, What a gentleman he is! How he honours mind!



7. The Master said, Alas! there have been gentlemen without love! But there has never been a small man that was not wanting in love.

8. The Master said, Can he love thee that never tasks thee? Can he be faithful that never chides?

9. The Master said, The decrees were drafted by Pi Shen, criticised by Shih-shu, polished by the Foreign Minister Tzu-yü, and given the final touches by Tzu-chan of Tung-li.

10. When he was asked what he thought of Tzu-chan, the Master said, A kind-hearted man.

Asked what he thought of Tzu-hsi, the Master said, Of him! What I think of him!

Asked what he thought of Kuan Chung,130 the Master said, He was the man that drove the Po from the town of Pien with its three hundred households to end his days on coarse rice, without his muttering a word.

11. The Master said, Not to grumble at being poor is hard, not to be proud of wealth is easy.

12. The Master said, Meng Kung-cho is more than fit to be steward of Chao or Wei, but he could not be minister of Teng or Hsieh.

13. Tzu-lu asked what would make a full-grown man.

The Master said, The wisdom of Tsang Wu-chung, Kung-chos lack of greed, Chuang of Piens boldness and the skill of Jan Chiu, graced by courtesy and music, might make a full-grown man.

But now, he said, who asks the like of a full-grown man? He that in sight of gain thinks of right, who when danger looms stakes his life, who, though the bond be old, does not forget what he has been saying all his life, might make a full-grown man.

14. Speaking of Kung-shu Wen, the Master said to Kung-ming Chia, Is it true that thy master does not speak, nor laugh, nor take a gift?

Kung-ming Chia answered, That is saying too much. My master only speaks when the time comes, so no one tires of his speaking; he only laughs when he is merry, so no one tires of his laughter; he only takes when it is right to take, so no one tires of his taking.

It may be so, said the Master; but is it?

15. The Master said, When he held Fang and asked Lu to appoint an heir, though Tsang Wu-chung said he was not forcing his lord, I do not believe it.

16. The Master said, Duke Wen of Chin was deep, but dishonest; Duke Huan of Chi was honest, but shallow.

17. Tzu-lu said, When Duke Huan slew the young duke Chiu, and Shao Hu died with him, but Kuan Chung did not, was not this want of love?131



The Master said, Duke Huan gathered the great vassals round him, not by chariots of war, but through the might of Kuan Chung. What can love do more? What can love do more?

18. Tzu-kung said, When Duke Huan slew the young duke Chiu, and Kuan Chung could not face death and even became his minister, surely he showed want of love?

The Master said, By Kuan Chung helping Duke Huan to put down the great vassals and make all below heaven one, men have fared the better from that day to this. But for Kuan Chung our hair would hang down our backs and our coats would button to the left; or should he, like the bumpkin and his lass, their troth to keep, have drowned in a ditch, unknown to anyone?

19. The minister Hsien, who had been steward to Kung-shu Wen, went to audience of the Duke together with Wen.

When the Master heard of it, he said, He is rightly called Wen (well-bred).

20. The Master spake of Ling Duke of Weis contempt for the Way.

Kang132 said, If this be so, how does he escape ruin?

Confucius answered, With Chung-shu Yü in charge of the guests, the reader To in charge of the Ancestral Temple, and Wang-sun Chia in charge of the troops, how should he come to ruin?

21. The Master said, When words are unblushing, they are hard to make good.



22. Chen Cheng murdered Duke Chien.133

Confucius bathed, and went to court and told Duke Ai, saying, Chen Heng has murdered his lord: pray, punish him.

The Duke said, Tell the three chiefs.

Confucius said, As I follow in the wake of the ministers, I dared not leave this untold; but the lord says, Tell the three chiefs.

He told the three chiefs. It did no good.

Confucius said, As I follow in the wake of the ministers, I dared not leave this untold.

23. Tzu-lu asked how to serve a lord.

The Master said, Never cheat him; stand up to him.

24. The Master said, A gentlemans life leads upwards; the small mans life leads down.

25. The Master said, The men of old learned for their own sake; to-day men learn for show.

26. Chü Po-yü sent a man to Confucius.

As they sat together, Confucius asked him, What does your master do?

He answered, My master wishes to make his faults fewer, but cannot.

When the messenger had left, the Master said, A messenger, a messenger indeed!

27. The Master said, When not in office discuss not policy.



28. Tseng-tzu said, Even in his thoughts, a gentleman does not outstep his place.

29. The Master said, A gentleman is shamefast of speech: his deeds go further.

30. The Master said, In the way of the gentleman there are three things that I cannot achieve. Love is never troubled; wisdom has no doubts; courage is without fear.

That is what ye say, Sir, said Tzu-kung.

31. Tzu-kung would liken this man to that.

The Master said, What talents Tzu has! Now I have no time for this.

32. The Master said, Sorrow not at being unknown; sorrow for thine own shortcomings.

33. The Master said, Not to expect to be cheated, nor to look for falsehood, and yet to see them coming, shows worth in a man.

34. Wei-sheng Mou said to Confucius, How dost thou still find roosts to roost on, Chiu, unless by wagging a glib tongue?

Confucius answered, I dare not wag a glib tongue; but I hate stubbornness.

35. The Master said, A steed is not praised for his strength, but praised for his mettle.

36. One said, To mete out good for evil, how were that?

And how would ye meet good? said the Master. Meet evil with justice; meet good with good.

37. The Master said, Alas! no man knows me! Tzu-kung said, Why do ye say, Sir, that no man knows you?

The Master said, Never murmuring against Heaven, nor finding fault with men; learning from the lowest, cleaving the heights. I am known but to one, but to Heaven.

38. Liao, the dukes uncle, spake ill of Tzu-lu to Chi-sun.134

Tzu-fu Ching-po told this to Confucius, saying, My masters mind is surely being led astray by the dukes uncle, but I have still the strength to expose his body in the market-place.

The Master said, If the Way is to be kept, that is the Bidding, and if the Way is to be lost, this is the Bidding. What can the dukes uncle do against the Bidding?

39. The Master said, Men of worth flee the world; the next best flee the land. Then come those that go at a look, then those that go at words.

40. The Master said, Seven men did so.

41. Tzu-lu spent a night at Shih-men.

The gate-keeper asked him, Whence comest thou?

From Confucius, answered Tzu-lu.

The man that knows it is no good and yet must still be doing? said the gate-keeper.

42. When the Master was chiming his sounding stones in Wei, a basket-bearer said, as he passed the door, The heart is full that chimes those stones! But then he said, For shame! What a tinkling sound! If no one knows thee, have done!

Wade the deep places, Lift thy robe through the shallows!



The Master said, Where theres a will, that is nowise hard.

43. Tzu-chang said, What does the Book mean by saying that Kao-tsung135 in his mourning shed did not speak for three years?

Why pick out Kao-tsung? said the Master. The men of old were all thus. For three years after their lord had died, the hundred officers did each his duty and hearkened to the chief minister.

44. The Master said, When those above love courtesy, the people are easy to lead.

45. Tzu-lu asked, What makes a gentleman?

The Master said, To be bent on becoming better.

Is that all? said Tzu-lu.

By becoming better to bring peace to men.

And is that all?

By becoming better to bring peace to all men, said the Master. Even Yao and Shun were still struggling to become better, and so bring peace to all men.

46. Yüan Jang awaited the Master squatting.

Unruly when young, unmentioned as man, undying when old, spells good-for-nothing! said the Master, and he hit him on the leg with his staff.

47. When a lad from the village of Chüeh was made messenger, someone asked, saying, Is it because he is doing well?

The Master said, I have seen him sitting in a mans seat, and seen him walking abreast of his elders. He does not try to do well: he wishes to be quickly grown up.

ENDNOTES.

128 The disciple Yüan Ssu.

129 Yi was killed by his best pupil, who said to himself, In all the world no one but Yi shoots better than I do. So he killed him.

130 See note to Book III, § 22.

131 Chiu and Huan were brothers, sons of the Duke of Chi. When their father died, their uncle seized the throne. To preserve the rightful heir, Shao Hu and Kuan Chung fled with Chiu to Lu, whilst Huan escaped to another state. Later on the usurper was murdered, and Huan returned to Chi and secured the throne. He then required the Duke of Lu to kill his brother and deliver up to him Shao Hu and Kuan Chung. This was done. But on the way to Chi Shao Hu killed himself. Kuan Chung, on the other hand, took service under Duke Huan, became his chief minister, and raised the state to greatness. (See note to Book III, § 22.)

132 Chi Kang.

133 481 b.c., two years before the death of Confucius, who was not at the time in office. Chien was Duke of Chi, a state bordering on Lu. The three chiefs were the heads of the three great clans that were all-powerful in Lu.

134 The head of the Chi clan, in whose service Tzu-lu was.

135 An emperor of the Yin dynasty.


BOOK XV
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1. LING, DUKE of Wei, asked Confucius about the line of battle.

Confucius answered. Of the ritual of dish and platter136 I have heard somewhat: I have not learnt warfare.

He left the next day.

In Chen grain ran out. His followers were too ill to rise. Tzu-lu showed that he was put out.

Has a gentleman to face want too? he said.

Gentlemen have indeed to face want, said the Master. The small man, when he is in want, runs to excess.

2. The Master said, Tzu,137 dost thou not take me for a man that has learnt much and thought it over?

Yes, he answered: is it not so?

No, said the Master. I string all into one.

3. The Master said, Yu,138 how few men know great-heartedness!

4. The Master said, To rule doing nothing, was what Shun did. For what is there to do? Self-respect and to set the face to rule, is all.

5. Tzu-chang asked how to get on.

The Master said, Be faithful and true of word, plain and lowly in thy walk; thou wilt get on even in tribal lands. If thy words be not faithful and true, thy walk not plain and lowly, wilt thou get on even in thine own town? Standing, see these words ranged before thee; driving, see them written upon the yoke. Then thou wilt get on.

Tzu-chang wrote them on his girdle.

6. The Master said, Straight indeed was the historian Yü! Like an arrow whilst the land kept the Way; and like an arrow when it lost the Way! What a gentleman was Chü Po-yü! Whilst the land kept the Way he took office, and when the land had lost the Way he rolled himself up in thought.

7. The Master said, Not to speak to him that has ears to hear is to spill the man. To speak to a man without ears to hear is to spill thy words. Wisdom spills neither man nor words.

8. The Master said, A high will, or a loving heart, will not seek life at cost of love. To fulfil love they will kill the body.

9. Tzu-kung asked how to attain to love.

The Master said, A workman bent on good work must first sharpen his tools. In the land that is thy home, serve those that are worthy among the great and make friends with loving knights.

10. Yen Yüan asked how to rule a kingdom.

The Master said, Follow the Hsia seasons, drive in the chariot of Yin, wear the head-dress of Chou, take for music the Shao and its dance. Banish the strains of Cheng and flee men that are glib; for the strains of Cheng are wanton and glib speakers are dangerous.

11. The Master said. Without thought for far off things, there shall be trouble near at hand.

12. The Master said, All is ended! I have seen no one that loves mind as he loves looks!

13. The Master said, Did not Tsang Wen filch his post? He knew the worth of Liu-hsia Hui,139 and did not stand by him.

14. The Master said, By asking much of self and little of other men ill feeling is banished.

15. The Master said, Unless a man say, Would this do? Would that do? I can do nothing for him.

16. The Master said, When all day long there is no talk of right, and little wiles find favour, the company is in hard case.

17. The Master said, Right is the stuff of which a gentleman is made. Done with courtesy, spoken with humility, rounded with truth, right makes a gentleman.

18. The Master said, His shortcomings trouble a gentleman; to be unknown does not trouble him.

19. The Master said, A gentleman fears that his name shall be no more heard when life is done.



20. The Master said, A gentleman asks of himself, the small man asks of others.

21. The Master said, A gentleman is firm, not quarrelsome; a friend, not a partisan.

22. The Master said, A gentleman does not raise a man for his words, nor spurn the speech for the man.

23. Tzu-kung said, Is there one word by which we may walk till life ends?

The Master said, Fellow-feeling, perhaps. Do not do unto others what thou wouldst not have done to thee.

24. The Master said, Of the men that I meet, whom do I cry down, whom do I overpraise? Or, if I overpraise them, it is after testing them. It was owing to this people that the three lines of kings went the straight way.

25. The Master said, I have still known historians that would leave a gap in their text, and men that would lend a horse to another to ride. Now it is so no more.

26. The Master said, Cunning words confound the mind; petty impatience confounds great projects.

27. The Master said, The hatred of the many must be looked into; the love of the many must be looked into.

28. The Master said, The man can exalt the Way: it is not the Way that exalts the man.

29. The Master said, The fault is to cleave to a fault.

30. The Master said, I have spent whole days without food and whole nights without sleep, thinking, and gained nothing by it. Learning is better.

31. The Master said, A gentleman thinks of the Way; he does not think of food. Sow, and famine may follow; learn, and pay may come; but a gentleman grieves for the Way; to be poor does not grieve him.

32. The Master said, What wisdom has got will be lost again, unless love hold it fast. Wisdom to get and love to hold fast, without dignity of bearing, will not be honoured among men. Wisdom to get, love to hold fast and dignity of bearing, without courteous ways are not enough.

33. The Master said, A gentleman has no small knowledge, but he can carry out big things: the small man can carry out nothing big, but he may be knowing in small things.

34. The Master said, Love is more to the people than fire and water. I have seen men come to their death by fire and water: I have seen no man that love brought to his death.

35. The Master said, When love is at stake yield not to an army.

36. The Master said, A gentleman is consistent, not changeless.

37. The Master said, A servant of the king honours his work, and puts food after it.

38. The Master said, Learning knows no rank.

39. The Master said, Mingle not in projects with a man whose way is not thine.

40. The Master said, The whole end of speech is to be understood.

41. When he saw the music-master Mien, the Master said, as they came to the steps, Here are the steps. On coming to the mat, he said, Here is the mat. When all were seated, the Master told him, He and he are here.

After the music-master had gone, Tzu-chang said, Is this the way to speak to a music-master?

The Master said, Surely it is the way to help a music-master.140

ENDNOTES.

136 For sacrifice.

137 Tzu-kung.

138 Tzu-lu: probably said to him on the occasion mentioned in § I.

139 Another of these seigneurs du temps jadis that is more to us than a dim shadow, for he still lives in the pages of Mencius, who tells us that, He was not ashamed of a foul lord, and did not refuse a small post. On coming in he did not hide his worth, but held his own way. Neglected and idle, he did not grumble; straitened and poor, he did not mope. When brought together with country folk he was quite at his ease and could not bear to leave them. Thou art thou, he said, and I am I: standing beside me with thy coat off, or thy body naked, how canst thou defile me? (Book X, chapter 1). He stopped if a hand was raised to stop him, for he did not care whether he went or no (Book III, chapter 9).

140 The man being blind, as so many musicians are in the East.


BOOK XVI
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1. THE CHI was about to make war on Chuan-yü.141

When Confucius saw Jan Yu and Chi-lu,142 they said to him, The Chi is going to deal with Chuan-yü.

Confucius said, After all, Chiu,143 art thou not in the wrong? The kings of old made Chuan-yü lord of Tung Meng.144 Moreover, as Chuan-yü is inside our borders it is the liege of the spirits of earth and corn of our land; so how can ye make war upon it?

Jan Yu said, Our master wishes it. Tzu-lu and I, his two ministers, do not, either of us, wish it.

Confucius said, Chiu, Chou Jen used to say, He that can put forth his strength takes his place in the line; he that cannot stands back. Who would take to help him a man that is no stay in danger and no support in falling? Moreover, what thou sayest is wrong. If a tiger or a buffalo escapes from his pen, if tortoiseshell or jade is broken in its case, who is to blame?

Jan Yu said, But Chuan-yü is now strong, and it is near to Pi145; if it is not taken now, in days to come it will bring sorrow on our sons and grandsons.

Chiu, said Confucius, instead of saying I want it, a gentleman hates to plead that he needs must. I have heard that fewness of men does not vex a king or a chief, but unlikeness of lot vexes him. Poverty does not vex him, but want of peace vexes him. For if wealth were even, no one would be poor. In harmony is number; peace prevents a fall. Thus, if far off tribes will not submit, bring them in by encouraging mind and art, and when they come in give them peace. But now, when far off tribes will not submit, ye two, helpers of your lord, cannot bring them in. The kingdom is split and falling, and ye cannot save it. Yet inside our land ye plot to move spear and shield! The sorrows of Chis grandsons will not rise in Chuan-yü, I fear: they will rise within the palace wall.

2. Confucius said, When the Way is kept below heaven, courtesy, music and punitive wars flow from the Son of heaven. When the Way is lost below heaven, courtesy, music and punitive wars flow from the great vassals. When they flow from the great vassals they will rarely last for ten generations. When they flow from the great ministers they will rarely last for five generations. When underlings sway the countrys fate they will rarely last for three generations. When the Way is kept below heaven power does not lie with the great ministers. When the Way is kept below heaven common folk do not argue.

3. Confucius said, For five generations its income has passed from the ducal house;146 for four generations power has lain with the great ministers: and humbled, therefore, are the sons and grandsons of the three Huan.

4. Confucius said, There are three friends that help us, and three that do us harm. The friends that help us are a straight friend, an outspoken friend, and a friend that has heard much. The friends that harm us are plausible friends, friends that like to flatter, and friends with a glib tongue.

5. Confucius said, There are three delights that do good, and three that do us harm. Those that do good are delight in dissecting good form and music, delight in speaking of the good in men, and delight in having many worthy friends. Those that do harm are proud delights, delight in idle roving, and delight in the joys of the feast.

6. Confucius said. Men that wait upon lords fall into three mistakes. To speak before the time has come is rashness. Not to speak when the time has come is secrecy. To speak heedless of looks is blindness.

7. Confucius said, A gentleman has three things to guard against.

In the days of thy youth, ere thy strength is steady, beware of lust. When manhood is reached, in the fulness of strength, beware of strife. In old age, when thy strength is broken, beware of greed.

8. Confucius said, A gentleman holds three things in awe. He is in awe of the Bidding of Heaven; he is in awe of great men; and he is awed by the words of the holy.

The small man knows not the Bidding of Heaven, and holds it not in awe. He is saucy towards the great; he makes game of holy mens words.

9. Confucius said, The best men are born wise. Next come those that grow wise by learning; then those that learn from toil. Those that do not learn from toil are the lowest of the people.

10. Confucius said, A gentleman has nine aims. To see clearly; to understand what he hears; to be warm in manner, dignified in bearing, faithful of speech, keen at work; to ask when in doubt; in anger to think of difficulties; and in sight of gain to think of right.

11. Confucius said, In sight of good to be filled with longing; to look on evil as scalding to the touch: I have seen such men, I have heard such words.

To live apart and search thy will; to achieve thy Way, by doing right: I have heard these words, but I have seen no such men.

12. Ching, Duke of Chi, had a thousand teams of horses; but the people, on his death day, found no good in him to praise. Po-yi147 and Shu-chi148 starved at the foot of Shou-yang, and to this day the people still praise them.

Is not this the clue to that?



13. Chen Kang149 asked Po-yü,150 Apart from us, have ye heard anything, Sir?

He answered, No: once as my father stood alone and I sped across the hall, he said to me, Art thou learning poetry? I answered, No. He that does not learn poetry, he said, has no hold on words. I withdrew and learned poetry.

Another day, when he again stood alone and I sped across the hall, he said to me, Art thou learning courtesy? I answered, No. He that does not learn courtesy, he said, has no foothold. I withdrew and learned courtesy. These two things I have heard.

Chen Kang withdrew, and cried gladly, I asked one thing, and I get three! I hear of poetry; I hear of courtesy; and I hear too that a gentleman stands aloof from his son.

14. A king speaks of his wife as my wife. She calls herself handmaid. Her subjects speak of her as our lords wife, but when they speak to foreigners, they say our little queen. Foreigners speak of her, too, as the lords wife.

ENDNOTES.

141 A small feudatory state of Lu.

142 Tzu-lu. He and Jan Yu were in the service of the Chi.

143 Jan Yu.

144 A mountain in Chuan-yü. Since the Emperor had given the ruler of Chuan-yü the right to sacrifice to its mountains, that state had some measure of independence, though it was feudatory to Lu, and within its borders.

145 A town belonging to the Chi.

146 Of Lu.

147 See note to Book V, § 22.

148 See note to Book V, § 22.

149 The disciple Tzu-chin.

150 The son of Confucius.


BOOK XVII
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1. Yang Huo151 wished to see Confucius. Confucius did not go to see him. He sent Confucius a sucking pig. Confucius chose a time when he was out, and went to thank him. They met on the road.

He said to Confucius, Come, let us speak together. To cherish a gem, and undo the kingdom, can that be called love?

It cannot, said Confucius.

To love office, and miss the hour again and again, can that be called wisdom?

It cannot, said Confucius.

The days and months go by; the years do not wait for us.

True, said Confucius; I must take office.

2. The Master said, Men are near to each other by nature; the lives they lead sunder them.

3. The Master said, Only the wisest and stupidest of men never change.

4. As the Master came to Wu-cheng152 he heard sounds of lute and song.

Why use an ox-knife to kill a fowl? said the Master, with a pleased smile.

Tzu-yu answered, Master, once I heard you say, A gentleman that has learnt the Way loves men; small folk that have learnt the Way are easy to rule.



My two-three boys, said the Master, what Yen153 says is true. I spake before in play.

5. Kung-shan Fu-jao154 held Pi in rebellion. He called the Master, who wished to go.

Tzu-lu said in displeasure. This cannot be! why must ye go to Kung-shan?

The Master said, He calls me, and would that be all? Could I not make an Eastern Chou155 of him that uses me?

6. Tzu-chang asked Confucius what is love.

Confucius said, Love is to mete out five things to all below heaven.

May I ask what they are?

Modesty and bounty, said Confucius, truth, earnestness and kindness. Modesty escapes insult: bounty wins the many; truth gains mens trust; earnestness brings success; and kindness is enough to make men work.

7. Pi Hsi called the Master, who wished to go.

Tzu-lu said, Master, I heard you say once, To men whose own life is evil, no gentleman will go. Pi Hsi holds Chung-mou in rebellion; how could ye go to him, Sir?

Yes, I said so, answered the Master. But is not a thing called hard that cannot be ground thin; white, if steeping will not turn it black? And am I a gourd? Can I hang without eating?



8. The Master said, Hast thou heard the six words, Yu,156 and the six they sink into?

He answered. No.

Sit down, and I shall tell thee. The thirst for love, without love of learning, sinks into simpleness. Love of knowledge, without love of learning, sinks into vanity. Love of truth, without love of learning, sinks into cruelty. Love of straightness, without love of learning, sinks into rudeness. Love of daring, without love of learning, sinks into turbulence. Love of strength, without love of learning, sinks into oddity.

9. The Master said, My little children, why do ye not learn poetry? Poetry would ripen you; teach you insight, friendliness and forbearance; show you how to serve your father at home; and teach your lord abroad; and it would teach you the names of many birds and beasts, plants and trees.

10. The Master said to Po-yü,157 Hast thou done the Chou-nan and Shao-nan?158 He that has not done the Chou-nan and Shao-nan is like a man standing with his face to the wall.

11. The Master said, Courtesy, courtesy, is the cry; but are jade and silk the whole of courtesy? Music, music, is the cry; but are bells and drums the whole of music?

12. The Master said, Fierce looks and weakness within are like the small man, like the thief that breaks through or clambers over a wall.



13. The Master said, The plain townsman is the bane of mind.

14. The Master said, To tell unto the dust all that we hear upon the way is to lay waste the mind.

15. The Master said, How can we serve the king with a low fellow, who is itching to get what he wants and trembling to lose what he has? This trembling to lose what he has may lead him anywhere.

16. The Master said, Men of old had three failings, which have, perhaps, died out to-day. Ambitious men of old were not nice; now they are unprincipled. Stern men of old were hard; now they are quarrelsome. Ignorant men of old were straight; now they are false. That is all.

17. The Master said, Smooth words and fawning looks are seldom found with love.

18. The Master said, I hate the ousting of scarlet by purple. I hate the strains of Cheng, confounders of sweet music. I hate a sharp tongue, the ruin of kingdom and home.

19. The Master said, I wish no word were spoken!

Tzu-kung said, Sir, if ye said no word, what could your little children write?

The Master said, What are the words of Heaven? The four seasons pass, the hundred things bear life. What are the words of Heaven?

20. Ju Pei wished to see Confucius. Confucius pleaded sickness; but, as the messenger left his door, he took a lute and sang, so the messenger should hear.

21. Tsai Wo159 asked about mourning for three years. He thought that one was enough.

If for three years gentlemen forsake courtesy, courtesy must suffer. If for three years they forsake music, music must decay. The old grain passes, the new grain sprouts, the round of woods for the fire-drill is ended in one year.

The Master said, Feeding on rice, clad in brocade, couldst thou be at rest?

I could, he answered.

Then do what gives thee rest. But a gentleman, when he is mourning, has no taste for sweets and no ear for music; he cannot rest in his home. So he gives these up. Now, they give thee rest; then keep them.

After Tsai Wo had gone, the Master said, Yüs160 want of love! At the age of three a child first leaves the arms of his father and mother, and mourning lasts for three years everywhere below heaven. But did Yü have for three years the love of his father and mother?

22. The Master said, It is hard indeed when a man eats his fill all day, and has nothing to task the mind! Could he not play at chequers? Even that were better.

23. Tzu-lu said, Do gentlemen honour daring?

They put right higher, said the Master. With daring and no sense of right gentlemen turn rebels and small men turn robbers.

24. Tzu-kung said, Do gentlemen hate too?



They do, said the Master. They hate the sounding of evil deeds; they hate men of low estate that slander those over them; they hate daring without courtesy; they hate men that are stout and fearless, but blind.

And Tzu,161 he said, dost thou hate too?

I hate those that take spying for wisdom, who take want of manners for courage, and take tale-telling for honesty.

25. The Master said, Only maids and serving-lads are hard to train. If we draw near to them, they get unruly; if we hold them off, they grow spiteful.

26. The Master said, When a man of forty is hated, he will be so to the end.

ENDNOTES.

151 The all-powerful, unscrupulous minister of the Chi.

152 A very small town, of which the disciple Tzu-yu was governor.

153 Tzu-yu.

154 Steward of the Chi, and a confederate of Yang Huo.

155 A kingdom in the east to match Chou in the west, the home of Kings Wen and Wu.

156 Tzu-lu.

157 His son.

158 The first two books of The Book of Poetry.

159 A disciple.

160 Tsai Wo.

161 Tzu-kung.


BOOK XVIII
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1. THE LORD of Wei162 left, the lord of Chi163 was made a slave, Pi-kan164 spake out, and died.

Confucius said, Three of the Yin had love.

2. Whilst Liu-hsia Hui165 was Chief Knight166 he was dismissed thrice.

Men said. Is it not yet time to leave. Sir?

He answered, If I serve men the straight way, where can I go without being dismissed thrice? If I am to serve men the crooked way, why should I leave the land of my father and mother?

3. Speaking of how to treat Confucius, Ching, Duke of Chi, said, I cannot treat him as I do the Chi. I put him between Chi and Meng.

I am old, he said; I cannot use him.

Confucius left.

4. The men of Chi167 sent a gift of music girls. Chi Huan accepted them, and for three days no court was held.

Confucius left.



5. Chieh-yü, the mad-head of Chu, as he passed Confucius, sang,

Phoenix, bright phoenix, Thy glory is ended! Think of to-morrow; The past cant be mended. Up and away! The Court is today With danger attended.

Confucius alighted, for he wished to speak with him: but he hurried away, and he could not speak with him.

6. Chang-chü and Chieh-ni were working in the fields. As Confucius passed them, he sent Tzu-lu to ask for the ford.

Chang-chü said, Who is that holding the reins?

He is Kung Chiu, said Tzu-lu.

Is he Kung Chiu of Lu?

Yes, said Tzu-lu.

He knows the ford, said Chang-chü.

Tzu-lu asked Chieh-ni.

Who are ye, Sir? he answered.

I am Chung Yu.

The disciple of Kung Chiu of Lu?

Yes, he answered.

All below heaven is seething and boiling, said Chieh-ni, who can change it? How much better would it be to follow a knight that flees the world than to follow a knight that flees persons!

And he went on hoeing without stop.

Tzu-lu went and told the Master, whose face fell.

Can I herd with birds and beasts? he said. Whom but these men can I take as fellows? And if the Way were kept by all below heaven, I should not need to change them.

7. Tzu-lu, who was following behind, met an old man carrying a basket on his staff.

Tzu-lu asked him, Have ye seen the Master, Sir?

The old man answered, Thy four limbs are idle, thou canst not sort the five seeds: who is thy Master?

And he planted his staff, and weeded.

Tzu-lu stood and bowed.

He kept Tzu-lu for the night, killed a fowl, made millet, gave them him to eat, and presented his two sons.

Tzu-lu left the next day, and told the Master.

The Master said, He is in hiding.

He sent Tzu-lu back to see him; but when he arrived he had gone.

Tzu-lu said, Not to take office is not right. If the ties of old and young cannot be thrown off, how can he throw off the lieges duty to his lord? He wishes to keep his life clean, but he is unsettling the bonds between men. To discharge that duty a gentleman takes office, though he knows beforehand that the Way will not be kept.

8. Po-yi, Shu-chi, Yü-chung, Yi-yi, Chu-chang, Liu-hsia Hui and Shao-lien were men that hid from the world.

The Master said, Po-yi168 and Shu-chi169 did not bend the will or shame the body.



We must say that Liu-hsia Hui170 and Shao-lien bent the will and shamed the body. Their words hit mans duty, their deeds hit our hopes. This we can say and no more.

We may say that Yü-chung and Yi-yi lived hidden, but were free of speech. Their lives were clean, their retreat was well weighed.

But I am unlike all of them: there is nothing I must, or must not, do.

9. Chih, the Great Music-master, went to Chi; Kan, the conductor at the second meal, went to Chu; Liao, the conductor at the third meal, went to Tsai; Chüeh, the conductor at the fourth meal, went to Chin. The drum master Fang-shu crossed the River; the tambourine master Wu crossed the Han; Yang the second bandmaster and Hsiang, who played the sounding stones, crossed the sea.

10. The Duke of Chou171 said to the Duke of Lu,172 A gentleman does not forsake kinsmen, nor offend his great lieges by not using them. He will not cast off an old friend unless he have big cause; he does not ask everything of anyone.

11. Chou had eight knights: Po-ta and Po-kuo, Chung-tu and Chung-hu, Shu-yeh and Shu-hsia, Chi-sui and Chi-kua.

ENDNOTES.

162 Kinsmen of the tyrant Chou Hsin, who brought the house of Yin to an end.

163 Kinsmen of the tyrant Chou Hsin, who brought the house of Yin to an end.

164 Kinsmen of the tyrant Chou Hsin, who brought the house of Yin to an end.

165 See note to Book XV, § 13.

166 Or Criminal Judge.

167 To Lu, 497 b.c. The turning-point in Confuciuss career. He left office and his native land, and wandered abroad for twelve long years.

168 See note to Book V, § 22.

169 See note to Book V, § 22.

170 See note to Book XV, § 13.

171 See note to Book VII, § 5.

172 His son.


BOOK XIX
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1. TZU-CHANG SAID, The knight that stakes his life when he sees danger, who in sight of gain thinks of right, and whose thoughts are reverent at worship, and sad when he is in mourning, will do.

2. Tzu-hsia said, Goodness, clutched too narrowly; a belief in the Way which is not honest; can they be said to be, or said not to be?

3. The disciples of Tzu-hsia asked Tzu-chang whom we should choose as our companions.

Tzu-chang said. What does Tzu-hsia say?

They answered, Tzu-hsia says, If the men be well for thee, go with them; if they be not well, push them off.

Tzu-chang said. This is not the same as what I had heard. A gentleman honours worth and bears with the many. He applauds goodness and pities weakness. If I were a man of great worth, what could I not bear with in others? If I am without worth, men will push me off: why should I push other men off?

4. Tzu-hsia said, Though there must be things worth seeing along small ways, a gentleman does not follow them, for fear of being left at last in the mire.

5. Tzu-hsia said, He that each day remembers his failings and each month forgets nothing won may be said to love learning indeed!

6. Tzu-hsia said, By wide learning and singleness of will, by keen questions and home thinking we reach love.

7. Tzu-hsia said, To master the hundred trades, apprentices work in a shop; by learning, a gentleman finds his way.

8. Tzu-hsia said, The small man must always gloss his faults.

9. Tzu-hsia said, A gentleman changes thrice. Looking up to him he seems stern; as we draw near, he warms; but his speech, when we hear it, is sharp.

10. Tzu-hsia said, Until they trust him, a gentleman lays no burdens on his people. If they do not trust him, they will think it cruel. Until they trust him, he does not chide them. Unless they trust him, it will seem fault-finding.

11. Tzu-hsia said, If we keep within the bounds of honour, we can step to and fro through propriety.

12. Tzu-yu said, The disciples, the little sons of Tzu-hsia, can sprinkle and sweep, attend and answer, come in and go out; but what can come of twigs without roots?

When Tzu-hsia heard this, he said, Yen Yu173 is wrong. If we teach one thing in the way of a gentleman first, shall we tire before reaching the next? Thus plants and trees differ in size. Should the way of a gentleman bewilder him? To learn it, first and last, none but the holy are fit.

13. Tzu-hsia said, A servant of the crown should give his spare strength to learning. With his spare strength a scholar should serve the crown.

14. Tzu-yu said, Mourning should stretch to grief, and stop there.

15. Tzu-yu said, Our friend Chang174 can do hard things, but love is not yet his.

16. Tseng-tzu said, Chang is so spacious, so lordly, that at his side it is hard to do what love bids.

17. Tseng-tzu said, I have heard the Master say, Man never shows what is in him unless it be in mourning those dear to him.

18. Tseng-tzu said, I have heard the Master say, In all else we may be as good a son as Meng Chuang, but in not changing his fathers ministers, or his fathers rule, he is hard to match.

19. The Meng175 made Yang Fu176 Chief Knight,177 who spake to Tseng-tzu about it.

Tseng-tzu said, Those above have lost their way, the people have long been astray. When thou dost get at the truth, be moved to pity, not puffed with joy.

20. Tzu-kung said, Chou178 was not so very wicked! Thus a gentleman hates to live in a hollow, down into which runs all that is foul below heaven.

21. Tzu-kung said, A gentlemans faults are like the eating of sun or moon.179 All men see them, and when he mends all men look up to him.



22. Kung-sun Chao of Wei asked Tzu-kung, From whom did Chung-ni180 learn?

Tzu-kung said, The Way of Wen and Wu181 has not fallen into ruin. It lives in men: the big in big men, the small in small men. In none of them is the Way of Wen and Wu missing. How should the Master not learn it? What need had he for a set teacher?

23. In talk with the great men of the court Shu-sun Wu-shu182 said, Tzu-kung is worthier than Chung-ni.

Tzu-fu Ching-po told this to Tzu-kung.

Tzu-kung said, This is like the palace wall. My wall reaches to the shoulder: peeping over you see the good home within. The Masters wall is several fathoms high: no one can see the beauty of the Ancestral Temple and the wealth of its hundred officers, unless he gets in by the gate. And if only a few men find the gate, may not my lord have spoken the truth?

24. Shu-sun Wu-shu cried down Chung-ni.

Tzu-kung said, It is labour lost. Chung-ni cannot be cried down. The greatness of other men is a hummock, over which we can still leap. Chung-ni is the sun or moon, which no one can overleap. Though the man were willing to kill himself, how could he hurt the sun or moon? That he does not know his own measure would only be seen the better!

25. Chen Tzu-chin183 said to Tzu-kung, Ye humble yourself, Sir. In what is Chung-ni your better?



Tzu-kung said, By one word a gentleman shows wisdom, by one word want of wisdom. Words must not be lightly spoken. No one can come up to the Master, as heaven is not to be climbed by steps. If the Master had power in a kingdom, or a clan, the saying would come true, What he sets up stands; he shows the way and men go it, he brings peace and they come, he stirs them and they are at one. Honoured in life, he is mourned when dead! Who can come up to him?

ENDNOTES.

173 Tzu-yu.

174 Tzu-chang.

175 The chief of the Meng clan, powerful in Lu.

176 A disciple of Tseng-tzu.

177 Or criminal judge.

178 The tyrant that ended the Yin dynasty.

179 An eclipse.

180 Confucius.

181 See Introduction.

182 Head of the Meng clan.

183 A disciple of Tzu-kung.


BOOK XX184

1. Yao said, Hail to thee, Shun! The count that Heaven is telling falls on thee. Keep true hold of the centre. If there be stress or want within the four seas, the gift of Heaven will pass for ever.

Shun laid the same commands on Yü.

Tang said, I, Thy little child Li, dare to offer this black steer, and dare to proclaim before Thee, Almighty Lord, that I dare not forgive sin, nor keep down Thy ministers. Search them, O Lord, in Thine heart. If Our life be sinful, visit it not upon the ten thousand homesteads. If the ten thousand homesteads sin, the sin is on Our head.

Chou bestowed great gifts, and good men grew rich.

Loving hearts are better than near kinsmen. All the people blame no one but me.185

He saw to weights and measures, revised the laws, and brought back broken officers. Order reigned everywhere. He revived ruined kingdoms and restored fiefs that had fallen in. All hearts below heaven turned to him. The peoples food, burials and worship weighed most with him. His bounty gained the many, his truth won the peoples trust, his earnestness brought success, his justice made men glad.



2. Tzu-chang asked Confucius, How should men be governed?

The Master said, To govern men we must honour five fair things and spurn four evil things.

Tzu-chang said, What are the five fair things?

The Master said, A gentleman is kind, but not wasteful; he burdens, but he does not embitter; he is covetous, but not greedy; high-minded, but not proud; stern, but not fierce.

Tzu-chang said, What is meant by kindness without waste?

The Master said, To further what furthers the people, is not that kindness without waste? If burdens be sorted to strength, who will grumble? To covet love and get love, is that greed? Few or many, small or great, all is one to a gentleman: he dares not slight any man. Is not this to be high-minded, but not proud? A gentleman straightens his robe and cap, and settles his look. He is severe, and men look up to him with awe. Is not this to be stern, but not fierce?

Tzu-chang said, What are the four evil things?

The Master said, To leave untaught and then kill is cruelty; not to give warning and to expect things to be done is tyranny; to give careless orders and be strict when the day comes is robbery; to be stingy in rewarding men is littleness.

3. The Master said, He that does not know the Bidding cannot be a gentleman. Not to know good form is to have no foothold. Not to know words is to know nothing of men.

ENDNOTES.

184 This chapter shows the principles on which China was governed in old times. Yao and Shun were the legendary founders of the Chinese Empire, Yü, Tang, and Chou were the first emperors of the houses of Hsia, Shang and Chou, which had ruled China up till the time of Confucius.

185 Said by King Wu (Chou). The people blamed him for not dethroning at once the tyrant Chou Hsin.
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THE BOOK OF Job is one of the great masterpieces, not only of Hebrew, but of all literature. The vividness of its pictures, the rapidity of its narrative, the poignancy of its lyric passages, the passionate boldness of its attack on one of the great universal problems of human life, all raise it to the level of the highest achievements in the literature of any tongue.

As a book, it is difficult to classify. Its prologue and epilogue are narrative prose; and though the poetical dialogue of the central part of the work at first suggests drama, there is no action portrayed in the speeches, and they are in themselves sometimes didactic and argumentative, often lyrical, hardly at all strictly dramatic. There can scarcely by any doubt that the authors main interest was in the solution of the problem suggested by the spectacle of the righteous man in distress.

Of the authorship, nothing is known. Moses, Solomon, Isaiah, Job himself, and many others have been suggested, but none of them on grounds worthy of consideration. It has been thought that the story of Jobs experiences may have long existed in popular form; and that this old folk-tale may have been taken up by some unknown author who saw its possibilities, and who, with superb artistic power and a profound sense of the mystery of life, retold the incidents and added the elaborate speeches of Job, of his friends, and finally of the Almighty.

Job himself is pictured as belonging to patriarchial times, and living, not in Palestine, but in the land of Uz, probably to the east, on the borders of Arabia. The period of the author has been very variously conjectured, and may have been as late as 400 B. C.

The authenticity of several parts of the work has been disputed, the speech of Elihu especially being regarded by many modern scholars for various and weighty reasons as a later interpolation.


Book of Job
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001:001 THERE WAS a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

001:002 And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.

001:003 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.

001:004 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them.

001:005 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.

001:006 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.

001:007 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

001:008 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?

001:009 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?

001:010 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.

001:011 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.

001:012 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.

001:013 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brothers house:

001:014 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them:

001:015 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

001:016 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

001:017 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

001:018 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brothers house:

001:019 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

001:020 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,

001:021 And said, Naked came I out of my mothers womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.

001:022 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

002:001 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.

002:002 And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

002:003 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.

002:004 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life.

002:005 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face.

002:006 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.

002:007 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.

002:008 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes.

002:009 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.

002:010 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.

002:011 Now when Jobs three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him.

002:012 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.

002:013 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great.

003:001 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.

003:002 And Job spake, and said,

003:003 Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived.

003:004 Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it.

003:005 Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it.

003:006 As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined unto the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the months.

003:007 Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein.

003:008 Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning.

003:009 Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but have none; neither let it see the dawning of the day:

003:010 Because it shut not up the doors of my mothers womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes.

003:011 Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly?

003:012 Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck?

003:013 For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest,

003:014 With kings and counsellors of the earth, which build desolate places for themselves;

003:015 Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with silver:

003:016 Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light.

003:017 There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest.

003:018 There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor.

003:019 The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master.

003:020 Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul;

003:021 Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for hid treasures;

003:022 Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave?

003:023 Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in?

003:024 For my sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters.

003:025 For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.

003:026 I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.

004:001 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,

004:002 If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking?

004:003 Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands.

004:004 Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees.

004:005 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled.

004:006 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways?

004:007 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?

004:008 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.

004:009 By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed.

004:010 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are broken.

004:011 The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lions whelps are scattered abroad.

004:012 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof.

004:013 In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men,

004:014 Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake.

004:015 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up:

004:016 It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying,

004:017 Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker?

004:018 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:

004:019 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth?

004:020 They are destroyed from morning to evening: they perish for ever without any regarding it.

004:021 Doth not their excellency which is in them go away? they die, even without wisdom.

005:001 Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt thou turn?

005:002 For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one.

005:003 I have seen the foolish taking root: but suddenly I cursed his habitation.

005:004 His children are far from safety, and they are crushed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver them.

005:005 Whose harvest the hungry eateth up, and taketh it even out of the thorns, and the robber swalloweth up their substance.

005:006 Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground;

005:007 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.

005:008 I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause:

005:009 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number:

005:010 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields:

005:011 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety.

005:012 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise.

005:013 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong.

005:014 They meet with darkness in the day time, and grope in the noonday as in the night.

005:015 But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty.

005:016 So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth.

005:017 Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty:

005:018 For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole.

005:019 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.

005:020 In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword.

005:021 Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.

005:022 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth.

005:023 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee.

005:024 And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin.

005:025 Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth.

005:026 Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season.

005:027 Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; hear it, and know thou it for thy good.

006:001 But Job answered and said,

006:002 Oh that my grief were throughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances together!

006:003 For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up.

006:004 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me.

006:005 Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over his fodder?

006:006 Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg?

006:007 The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat.

006:008 Oh that I might have my request; and that God would grant me the thing that I long for!

006:009 Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off!

006:010 Then should I yet have comfort; yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: let him not spare; for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One.

006:011 What is my strength, that I should hope? and what is mine end, that I should prolong my life?

006:012 Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass?

006:013 Is not my help in me? and is wisdom driven quite from me?

006:014 To him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his friend; but he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty.

006:015 My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of brooks they pass away;

006:016 Which are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid:

006:017 What time they wax warm, they vanish: when it is hot, they are consumed out of their place.

006:018 The paths of their way are turned aside; they go to nothing, and perish.

006:019 The troops of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them.

006:020 They were confounded because they had hoped; they came thither, and were ashamed.

006:021 For now ye are nothing; ye see my casting down, and are afraid.

006:022 Did I say, Bring unto me? or, Give a reward for me of your substance?

006:023 Or, Deliver me from the enemys hand? or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty?

006:024 Teach me, and I will hold my tongue: and cause me to understand wherein I have erred.

006:025 How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove?

006:026 Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind?

006:027 Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend.

006:028 Now therefore be content, look upon me; for it is evident unto you if I lie.

006:029 Return, I pray you, let it not be iniquity; yea, return again, my righteousness is in it.

006:030 Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern perverse things?

007:001 Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an hireling?

007:002 As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work:

007:003 So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me.

007:004 When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day.

007:005 My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome.

007:006 My days are swifter than a weavers shuttle, and are spent without hope.

007:007 O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good.

007:008 The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.

007:009 As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more.

007:010 He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more.

007:011 Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

007:012 Am I a sea, or a whale, that thou settest a watch over me?

007:013 When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaints;

007:014 Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions:

007:015 So that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than my life.

007:016 I loathe it; I would not live alway: let me alone; for my days are vanity.

007:017 What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?

007:018 And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and try him every moment?

007:019 How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle?

007:020 I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of men? why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to myself?

007:021 And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away my iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.

008:001 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,

008:002 How long wilt thou speak these things? and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind?

008:003 Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice?

008:004 If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away for their transgression;

008:005 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the Almighty;

008:006 If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous.

008:007 Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase.

008:008 For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers:

008:009 (For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:)

008:010 Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart?

008:011 Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without water?

008:012 Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it withereth before any other herb.

008:013 So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrites hope shall perish:

008:014 Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spiders web.

008:015 He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure.

008:016 He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in his garden.

008:017 His roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the place of stones.

008:018 If he destroy him from his place, then it shall deny him, saying, I have not seen thee.

008:019 Behold, this is the joy of his way, and out of the earth shall others grow.

008:020 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers:

008:021 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing.

008:022 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the wicked shall come to nought.

009:001 Then Job answered and said,

009:002 I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?

009:003 If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand.

009:004 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered?

009:005 Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger.

009:006 Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.

009:007 Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.

009:008 Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea.

009:009 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.

009:010 Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number.

009:011 Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not.

009:012 Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou?

009:013 If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him.

009:014 How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him?

009:015 Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my judge.

009:016 If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice.

009:017 For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause.

009:018 He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness.

009:019 If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong: and if of judgment, who shall set me a time to plead?

009:020 If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.

009:021 Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul: I would despise my life.

009:022 This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked.

009:023 If the scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent.

009:024 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: he covereth the faces of the judges thereof; if not, where, and who is he?

009:025 Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good.

009:026 They are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey.

009:027 If I say, I will forget my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort myself:

009:028 I am afraid of all my sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent.

009:029 If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain?

009:030 If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean;

009:031 Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me.

009:032 For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment.

009:033 Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both.

009:034 Let him take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me:

009:035 Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it is not so with me.

010:001 My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.

010:002 I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou contendest with me.

010:003 Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked?

010:004 Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth?

010:005 Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as mans days,

010:006 That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin?

010:007 Thou knowest that I am not wicked; and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand.

010:008 Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me.

010:009 Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into dust again?

010:010 Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese?

010:011 Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.

010:012 Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit.

010:013 And these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I know that this is with thee.

010:014 If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity.

010:015 If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine affliction;

010:016 For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a fierce lion: and again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me.

010:017 Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, and increasest thine indignation upon me; changes and war are against me.

010:018 Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb? Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me!

010:019 I should have been as though I had not been; I should have been carried from the womb to the grave.

010:020 Are not my days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little,

010:021 Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death;

010:022 A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness.

011:001 Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,

011:002 Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be justified?

011:003 Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed?

011:004 For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine eyes.

011:005 But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee;

011:006 And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that they are double to that which is! Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth.

011:007 Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?

011:008 It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?

011:009 The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.

011:010 If he cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him?

011:011 For he knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider it?

011:012 For vain men would be wise, though man be born like a wild asss colt.

011:013 If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him;

011:014 If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles.

011:015 For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear:

011:016 Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as waters that pass away:

011:017 And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday: thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning.

011:018 And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety.

011:019 Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid; yea, many shall make suit unto thee.

011:020 But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.

012:001 And Job answered and said,

012:002 No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you.

012:003 But I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you: yea, who knoweth not such things as these?

012:004 I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon God, and he answereth him: the just upright man is laughed to scorn.

012:005 He that is ready to slip with his feet is as a lamp despised in the thought of him that is at ease.

012:006 The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into whose hand God bringeth abundantly.

012:007 But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee:

012:008 Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.

012:009 Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought this?

012:010 In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.

012:011 Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his meat?

012:012 With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding.

012:013 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding.

012:014 Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening.

012:015 Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth.

012:016 With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his.

012:017 He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools.

012:018 He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle.

012:019 He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty.

012:020 He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged.

012:021 He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty.

012:022 He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death.

012:023 He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again.

012:024 He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way.

012:025 They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.

013:001 Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, mine ear hath heard and understood it.

013:002 What ye know, the same do I know also: I am not inferior unto you.

013:003 Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God.

013:004 But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value.

013:005 O that ye would altogether hold your peace! and it should be your wisdom.

013:006 Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the pleadings of my lips.

013:007 Will ye speak wickedly for God? and talk deceitfully for him?

013:008 Will ye accept his person? will ye contend for God?

013:009 Is it good that he should search you out? or as one man mocketh another, do ye so mock him?

013:010 He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons.

013:011 Shall not his excellency make you afraid? and his dread fall upon you?

013:012 Your remembrances are like unto ashes, your bodies to bodies of clay.

013:013 Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will.

013:014 Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand?

013:015 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.

013:016 He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.

013:017 Hear diligently my speech, and my declaration with your ears.

013:018 Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know that I shall be justified.

013:019 Who is he that will plead with me? for now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost.

013:020 Only do not two things unto me: then will I not hide myself from thee.

013:021 Withdraw thine hand far from me: and let not thy dread make me afraid.

013:022 Then call thou, and I will answer: or let me speak, and answer thou me.

013:023 How many are mine iniquities and sins? make me to know my transgression and my sin.

013:024 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and holdest me for thine enemy?

013:025 Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro? and wilt thou pursue the dry stubble?

013:026 For thou writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth.

013:027 Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, and lookest narrowly unto all my paths; thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet.

013:028 And he, as a rotten thing, consumeth, as a garment that is moth eaten.

014:001 Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble.

014:002 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.

014:003 And doth thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgment with thee?

014:004 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.

014:005 Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass;

014:006 Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day.

014:007 For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.

014:008 Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground;

014:009 Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant.

014:010 But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?

014:011 As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up:

014:012 So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.

014:013 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!

014:014 If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.

014:015 Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.

014:016 For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not watch over my sin?

014:017 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity.

014:018 And surely the mountains falling cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place.

014:019 The waters wear the stones: thou washest away the things which grow out of the dust of the earth; and thou destroyest the hope of man.

014:020 Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth: thou changest his countenance, and sendest him away.

014:021 His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.

014:022 But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn.

015:001 Then answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said,

015:002 Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind?

015:003 Should he reason with unprofitable talk? or with speeches wherewith he can do no good?

015:004 Yea, thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.

015:005 For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the crafty.

015:006 Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, thine own lips testify against thee.

015:007 Art thou the first man that was born? or wast thou made before the hills?

015:008 Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself?

015:009 What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest thou, which is not in us?

015:010 With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father.

015:011 Are the consolations of God small with thee? is there any secret thing with thee?

015:012 Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at,

015:013 That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth?

015:014 What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he should be righteous?

015:015 Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight.

015:016 How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?

015:017 I will shew thee, hear me; and that which I have seen I will declare;

015:018 Which wise men have told from their fathers, and have not hid it:

015:019 Unto whom alone the earth was given, and no stranger passed among them.

015:020 The wicked man travaileth with pain all his days, and the number of years is hidden to the oppressor.

015:021 A dreadful sound is in his ears: in prosperity the destroyer shall come upon him.

015:022 He believeth not that he shall return out of darkness, and he is waited for of the sword.

015:023 He wandereth abroad for bread, saying, Where is it? he knoweth that the day of darkness is ready at his hand.

015:024 Trouble and anguish shall make him afraid; they shall prevail against him, as a king ready to the battle.

015:025 For he stretcheth out his hand against God, and strengtheneth himself against the Almighty.

015:026 He runneth upon him, even on his neck, upon the thick bosses of his bucklers:

015:027 Because he covereth his face with his fatness, and maketh collops of fat on his flanks.

015:028 And he dwelleth in desolate cities, and in houses which no man inhabiteth, which are ready to become heaps.

015:029 He shall not be rich, neither shall his substance continue, neither shall he prolong the perfection thereof upon the earth.

015:030 He shall not depart out of darkness; the flame shall dry up his branches, and by the breath of his mouth shall he go away.

015:031 Let not him that is deceived trust in vanity: for vanity shall be his recompence.

015:032 It shall be accomplished before his time, and his branch shall not be green.

015:033 He shall shake off his unripe grape as the vine, and shall cast off his flower as the olive.

015:034 For the congregation of hypocrites shall be desolate, and fire shall consume the tabernacles of bribery.

015:035 They conceive mischief, and bring forth vanity, and their belly prepareth deceit.

016:001 Then Job answered and said,

016:002 I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all.

016:003 Shall vain words have an end? or what emboldeneth thee that thou answerest?

016:004 I also could speak as ye do: if your soul were in my souls stead, I could heap up words against you, and shake mine head at you.

016:005 But I would strengthen you with my mouth, and the moving of my lips should asswage your grief.

016:006 Though I speak, my grief is not asswaged: and though I forbear, what am I eased?

016:007 But now he hath made me weary: thou hast made desolate all my company.

016:008 And thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness against me: and my leanness rising up in me beareth witness to my face.

016:009 He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me.

016:010 They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me.

016:011 God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the wicked.

016:012 I was at ease, but he hath broken me asunder: he hath also taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pieces, and set me up for his mark.

016:013 His archers compass me round about, he cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare; he poureth out my gall upon the ground.

016:014 He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he runneth upon me like a giant.

016:015 I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin, and defiled my horn in the dust.

016:016 My face is foul with weeping, and on my eyelids is the shadow of death;

016:017 Not for any injustice in mine hands: also my prayer is pure.

016:018 O earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my cry have no place.

016:019 Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my record is on high.

016:020 My friends scorn me: but mine eye poureth out tears unto God.

016:021 O that one might plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour!

016:022 When a few years are come, then I shall go the way whence I shall not return.

017:001 My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me.

017:002 Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye continue in their provocation?

017:003 Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands with me?

017:004 For thou hast hid their heart from understanding: therefore shalt thou not exalt them.

017:005 He that speaketh flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his children shall fail.

017:006 He hath made me also a byword of the people; and aforetime I was as a tabret.

017:007 Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, and all my members are as a shadow.

017:008 Upright men shall be astonied at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself against the hypocrite.

017:009 The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.

017:010 But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one wise man among you.

017:011 My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart.

017:012 They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness.

017:013 If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my bed in the darkness.

017:014 I have said to corruption, Thou art my father: to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister.

017:015 And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall see it?

017:016 They shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together is in the dust.

018:001 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,

018:002 How long will it be ere ye make an end of words? mark, and afterwards we will speak.

018:003 Wherefore are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in your sight?

018:004 He teareth himself in his anger: shall the earth be forsaken for thee? and shall the rock be removed out of his place?

018:005 Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine.

018:006 The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him.

018:007 The steps of his strength shall be straitened, and his own counsel shall cast him down.

018:008 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare.

018:009 The gin shall take him by the heel, and the robber shall prevail against him.

018:010 The snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the way.

018:011 Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to his feet.

018:012 His strength shall be hungerbitten, and destruction shall be ready at his side.

018:013 It shall devour the strength of his skin: even the firstborn of death shall devour his strength.

018:014 His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of terrors.

018:015 It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it is none of his: brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation.

018:016 His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off.

018:017 His remembrance shall perish from the earth, and he shall have no name in the street.

018:018 He shall be driven from light into darkness, and chased out of the world.

018:019 He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings.

018:020 They that come after him shall be astonied at his day, as they that went before were affrighted.

018:021 Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, and this is the place of him that knoweth not God.

019:001 Then Job answered and said,

019:002 How long will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces with words?

019:003 These ten times have ye reproached me: ye are not ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to me.

019:004 And be it indeed that I have erred, mine error remaineth with myself.

019:005 If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against me, and plead against me my reproach:

019:006 Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath compassed me with his net.

019:007 Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgment.

019:008 He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness in my paths.

019:009 He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head.

019:010 He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone: and mine hope hath he removed like a tree.

019:011 He hath also kindled his wrath against me, and he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies.

019:012 His troops come together, and raise up their way against me, and encamp round about my tabernacle.

019:013 He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me.

019:014 My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me.

019:015 They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me for a stranger: I am an alien in their sight.

019:016 I called my servant, and he gave me no answer; I intreated him with my mouth.

019:017 My breath is strange to my wife, though I intreated for the childrens sake of mine own body.

019:018 Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they spake against me.

019:019 All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned against me.

019:020 My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth.

019:021 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched me.

019:022 Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh?

019:023 Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book!

019:024 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!

019:025 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:

019:026 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:

019:027 Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.

019:028 But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the root of the matter is found in me?

019:029 Be ye afraid of the sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments of the sword, that ye may know there is a judgment.

020:001 Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,

020:002 Therefore do my thoughts cause me to answer, and for this I make haste.

020:003 I have heard the check of my reproach, and the spirit of my understanding causeth me to answer.

020:004 Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon earth,

020:005 That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?

020:006 Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds;

020:007 Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he?

020:008 He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of the night.

020:009 The eye also which saw him shall see him no more; neither shall his place any more behold him.

020:010 His children shall seek to please the poor, and his hands shall restore their goods.

020:011 His bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shall lie down with him in the dust.

020:012 Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under his tongue;

020:013 Though he spare it, and forsake it not; but keep it still within his mouth:

020:014 Yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within him.

020:015 He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again: God shall cast them out of his belly.

020:016 He shall suck the poison of asps: the vipers tongue shall slay him.

020:017 He shall not see the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter.

020:018 That which he laboured for shall he restore, and shall not swallow it down: according to his substance shall the restitution be, and he shall not rejoice therein.

020:019 Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken the poor; because he hath violently taken away an house which he builded not;

020:020 Surely he shall not feel quietness in his belly, he shall not save of that which he desired.

020:021 There shall none of his meat be left; therefore shall no man look for his goods.

020:022 In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits: every hand of the wicked shall come upon him.

020:023 When he is about to fill his belly, God shall cast the fury of his wrath upon him, and shall rain it upon him while he is eating.

020:024 He shall flee from the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall strike him through.

020:025 It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; yea, the glittering sword cometh out of his gall: terrors are upon him.

020:026 All darkness shall be hid in his secret places: a fire not blown shall consume him; it shall go ill with him that is left in his tabernacle.

020:027 The heaven shall reveal his iniquity; and the earth shall rise up against him.

020:028 The increase of his house shall depart, and his goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath.

020:029 This is the portion of a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto him by God.

021:001 But Job answered and said,

021:002 Hear diligently my speech, and let this be your consolations.

021:003 Suffer me that I may speak; and after that I have spoken, mock on.

021:004 As for me, is my complaint to man? and if it were so, why should not my spirit be troubled?

021:005 Mark me, and be astonished, and lay your hand upon your mouth.

021:006 Even when I remember I am afraid, and trembling taketh hold on my flesh.

021:007 Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?

021:008 Their seed is established in their sight with them, and their offspring before their eyes.

021:009 Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them.

021:010 Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf.

021:011 They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their children dance.

021:012 They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ.

021:013 They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave.

021:014 Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.

021:015 What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?

021:016 Lo, their good is not in their hand: the counsel of the wicked is far from me.

021:017 How oft is the candle of the wicked put out! and how oft cometh their destruction upon them! God distributeth sorrows in his anger.

021:018 They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away.

021:019 God layeth up his iniquity for his children: he rewardeth him, and he shall know it.

021:020 His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall drink of the wrath of the Almighty.

021:021 For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, when the number of his months is cut off in the midst?

021:022 Shall any teach God knowledge? seeing he judgeth those that are high.

021:023 One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease and quiet.

021:024 His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened with marrow.

021:025 And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure.

021:026 They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them.

021:027 Behold, I know your thoughts, and the devices which ye wrongfully imagine against me.

021:028 For ye say, Where is the house of the prince? and where are the dwelling places of the wicked?

021:029 Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do ye not know their tokens,

021:030 That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.

021:031 Who shall declare his way to his face? and who shall repay him what he hath done?

021:032 Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb.

021:033 The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and every man shall draw after him, as there are innumerable before him.

021:034 How then comfort ye me in vain, seeing in your answers there remaineth falsehood?

022:001 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,

022:002 Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself?

022:003 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him, that thou makest thy ways perfect?

022:004 Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment?

022:005 Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities infinite?

022:006 For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their clothing.

022:007 Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from the hungry.

022:008 But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it.

022:009 Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken.

022:010 Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee;

022:011 Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee.

022:012 Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars, how high they are!

022:013 And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud?

022:014 Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven.

022:015 Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden?

022:016 Which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown with a flood:

022:017 Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for them?

022:018 Yet he filled their houses with good things: but the counsel of the wicked is far from me.

022:019 The righteous see it, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn.

022:020 Whereas our substance is not cut down, but the remnant of them the fire consumeth.

022:021 Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.

022:022 Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.

022:023 If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles.

022:024 Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks.

022:025 Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver.

022:026 For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God.

022:027 Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows.

022:028 Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy ways.

022:029 When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble person.

022:030 He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands.

023:001 Then Job answered and said,

023:002 Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning.

023:003 Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat!

023:004 I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.

023:005 I would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he would say unto me.

023:006 Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength in me.

023:007 There the righteous might dispute with him; so should I be delivered for ever from my judge.

023:008 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him:

023:009 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him:

023:010 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

023:011 My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined.

023:012 Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.

023:013 But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even that he doeth.

023:014 For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with him.

023:015 Therefore am I troubled at his presence: when I consider, I am afraid of him.

023:016 For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me:

023:017 Because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered the darkness from my face.

024:001 Why, seeing times are not hidden from the Almighty, do they that know him not see his days?

024:002 Some remove the landmarks; they violently take away flocks, and feed thereof.

024:003 They drive away the ass of the fatherless, they take the widows ox for a pledge.

024:004 They turn the needy out of the way: the poor of the earth hide themselves together.

024:005 Behold, as wild asses in the desert, go they forth to their work; rising betimes for a prey: the wilderness yieldeth food for them and for their children.

024:006 They reap every one his corn in the field: and they gather the vintage of the wicked.

024:007 They cause the naked to lodge without clothing, that they have no covering in the cold.

024:008 They are wet with the showers of the mountains, and embrace the rock for want of a shelter.

024:009 They pluck the fatherless from the breast, and take a pledge of the poor.

024:010 They cause him to go naked without clothing, and they take away the sheaf from the hungry;

024:011 Which make oil within their walls, and tread their winepresses, and suffer thirst.

024:012 Men groan from out of the city, and the soul of the wounded crieth out: yet God layeth not folly to them.

024:013 They are of those that rebel against the light; they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof.

024:014 The murderer rising with the light killeth the poor and needy, and in the night is as a thief.

024:015 The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, saying, No eye shall see me: and disguiseth his face.

024:016 In the dark they dig through houses, which they had marked for themselves in the daytime: they know not the light.

024:017 For the morning is to them even as the shadow of death: if one know them, they are in the terrors of the shadow of death.

024:018 He is swift as the waters; their portion is cursed in the earth: he beholdeth not the way of the vineyards.

024:019 Drought and heat consume the snow waters: so doth the grave those which have sinned.

024:020 The womb shall forget him; the worm shall feed sweetly on him; he shall be no more remembered; and wickedness shall be broken as a tree.

024:021 He evil entreateth the barren that beareth not: and doeth not good to the widow.

024:022 He draweth also the mighty with his power: he riseth up, and no man is sure of life.

024:023 Though it be given him to be in safety, whereon he resteth; yet his eyes are upon their ways.

024:024 They are exalted for a little while, but are gone and brought low; they are taken out of the way as all other, and cut off as the tops of the ears of corn.

024:025 And if it be not so now, who will make me a liar, and make my speech nothing worth?

025:001 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,

025:002 Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh peace in his high places.

025:003 Is there any number of his armies? and upon whom doth not his light arise?

025:004 How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman?

025:005 Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight.

025:006 How much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which is a worm?

026:001 But Job answered and said,

026:002 How hast thou helped him that is without power? how savest thou the arm that hath no strength?

026:003 How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom? and how hast thou plentifully declared the thing as it is?

026:004 To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee?

026:005 Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof.

026:006 Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering.

026:007 He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.

026:008 He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them.

026:009 He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it.

026:010 He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an end.

026:011 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof.

026:012 He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud.

026:013 By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent.

026:014 Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?

027:001 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,

027:002 As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul;

027:003 All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;

027:004 My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.

027:005 God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.

027:006 My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.

027:007 Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that riseth up against me as the unrighteous.

027:008 For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul?

027:009 Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him?

027:010 Will he delight himself in the Almighty? will he always call upon God?

027:011 I will teach you by the hand of God: that which is with the Almighty will I not conceal.

027:012 Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; why then are ye thus altogether vain?

027:013 This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall receive of the Almighty.

027:014 If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword: and his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread.

027:015 Those that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his widows shall not weep.

027:016 Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay;

027:017 He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the silver.

027:018 He buildeth his house as a moth, and as a booth that the keeper maketh.

027:019 The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be gathered: he openeth his eyes, and he is not.

027:020 Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest stealeth him away in the night.

027:021 The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him out of his place.

027:022 For God shall cast upon him, and not spare: he would fain flee out of his hand.

027:023 Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him out of his place.

028:001 Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they fine it.

028:002 Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone.

028:003 He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow of death.

028:004 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant; even the waters forgotten of the foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from men.

028:005 As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: and under it is turned up as it were fire.

028:006 The stones of it are the place of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold.

028:007 There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vultures eye hath not seen:

028:008 The lions whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it.

028:009 He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he overturneth the mountains by the roots.

028:010 He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; and his eye seeth every precious thing.

028:011 He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light.

028:012 But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding?

028:013 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living.

028:014 The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me.

028:015 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.

028:016 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.

028:017 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold.

028:018 No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies.

028:019 The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold.

028:020 Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding?

028:021 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air.

028:022 Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.

028:023 God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof.

028:024 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven;

028:025 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure.

028:026 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder:

028:027 Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out.

028:028 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the LORD, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.

029:001 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,

029:002 Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me;

029:003 When his candle shined upon my head, and when by his light I walked through darkness;

029:004 As I was in the days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle;

029:005 When the Almighty was yet with me, when my children were about me;

029:006 When I washed my steps with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil;

029:007 When I went out to the gate through the city, when I prepared my seat in the street!

029:008 The young men saw me, and hid themselves: and the aged arose, and stood up.

029:009 The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth.

029:010 The nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth.

029:011 When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me:

029:012 Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him.

029:013 The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and I caused the widows heart to sing for joy.

029:014 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem.

029:015 I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame.

029:016 I was a father to the poor: and the cause which I knew not I searched out.

029:017 And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth.

029:018 Then I said, I shall die in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as the sand.

029:019 My root was spread out by the waters, and the dew lay all night upon my branch.

029:020 My glory was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my hand.

029:021 Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel.

029:022 After my words they spake not again; and my speech dropped upon them.

029:023 And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain.

029:024 If I laughed on them, they believed it not; and the light of my countenance they cast not down.

029:025 I chose out their way, and sat chief, and dwelt as a king in the army, as one that comforteth the mourners.

030:001 But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, whose fathers I would have disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock.

030:002 Yea, whereto might the strength of their hands profit me, in whom old age was perished?

030:003 For want and famine they were solitary; fleeing into the wilderness in former time desolate and waste.

030:004 Who cut up mallows by the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat.

030:005 They were driven forth from among men, (they cried after them as after a thief;)

030:006 To dwell in the cliffs of the valleys, in caves of the earth, and in the rocks.

030:007 Among the bushes they brayed; under the nettles they were gathered together.

030:008 They were children of fools, yea, children of base men: they were viler than the earth.

030:009 And now am I their song, yea, I am their byword.

030:010 They abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my face.

030:011 Because he hath loosed my cord, and afflicted me, they have also let loose the bridle before me.

030:012 Upon my right hand rise the youth; they push away my feet, and they raise up against me the ways of their destruction.

030:013 They mar my path, they set forward my calamity, they have no helper.

030:014 They came upon me as a wide breaking in of waters: in the desolation they rolled themselves upon me.

030:015 Terrors are turned upon me: they pursue my soul as the wind: and my welfare passeth away as a cloud.

030:016 And now my soul is poured out upon me; the days of affliction have taken hold upon me.

030:017 My bones are pierced in me in the night season: and my sinews take no rest.

030:018 By the great force of my disease is my garment changed: it bindeth me about as the collar of my coat.

030:019 He hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and ashes.

030:020 I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me: I stand up, and thou regardest me not.

030:021 Thou art become cruel to me: with thy strong hand thou opposest thyself against me.

030:022 Thou liftest me up to the wind; thou causest me to ride upon it, and dissolvest my substance.

030:023 For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.

030:024 Howbeit he will not stretch out his hand to the grave, though they cry in his destruction.

030:025 Did not I weep for him that was in trouble? was not my soul grieved for the poor?

030:026 When I looked for good, then evil came unto me: and when I waited for light, there came darkness.

030:027 My bowels boiled, and rested not: the days of affliction prevented me.

030:028 I went mourning without the sun: I stood up, and I cried in the congregation.

030:029 I am a brother to dragons, and a companion to owls.

030:030 My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat.

030:031 My harp also is turned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep.

031:001 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?

031:002 For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of the Almighty from on high?

031:003 Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity?

031:004 Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?

031:005 If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit;

031:006 Let me be weighed in an even balance that God may know mine integrity.

031:007 If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands;

031:008 Then let me sow, and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be rooted out.

031:009 If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid wait at my neighbours door;

031:010 Then let my wife grind unto another, and let others bow down upon her.

031:011 For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges.

031:012 For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would root out all mine increase.

031:013 If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, when they contended with me;

031:014 What then shall I do when God riseth up? and when he visiteth, what shall I answer him?

031:015 Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb?

031:016 If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail;

031:017 Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof;

031:018 (For from my youth he was brought up with me, as with a father, and I have guided her from my mothers womb;)

031:019 If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering;

031:020 If his loins have not blessed me, and if he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep;

031:021 If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I saw my help in the gate:

031:022 Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder blade, and mine arm be broken from the bone.

031:023 For destruction from God was a terror to me, and by reason of his highness I could not endure.

031:024 If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence;

031:025 If I rejoice because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much;

031:026 If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness;

031:027 And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand:

031:028 This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied the God that is above.

031:029 If I rejoice at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him:

031:030 Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin by wishing a curse to his soul.

031:031 If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of his flesh! we cannot be satisfied.

031:032 The stranger did not lodge in the street: but I opened my doors to the traveller.

031:033 If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom:

031:034 Did I fear a great multitude, or did the contempt of families terrify me, that I kept silence, and went not out of the door?

031:035 Oh that one would hear me! behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would answer me, and that mine adversary had written a book.

031:036 Surely I would take it upon my shoulder, and bind it as a crown to me.

031:037 I would declare unto him the number of my steps; as a prince would I go near unto him.

031:038 If my land cry against me, or that the furrows likewise thereof complain;

031:039 If I have eaten the fruits thereof without money, or have caused the owners thereof to lose their life:

031:040 Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead of barley. The words of Job are ended.

032:001 So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.

032:002 Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God.

032:003 Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

032:004 Now Elihu had waited till Job had spoken, because they were elder than he.

032:005 When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, then his wrath was kindled.

032:006 And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, I am young, and ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, and durst not shew you mine opinion.

032:007 I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom.

032:008 But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.

032:009 Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment.

032:010 Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will shew mine opinion.

032:011 Behold, I waited for your words; I gave ear to your reasons, whilst ye searched out what to say.

032:012 Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that convinced Job, or that answered his words:

032:013 Lest ye should say, We have found out wisdom: God thrusteth him down, not man.

032:014 Now he hath not directed his words against me: neither will I answer him with your speeches.

032:015 They were amazed, they answered no more: they left off speaking.

032:016 When I had waited, (for they spake not, but stood still, and answered no more;)

032:017 I said, I will answer also my part, I also will shew mine opinion.

032:018 For I am full of matter, the spirit within me constraineth me.

032:019 Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles.

032:020 I will speak, that I may be refreshed: I will open my lips and answer.

032:021 Let me not, I pray you, accept any mans person, neither let me give flattering titles unto man.

032:022 For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon take me away.

033:001 Wherefore, Job, I pray thee, hear my speeches, and hearken to all my words.

033:002 Behold, now I have opened my mouth, my tongue hath spoken in my mouth.

033:003 My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter knowledge clearly.

033:004 The spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.

033:005 If thou canst answer me, set thy words in order before me, stand up.

033:006 Behold, I am according to thy wish in Gods stead: I also am formed out of the clay.

033:007 Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee.

033:008 Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, and I have heard the voice of thy words, saying,

033:009 I am clean without transgression, I am innocent; neither is there iniquity in me.

033:010 Behold, he findeth occasions against me, he counteth me for his enemy,

033:011 He putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh all my paths.

033:012 Behold, in this thou art not just: I will answer thee, that God is greater than man.

033:013 Why dost thou strive against him? for he giveth not account of any of his matters.

033:014 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.

033:015 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed;

033:016 Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction,

033:017 That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man.

033:018 He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword.

033:019 He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain:

033:020 So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat.

033:021 His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not seen stick out.

033:022 Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the destroyers.

033:023 If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness:

033:024 Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom.

033:025 His flesh shall be fresher than a childs: he shall return to the days of his youth:

033:026 He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.

033:027 He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not;

033:028 He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light.

033:029 Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man,

033:030 To bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living.

033:031 Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I will speak.

033:032 If thou hast anything to say, answer me: speak, for I desire to justify thee.

033:033 If not, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I shall teach thee wisdom.

034:001 Furthermore Elihu answered and said,

034:002 Hear my words, O ye wise men; and give ear unto me, ye that have knowledge.

034:003 For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat.

034:004 Let us choose to us judgment: let us know among ourselves what is good.

034:005 For Job hath said, I am righteous: and God hath taken away my judgment.

034:006 Should I lie against my right? my wound is incurable without transgression.

034:007 What man is like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water?

034:008 Which goeth in company with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with wicked men.

034:009 For he hath said, It profiteth a man nothing that he should delight himself with God.

034:010 Therefore hearken unto me ye men of understanding: far be it from God, that he should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity.

034:011 For the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause every man to find according to his ways.

034:012 Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment.

034:013 Who hath given him a charge over the earth? or who hath disposed the whole world?

034:014 If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit and his breath;

034:015 All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust.

034:016 If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken to the voice of my words.

034:017 Shall even he that hateth right govern? and wilt thou condemn him that is most just?

034:018 Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly?

034:019 How much less to him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his hands.

034:020 In a moment shall they die, and the people shall be troubled at midnight, and pass away: and the mighty shall be taken away without hand.

034:021 For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings.

034:022 There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.

034:023 For he will not lay upon man more than right; that he should enter into judgment with God.

034:024 He shall break in pieces mighty men without number, and set others in their stead.

034:025 Therefore he knoweth their works, and he overturneth them in the night, so that they are destroyed.

034:026 He striketh them as wicked men in the open sight of others;

034:027 Because they turned back from him, and would not consider any of his ways:

034:028 So that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and he heareth the cry of the afflicted.

034:029 When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and when he hideth his face, who then can behold him? whether it be done against a nation, or against a man only:

034:030 That the hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared.

034:031 Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any more:

034:032 That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more.

034:033 Should it be according to thy mind? he will recompense it, whether thou refuse, or whether thou choose; and not I: therefore speak what thou knowest.

034:034 Let men of understanding tell me, and let a wise man hearken unto me.

034:035 Job hath spoken without knowledge, and his words were without wisdom.

034:036 My desire is that Job may be tried unto the end because of his answers for wicked men.

034:037 For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he clappeth his hands among us, and multiplieth his words against God.

035:001 Elihu spake moreover, and said,

035:002 Thinkest thou this to be right, that thou saidst, My righteousness is more than Gods?

035:003 For thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee? and, What profit shall I have, if I be cleansed from my sin?

035:004 I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee.

035:005 Look unto the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds which are higher than thou.

035:006 If thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto him?

035:007 If thou be righteous, what givest thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand?

035:008 Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art; and thy righteousness may profit the son of man.

035:009 By reason of the multitude of oppressions they make the oppressed to cry: they cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty.

035:010 But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night;

035:011 Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven?

035:012 There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil men.

035:013 Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard it.

035:014 Although thou sayest thou shalt not see him, yet judgment is before him; therefore trust thou in him.

035:015 But now, because it is not so, he hath visited in his anger; yet he knoweth it not in great extremity:

035:016 Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain; he multiplieth words without knowledge.

036:001 Elihu also proceeded, and said,

036:002 Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee that I have yet to speak on Gods behalf.

036:003 I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.

036:004 For truly my words shall not be false: he that is perfect in knowledge is with thee.

036:005 Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: he is mighty in strength and wisdom.

036:006 He preserveth not the life of the wicked: but giveth right to the poor.

036:007 He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous: but with kings are they on the throne; yea, he doth establish them for ever, and they are exalted.

036:008 And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords of affliction;

036:009 Then he sheweth them their work, and their transgressions that they have exceeded.

036:010 He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity.

036:011 If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures.

036:012 But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge.

036:013 But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them.

036:014 They die in youth, and their life is among the unclean.

036:015 He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppression.

036:016 Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait into a broad place, where there is no straitness; and that which should be set on thy table should be full of fatness.

036:017 But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked: judgment and justice take hold on thee.

036:018 Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee.

036:019 Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor all the forces of strength.

036:020 Desire not the night, when people are cut off in their place.

036:021 Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather than affliction.

036:022 Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teacheth like him?

036:023 Who hath enjoined him his way? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity?

036:024 Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold.

036:025 Every man may see it; man may behold it afar off.

036:026 Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can the number of his years be searched out.

036:027 For he maketh small the drops of water: they pour down rain according to the vapour thereof:

036:028 Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly.

036:029 Also can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, or the noise of his tabernacle?

036:030 Behold, he spreadeth his light upon it, and covereth the bottom of the sea.

036:031 For by them judgeth he the people; he giveth meat in abundance.

036:032 With clouds he covereth the light; and commandeth it not to shine by the cloud that cometh betwixt.

036:033 The noise thereof sheweth concerning it, the cattle also concerning the vapour.

037:001 At this also my heart trembleth, and is moved out of his place.

037:002 Hear attentively the noise of his voice, and the sound that goeth out of his mouth.

037:003 He directeth it under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth.

037:004 After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency; and he will not stay them when his voice is heard.

037:005 God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend.

037:006 For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of his strength.

037:007 He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know his work.

037:008 Then the beasts go into dens, and remain in their places.

037:009 Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north.

037:010 By the breath of God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened.

037:011 Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud: he scattereth his bright cloud:

037:012 And it is turned round about by his counsels: that they may do whatsoever he commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth.

037:013 He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for his land, or for mercy.

037:014 Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

037:015 Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused the light of his cloud to shine?

037:016 Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him which is perfect in knowledge?

037:017 How thy garments are warm, when he quieteth the earth by the south wind?

037:018 Hast thou with him spread out the sky, which is strong, and as a molten looking glass?

037:019 Teach us what we shall say unto him; for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness.

037:020 Shall it be told him that I speak? if a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up.

037:021 And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth them.

037:022 Fair weather cometh out of the north: with God is terrible majesty.

037:023 Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out: he is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of justice: he will not afflict.

037:024 Men do therefore fear him: he respecteth not any that are wise of heart.

038:001 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,

038:002 Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?

038:003 Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.

038:004 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.

038:005 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?

038:006 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;

038:007 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

038:008 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb?

038:009 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it,

038:010 And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,

038:011 And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?

038:012 Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the dayspring to know his place;

038:013 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken out of it?

038:014 It is turned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment.

038:015 And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm shall be broken.

038:016 Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?

038:017 Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death?

038:018 Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all.

038:019 Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place thereof,

038:020 That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the paths to the house thereof?

038:021 Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the number of thy days is great?

038:022 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail,

038:023 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war?

038:024 By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth?

038:025 Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or a way for the lightning of thunder;

038:026 To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, wherein there is no man;

038:027 To satisfy the desolate and waste ground; and to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring forth?

038:028 Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew?

038:029 Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it?

038:030 The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen.

038:031 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?

038:032 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?

038:033 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?

038:034 Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover thee?

038:035 Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go and say unto thee, Here we are?

038:036 Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart?

038:037 Who can number the clouds in wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven,

038:038 When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together?

038:039 Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the young lions,

038:040 When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to lie in wait?

038:041 Who provideth for the raven his food? when his young ones cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat.

039:001 Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve?

039:002 Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring forth?

039:003 They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast out their sorrows.

039:004 Their young ones are in good liking, they grow up with corn; they go forth, and return not unto them.

039:005 Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass?

039:006 Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings.

039:007 He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crying of the driver.

039:008 The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth after every green thing.

039:009 Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib?

039:010 Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after thee?

039:011 Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him?

039:012 Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn?

039:013 Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and feathers unto the ostrich?

039:014 Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust,

039:015 And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may break them.

039:016 She is hardened against her young ones, as though they were not hers: her labour is in vain without fear;

039:017 Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to her understanding.

039:018 What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the horse and his rider.

039:019 Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder?

039:020 Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his nostrils is terrible.

039:021 He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on to meet the armed men.

039:022 He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth he back from the sword.

039:023 The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield.

039:024 He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet.

039:025 He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

039:026 Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south?

039:027 Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high?

039:028 She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place.

039:029 From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off.

039:030 Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she.

040:001 Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said,

040:002 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him answer it.

040:003 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,

040:004 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.

040:005 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.

040:006 Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,

040:007 Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.

040:008 Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous?

040:009 Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?

040:010 Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty.

040:011 Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is proud, and abase him.

040:012 Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place.

040:013 Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret.

040:014 Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee.

040:015 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox.

040:016 Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly.

040:017 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together.

040:018 His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron.

040:019 He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him.

040:020 Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all the beasts of the field play.

040:021 He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and fens.

040:022 The shady trees cover him with their shadow; the willows of the brook compass him about.

040:023 Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not: he trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth.

040:024 He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares.

041:001 Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down?

041:002 Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn?

041:003 Will he make many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft words unto thee?

041:004 Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a servant for ever?

041:005 Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens?

041:006 Shall the companions make a banquet of him? shall they part him among the merchants?

041:007 Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons? or his head with fish spears?

041:008 Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more.

041:009 Behold, the hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him?

041:010 None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me?

041:011 Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him? whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine.

041:012 I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion.

041:013 Who can discover the face of his garment? or who can come to him with his double bridle?

041:014 Who can open the doors of his face? his teeth are terrible round about.

041:015 His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal.

041:016 One is so near to another, that no air can come between them.

041:017 They are joined one to another, they stick together, that they cannot be sundered.

041:018 By his neesings a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.

041:019 Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out.

041:020 Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron.

041:021 His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.

041:022 In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned into joy before him.

041:023 The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved.

041:024 His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone.

041:025 When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of breakings they purify themselves.

041:026 The sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor the habergeon.

041:027 He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood.

041:028 The arrow cannot make him flee: slingstones are turned with him into stubble.

041:029 Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the shaking of a spear.

041:030 Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire.

041:031 He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment.

041:032 He maketh a path to shine after him; one would think the deep to be hoary.

041:033 Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear.

041:034 He beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of pride.

042:001 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,

042:002 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.

042:003 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.

042:004 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.

042:005 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.

042:006 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

042:007 And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.

042:008 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job.

042:009 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job.

042:010 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.

042:011 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold.

042:012 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.

042:013 He had also seven sons and three daughters.

042:014 And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch.

042:015 And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren.

042:016 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons sons, even four generations.

042:017 So Job died, being old and full of days.


Book of Psalms

[image: img861.jpg]


INTRODUCTORY NOTE

[image: img861.jpg]

THE BOOK OF Psalms is a great collection of the religious lyrics of the Hebrew people. of unknown authority, and of uncertain dates, these hymns were gathered and arranged, in part at least, for use in the services of the Temple at Jerusalem; but their profundity of feeling, their simplicity of expression, and the variety of the religious experiences with which they deal have found them a welcome in the hearts of devout people far beyond the limits of Judaism.

The Psalms as they have come down to us are divided into five Books, each ending with a doxology; but it is probable that these divisions are of a later date than the actual collecting of the poems. One hundred of them are attached to individual names; and these names were long supposed to indicate the authors. Thus to David are attributed seventy-three, to Asaph twelve, to Moses one, to Solomon two, to the sons of Korah eleven. These ascriptions are, however, later than the Psalms themselves, and are by no means to be relied on, many of them being demonstrably false. The only poems which are now universally ascribed to David are those in 2 Samuel, I and III; it is doubtful whether he wrote any of the Psalms.

The question of the dates of the Psalms is almost as difficult as that of the authorship. Some have been supposed to be as old as 900 B. C.; none is likely to be later than the beginning of the second century B. C.; and their composition probably extended over more than five hundred years.

The religious moods to which they give utterance are manifold. Adoration and thanksgiving, prayer and penitence and imprecation, history and prophecy, the general worship of a whole people and the intimate impulses of an individual soul — all these and many more are represented in this supreme collection of sacred song.
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001:001 BLESSED IS the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

001:002 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

001:003 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

001:004 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.

001:005 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

001:006 For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

002:001 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

002:002 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

002:003 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

002:004 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision.

002:005 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

002:006 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

002:007 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

002:008 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

002:009 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potters vessel.

002:010 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

002:011 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

002:012 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

003:001 Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me.

003:002 Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah.

003:003 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.

003:004 I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah.

003:005 I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.

003:006 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about.

003:007 Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.

003:008 Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.

004:001 Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.

004:002 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah.

004:003 But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him.

004:004 Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.

004:005 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD.

004:006 There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us.

004:007 Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased.

004:008 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.

005:001 Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation.

005:002 Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray.

005:003 My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.

005:004 For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.

005:005 The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.

005:006 Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.

005:007 But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple.

005:008 Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face.

005:009 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue.

005:010 Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee.

005:011 But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.

005:012 For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.

006:001 O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.

006:002 Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed.

006:003 My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?

006:004 Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies sake.

006:005 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?

006:006 I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears.

006:007 Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies.

006:008 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping.

006:009 The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my prayer.

006:010 Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let them return and be ashamed suddenly.

007:001 O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me:

007:002 Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver.

007:003 O LORD my God, If I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands;

007:004 If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:)

007:005 Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust. Selah.

007:006 Arise, O LORD, in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded.

007:007 So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: for their sakes therefore return thou on high.

007:008 The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me.

007:009 Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.

007:010 My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart.

007:011 God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.

007:012 If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready.

007:013 He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors.

007:014 Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood.

007:015 He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made.

007:016 His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate.

007:017 I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high.

008:001 O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

008:002 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.

008:003 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;

008:004 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

008:005 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.

008:006 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:

008:007 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;

008:008 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.

008:009 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

009:001 I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works.

009:002 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.

009:003 When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence.

009:004 For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging right.

009:005 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever.

009:006 O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast destroyed cities; their memorial is perished with them.

009:007 But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for judgment.

009:008 And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.

009:009 The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.

009:010 And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.

009:011 Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings.

009:012 When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble.

009:013 Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the gates of death:

009:014 That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy salvation.

009:015 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot taken.

009:016 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.

009:017 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.

009:018 For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.

009:019 Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight.

009:020 Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah.

010:001 Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?

010:002 The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined.

010:003 For the wicked boasteth of his hearts desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth.

010:004 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.

010:005 His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far above out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them.

010:006 He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall never be in adversity.

010:007 His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity.

010:008 He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages: in the secret places doth he murder the innocent: his eyes are privily set against the poor.

010:009 He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: he lieth in wait to catch the poor: he doth catch the poor, when he draweth him into his net.

010:010 He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor may fall by his strong ones.

010:011 He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see it.

010:012 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up thine hand: forget not the humble.

010:013 Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not require it.

010:014 Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy hand: the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art the helper of the fatherless.

010:015 Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man: seek out his wickedness till thou find none.

010:016 The LORD is King for ever and ever: the heathen are perished out of his land.

010:017 LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear:

010:018 To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth may no more oppress.

011:001 In the LORD put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain?

011:002 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in heart.

011:003 If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?

011:004 The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORDs throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.

011:005 The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.

011:006 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.

011:007 For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.

012:001 Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men.

012:002 They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak.

012:003 The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things:

012:004 Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us?

012:005 For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD; I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him.

012:006 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

012:007 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.

012:008 The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted.

013:001 How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?

013:002 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me?

013:003 Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death;

013:004 Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved.

013:005 But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.

013:006 I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me.

014:001 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.

014:002 The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.

014:003 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

014:004 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD.

014:005 There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous.

014:006 Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge.

014:007 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

015:001 Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

015:002 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.

015:003 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.

015:004 In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.

015:005 He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.

016:001 Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.

016:002 O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;

016:003 But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.

016:004 Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.

016:005 The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.

016:006 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

016:007 I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.

016:008 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

016:009 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.

016:010 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

016:011 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

017:001 Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.

017:002 Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine eyes behold the things that are equal.

017:003 Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.

017:004 Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.

017:005 Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not.

017:006 I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.

017:007 Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them.

017:008 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,

017:009 From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about.

017:010 They are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly.

017:011 They have now compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth;

017:012 Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

017:013 Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword:

017:014 From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes.

017:015 As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.

018:001 I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.

018:002 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

018:003 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

018:004 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.

018:005 The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me.

018:006 In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.

018:007 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.

018:008 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.

018:009 He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet.

018:010 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.

018:011 He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

018:012 At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.

018:013 The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.

018:014 Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.

018:015 Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

018:016 He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.

018:017 He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for me.

018:018 They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay.

018:019 He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

018:020 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me.

018:021 For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God.

018:022 For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me.

018:023 I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine iniquity.

018:024 Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight.

018:025 With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright;

018:026 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward.

018:027 For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks.

018:028 For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.

018:029 For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.

018:030 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.

018:031 For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God?

018:032 It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.

018:033 He maketh my feet like hinds feet, and setteth me upon my high places.

018:034 He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.

018:035 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.

018:036 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip.

018:037 I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither did I turn again till they were consumed.

018:038 I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they are fallen under my feet.

018:039 For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me.

018:040 Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that I might destroy them that hate me.

018:041 They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not.

018:042 Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets.

018:043 Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast made me the head of the heathen: a people whom I have not known shall serve me.

018:044 As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the strangers shall submit themselves unto me.

018:045 The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places.

018:046 The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted.

018:047 It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me.

018:048 He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man.

018:049 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name.

018:050 Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and sheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore.

019:001 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

019:002 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.

019:003 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.

019:004 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

019:005 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.

019:006 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

019:007 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

019:008 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

019:009 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

019:010 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

019:011 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.

019:012 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.

019:013 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.

019:014 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.

020:001 The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee;

020:002 Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion;

020:003 Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice; Selah.

020:004 Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel.

020:005 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions.

020:006 Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand.

020:007 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.

020:008 They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright.

020:009 Save, LORD: let the king hear us when we call.

021:001 The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!

021:002 Thou hast given him his hearts desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah.

021:003 For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head.

021:004 He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever.

021:005 His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him.

021:006 For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance.

021:007 For the king trusteth in the LORD, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved.

021:008 Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee.

021:009 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.

021:010 Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men.

021:011 For they intended evil against thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform.

021:012 Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them.

021:013 Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise thy power.

022:001 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?

022:002 O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.

022:003 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

022:004 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.

022:005 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.

022:006 But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.

022:007 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,

022:008 He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

022:009 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mothers breasts.

022:010 I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mothers belly.

022:011 Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.

022:012 Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.

022:013 They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.

022:014 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.

022:015 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.

022:016 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.

022:017 I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.

022:018 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

022:019 But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me.

022:020 Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.

022:021 Save me from the lions mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.

022:022 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.

022:023 Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.

022:024 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard.

022:025 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him.

022:026 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever.

022:027 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.

022:028 For the kingdom is the LORDs: and he is the governor among the nations.

022:029 All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul.

022:030 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.

022:031 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.

023:001 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

023:002 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

023:003 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his names sake.

023:004 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

023:005 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

023:006 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

024:001 The earth is the LORDs, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

024:002 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

024:003 Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?

024:004 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.

024:005 He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

024:006 This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.

024:007 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.

024:008 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.

024:009 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.

024:010 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.

025:001 Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.

025:002 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.

025:003 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.

025:004 Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.

025:005 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

025:006 Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.

025:007 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness sake, O LORD.

025:008 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.

025:009 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.

025:010 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.

025:011 For thy names sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.

025:012 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose.

025:013 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.

025:014 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.

025:015 Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.

025:016 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.

025:017 The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.

025:018 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.

025:019 Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.

025:020 O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee.

025:021 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.

025:022 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.

026:001 Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide.

026:002 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart.

026:003 For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth.

026:004 I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers.

026:005 I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked.

026:006 I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:

026:007 That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works.

026:008 LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.

026:009 Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men:

026:010 In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes.

026:011 But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me.

026:012 My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD.

027:001 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

027:002 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.

027:003 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.

027:004 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.

027:005 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.

027:006 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.

027:007 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.

027:008 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.

027:009 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.

027:010 When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.

027:011 Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.

027:012 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.

027:013 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

027:014 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

028:001 Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit.

028:002 Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle.

028:003 Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts.

028:004 Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavours: give them after the work of their hands; render to them their desert.

028:005 Because they regard not the works of the LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.

028:006 Blessed be the LORD, because he hath heard the voice of my supplications.

028:007 The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.

028:008 The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed.

028:009 Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift them up for ever.

029:001 Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength.

029:002 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

029:003 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters.

029:004 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

029:005 The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.

029:006 He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.

029:007 The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire.

029:008 The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.

029:009 The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory.

029:010 The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever.

029:011 The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.

030:001 I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me.

030:002 O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.

030:003 O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.

030:004 Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.

030:005 For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

030:006 And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved.

030:007 LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.

030:008 I cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD I made supplication.

030:009 What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?

030:010 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou my helper.

030:011 Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;

030:012 To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.

031:001 In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness.

031:002 Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily: be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me.

031:003 For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy names sake lead me, and guide me.

031:004 Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: for thou art my strength.

031:005 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.

031:006 I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in the LORD.

031:007 I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities;

031:008 And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room.

031:009 Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly.

031:010 For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed.

031:011 I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me.

031:012 I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.

031:013 For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take away my life.

031:014 But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God.

031:015 My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me.

031:016 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies sake.

031:017 Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the grave.

031:018 Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.

031:019 Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!

031:020 Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.

031:021 Blessed be the LORD: for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city.

031:022 For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee.

031:023 O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.

031:024 Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.

032:001 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

032:002 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

032:003 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.

032:004 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.

032:005 I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

032:006 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him.

032:007 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah.

032:008 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.

032:009 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.

032:010 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about.

032:011 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

033:001 Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.

033:002 Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.

033:003 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.

033:004 For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth.

033:005 He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.

033:006 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.

033:007 He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.

033:008 Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.

033:009 For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.

033:010 The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect.

033:011 The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.

033:012 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.

033:013 The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.

033:014 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.

033:015 He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works.

033:016 There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.

033:017 An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.

033:018 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy;

033:019 To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.

033:020 Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield.

033:021 For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy name.

033:022 Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in thee.

034:001 I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

034:002 My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

034:003 O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

034:004 I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.

034:005 They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.

034:006 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.

034:007 The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.

034:008 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

034:009 O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him.

034:010 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.

034:011 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

034:012 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?

034:013 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.

034:014 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.

034:015 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.

034:016 The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

034:017 The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.

034:018 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

034:019 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.

034:020 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.

034:021 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate.

034:022 The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.

035:001 Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight against me.

035:002 Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help.

035:003 Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.

035:004 Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt.

035:005 Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them.

035:006 Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them.

035:007 For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without cause they have digged for my soul.

035:008 Let destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch himself: into that very destruction let him fall.

035:009 And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation.

035:010 All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?

035:011 False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.

035:012 They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul.

035:013 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom.

035:014 I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother.

035:015 But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together: yea, the abjects gathered themselves together against me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceased not:

035:016 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth.

035:017 Lord, how long wilt thou look on? rescue my soul from their destructions, my darling from the lions.

035:018 I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much people.

035:019 Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause.

035:020 For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet in the land.

035:021 Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it.

035:022 This thou hast seen, O LORD: keep not silence: O Lord, be not far from me.

035:023 Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my cause, my God and my Lord.

035:024 Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy righteousness; and let them not rejoice over me.

035:025 Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have it: let them not say, We have swallowed him up.

035:026 Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me.

035:027 Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.

035:028 And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.

036:001 The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.

036:002 For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful.

036:003 The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good.

036:004 He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil.

036:005 Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.

036:006 Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast.

036:007 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.

036:008 They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.

036:009 For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.

036:010 O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.

036:011 Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me.

036:012 There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.

037:001 Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.

037:002 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.

037:003 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.

037:004 Delight thyself also in the LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

037:005 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

037:006 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.

037:007 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

037:008 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.

037:009 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.

037:010 For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.

037:011 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

037:012 The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth.

037:013 The LORD shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming.

037:014 The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation.

037:015 Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.

037:016 A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.

037:017 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous.

037:018 The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever.

037:019 They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

037:020 But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.

037:021 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.

037:022 For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.

037:023 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

037:024 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

037:025 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

037:026 He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed.

037:027 Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore.

037:028 For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.

037:029 The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever.

037:030 The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment.

037:031 The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.

037:032 The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him.

037:033 The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged.

037:034 Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it.

037:035 I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree.

037:036 Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.

037:037 Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.

037:038 But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.

037:039 But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble.

037:040 And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.

038:001 O lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.

038:002 For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore.

038:003 There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin.

038:004 For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me.

038:005 My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness.

038:006 I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long.

038:007 For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there is no soundness in my flesh.

038:008 I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart.

038:009 Lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning is not hid from thee.

038:010 My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me.

038:011 My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off.

038:012 They also that seek after my life lay snares for me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine deceits all the day long.

038:013 But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.

038:014 Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs.

038:015 For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God.

038:016 For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me.

038:017 For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually before me.

038:018 For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.

038:019 But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied.

038:020 They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I follow the thing that good is.

038:021 Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me.

038:022 Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation.

039:001 I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.

039:002 I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred.

039:003 My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue,

039:004 LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is: that I may know how frail I am.

039:005 Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.

039:006 Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.

039:007 And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.

039:008 Deliver me from all my transgressions: make me not the reproach of the foolish.

039:009 I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; because thou didst it.

039:010 Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the blow of thine hand.

039:011 When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: surely every man is vanity. Selah.

039:012 Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.

039:013 O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more.

040:001 I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.

040:002 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

040:003 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.

040:004 Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.

040:005 Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.

040:006 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required.

040:007 Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,

040:008 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

040:009 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.

040:010 I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.

040:011 Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me.

040:012 For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me.

040:013 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me.

040:014 Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil.

040:015 Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha.

040:016 Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified.

040:017 But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.

041:001 Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.

041:002 The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies.

041:003 The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.

041:004 I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee.

041:005 Mine enemies speak evil of me, When shall he die, and his name perish?

041:006 And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: his heart gathereth iniquity to itself; when he goeth abroad, he telleth it.

041:007 All that hate me whisper together against me: against me do they devise my hurt.

041:008 An evil disease, say they, cleaveth fast unto him: and now that he lieth he shall rise up no more.

041:009 Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.

041:010 But thou, O LORD, be merciful unto me, and raise me up, that I may requite them.

041:011 By this I know that thou favourest me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over me.

041:012 And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and settest me before thy face for ever.

041:013 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.

042:001 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.

042:002 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?

042:003 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?

042:004 When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday.

042:005 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.

042:006 O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.

042:007 Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.

042:008 Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the day time, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life.

042:009 I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?

042:010 As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?

042:011 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

043:001 Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.

043:002 For thou art the God of my strength: why dost thou cast me off? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?

043:003 O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.

043:004 Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God.

043:005 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

044:001 We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old.

044:002 How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them; how thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out.

044:003 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.

044:004 Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob.

044:005 Through thee will we push down our enemies: through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us.

044:006 For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me.

044:007 But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put them to shame that hated us.

044:008 In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah.

044:009 But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and goest not forth with our armies.

044:010 Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: and they which hate us spoil for themselves.

044:011 Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; and hast scattered us among the heathen.

044:012 Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase thy wealth by their price.

044:013 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision to them that are round about us.

044:014 Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking of the head among the people.

044:015 My confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my face hath covered me,

044:016 For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; by reason of the enemy and avenger.

044:017 All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant.

044:018 Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from thy way;

044:019 Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, and covered us with the shadow of death.

044:020 If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our hands to a strange god;

044:021 Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the heart.

044:022 Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter.

044:023 Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever.

044:024 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our oppression?

044:025 For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth.

044:026 Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies sake.

045:001 My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

045:002 Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.

045:003 Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty.

045:004 And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.

045:005 Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the kings enemies; whereby the people fall under thee.

045:006 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

045:007 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

045:008 All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad.

045:009 Kings daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir.

045:010 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy fathers house;

045:011 So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him.

045:012 And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour.

045:013 The kings daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold.

045:014 She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee.

045:015 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the kings palace.

045:016 Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth.

045:017 I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.

046:001 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

046:002 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;

046:003 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah.

046:004 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.

046:005 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.

046:006 The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted.

046:007 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

046:008 Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth.

046:009 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire.

046:010 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

046:011 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

047:001 O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.

047:002 For the LORD most high is terrible; he is a great King over all the earth.

047:003 He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet.

047:004 He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah.

047:005 God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

047:006 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises.

047:007 For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding.

047:008 God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.

047:009 The princes of the people are gathered together, even the people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto God: he is greatly exalted.

048:001 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

048:002 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.

048:003 God is known in her palaces for a refuge.

048:004 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.

048:005 They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.

048:006 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.

048:007 Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.

048:008 As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever. Selah.

048:009 We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.

048:010 According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness.

048:011 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.

048:012 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.

048:013 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.

048:014 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.

049:001 Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world:

049:002 Both low and high, rich and poor, together.

049:003 My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.

049:004 I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp.

049:005 Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about?

049:006 They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches;

049:007 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him:

049:008 (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:)

049:009 That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption.

049:010 For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others.

049:011 Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names.

049:012 Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish.

049:013 This their way is their folly: yet their posterity approve their sayings. Selah.

049:014 Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling.

049:015 But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.

049:016 Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased;

049:017 For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not descend after him.

049:018 Though while he lived he blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself.

049:019 He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light.

049:020 Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.

050:001 The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof.

050:002 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.

050:003 Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him.

050:004 He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people.

050:005 Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.

050:006 And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah.

050:007 Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I am God, even thy God.

050:008 I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before me.

050:009 I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds.

050:010 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.

050:011 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.

050:012 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

050:013 Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?

050:014 Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High:

050:015 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

050:016 But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?

050:017 Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee.

050:018 When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adulterers.

050:019 Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit.

050:020 Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mothers son.

050:021 These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes.

050:022 Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.

050:023 Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God.

051:001 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

051:002 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

051:003 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

051:004 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

051:005 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

051:006 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

051:007 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

051:008 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

051:009 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

051:010 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

051:011 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

051:012 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

051:013 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

051:014 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.

051:015 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

051:016 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.

051:017 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

051:018 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.

051:019 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

052:001 Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually.

052:002 The tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.

052:003 Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah.

052:004 Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue.

052:005 God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah.

052:006 The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him:

052:007 Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness.

052:008 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.

052:009 I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints.

053:001 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good.

053:002 God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God.

053:003 Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

053:004 Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread: they have not called upon God.

053:005 There were they in great fear, where no fear was: for God hath scattered the bones of him that encampeth against thee: thou hast put them to shame, because God hath despised them.

053:006 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

054:001 Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength.

054:002 Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth.

054:003 For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have not set God before them. Selah.

054:004 Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul.

054:005 He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth.

054:006 I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good.

054:007 For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies.

055:001 Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication.

055:002 Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn in my complaint, and make a noise;

055:003 Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the oppression of the wicked: for they cast iniquity upon me, and in wrath they hate me.

055:004 My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me.

055:005 Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me.

055:006 And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest.

055:007 Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilderness. Selah.

055:008 I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest.

055:009 Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues: for I have seen violence and strife in the city.

055:010 Day and night they go about it upon the walls thereof: mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it.

055:011 Wickedness is in the midst thereof: deceit and guile depart not from her streets.

055:012 For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him:

055:013 But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance.

055:014 We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company.

055:015 Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings, and among them.

055:016 As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.

055:017 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.

055:018 He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: for there were many with me.

055:019 God shall hear, and afflict them, even he that abideth of old. Selah. Because they have no changes, therefore they fear not God.

055:020 He hath put forth his hands against such as be at peace with him: he hath broken his covenant.

055:021 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords.

055:022 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.

055:023 But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee.

056:001 Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up; he fighting daily oppresseth me.

056:002 Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be many that fight against me, O thou most High.

056:003 What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.

056:004 In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me.

056:005 Every day they wrest my words: all their thoughts are against me for evil.

056:006 They gather themselves together, they hide themselves, they mark my steps, when they wait for my soul.

056:007 Shall they escape by iniquity? in thine anger cast down the people, O God.

056:008 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

056:009 When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: this I know; for God is for me.

056:010 In God will I praise his word: in the LORD will I praise his word.

056:011 In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.

056:012 Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praises unto thee.

056:013 For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?

057:001 Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.

057:002 I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me.

057:003 He shall send from heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. Selah. God shall send forth his mercy and his truth.

057:004 My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword.

057:005 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth.

057:006 They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah.

057:007 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.

057:008 Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.

057:009 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.

057:010 For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.

057:011 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth.

058:001 Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men?

058:002 Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth.

058:003 The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.

058:004 Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear;

058:005 Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely.

058:006 Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD.

058:007 Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces.

058:008 As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: like the untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun.

058:009 Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath.

058:010 The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked.

058:011 So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth.

059:001 Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: defend me from them that rise up against me.

059:002 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and save me from bloody men.

059:003 For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul: the mighty are gathered against me; not for my transgression, nor for my sin, O LORD.

059:004 They run and prepare themselves without my fault: awake to help me, and behold.

059:005 Thou therefore, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, awake to visit all the heathen: be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. Selah.

059:006 They return at evening: they make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city.

059:007 Behold, they belch out with their mouth: swords are in their lips: for who, say they, doth hear?

059:008 But thou, O LORD, shalt laugh at them; thou shalt have all the heathen in derision.

059:009 Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence.

059:010 The God of my mercy shall prevent me: God shall let me see my desire upon mine enemies.

059:011 Slay them not, lest my people forget: scatter them by thy power; and bring them down, O Lord our shield.

059:012 For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even be taken in their pride: and for cursing and lying which they speak.

059:013 Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they may not be: and let them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah.

059:014 And at evening let them return; and let them make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city.

059:015 Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they be not satisfied.

059:016 But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble.

059:017 Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is my defence, and the God of my mercy.

060:001 O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again.

060:002 Thou hast made the earth to tremble; thou hast broken it: heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh.

060:003 Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: thou hast made us to drink the wine of astonishment.

060:004 Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah.

060:005 That thy beloved may be delivered; save with thy right hand, and hear me.

060:006 God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth.

060:007 Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver;

060:008 Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe: Philistia, triumph thou because of me.

060:009 Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom?

060:010 Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst cast us off? and thou, O God, which didst not go out with our armies?

060:011 Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.

060:012 Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.

061:001 Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer.

061:002 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

061:003 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.

061:004 I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah.

061:005 For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name.

061:006 Thou wilt prolong the kings life: and his years as many generations.

061:007 He shall abide before God for ever: O prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him.

061:008 So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, that I may daily perform my vows.

062:001 Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation.

062:002 He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved.

062:003 How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering fence.

062:004 They only consult to cast him down from his excellency: they delight in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. Selah.

062:005 My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.

062:006 He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved.

062:007 In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.

062:008 Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.

062:009 Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity.

062:010 Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them.

062:011 God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.

062:012 Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work.

063:001 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;

063:002 To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.

063:003 Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.

063:004 Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.

063:005 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips:

063:006 When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.

063:007 Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.

063:008 My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.

063:009 But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth.

063:010 They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes.

063:011 But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that sweareth by him shall glory: but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.

064:001 Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy.

064:002 Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity:

064:003 Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words:

064:004 That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not.

064:005 They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they commune of laying snares privily; they say, Who shall see them?

064:006 They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: both the inward thought of every one of them, and the heart, is deep.

064:007 But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded.

064:008 So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall flee away.

064:009 And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely consider of his doing.

064:010 The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall glory.

065:001 Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed.

065:002 O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.

065:003 Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away.

065:004 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.

065:005 By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea:

065:006 Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; being girded with power:

065:007 Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people.

065:008 They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice.

065:009 Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it.

065:010 Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof.

065:011 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness.

065:012 They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side.

065:013 The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.

066:001 Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:

066:002 Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.

066:003 Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee.

066:004 All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name. Selah.

066:005 Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men.

066:006 He turned the sea into dry land: they went through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice in him.

066:007 He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah.

066:008 O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard:

066:009 Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved.

066:010 For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.

066:011 Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins.

066:012 Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.

066:013 I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows,

066:014 Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.

066:015 I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats. Selah.

066:016 Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.

066:017 I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue.

066:018 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

066:019 But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer.

066:020 Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.

067:001 God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; Selah.

067:002 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations.

067:003 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.

067:004 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah.

067:005 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.

067:006 Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us.

067:007 God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.

068:001 Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him.

068:002 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

068:003 But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice.

068:004 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him.

068:005 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.

068:006 God setteth the solitary in families: he bringeth out those which are bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

068:007 O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, when thou didst march through the wilderness; Selah:

068:008 The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

068:009 Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary.

068:010 Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: thou, O God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor.

068:011 The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it.

068:012 Kings of armies did flee apace: and she that tarried at home divided the spoil.

068:013 Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold.

068:014 When the Almighty scattered kings in it, it was white as snow in Salmon.

068:015 The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; an high hill as the hill of Bashan.

068:016 Why leap ye, ye high hills? this is the hill which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the LORD will dwell in it for ever.

068:017 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.

068:018 Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them.

068:019 Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah.

068:020 He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues from death.

068:021 But God shall wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses.

068:022 The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan, I will bring my people again from the depths of the sea:

068:023 That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same.

068:024 They have seen thy goings, O God; even the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary.

068:025 The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; among them were the damsels playing with timbrels.

068:026 Bless ye God in the congregations, even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel.

068:027 There is little Benjamin with their ruler, the princes of Judah and their council, the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali.

068:028 Thy God hath commanded thy strength: strengthen, O God, that which thou hast wrought for us.

068:029 Because of thy temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring presents unto thee.

068:030 Rebuke the company of spearmen, the multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people, till every one submit himself with pieces of silver: scatter thou the people that delight in war.

068:031 Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God.

068:032 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing praises unto the Lord; Selah:

068:033 To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice.

068:034 Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds.

068:035 O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God.

069:001 Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul.

069:002 I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me.

069:003 I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God.

069:004 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.

069:005 O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee.

069:006 Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel.

069:007 Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face.

069:008 I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mothers children.

069:009 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.

069:010 When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach.

069:011 I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a proverb to them.

069:012 They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I was the song of the drunkards.

069:013 But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation.

069:014 Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters.

069:015 Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me.

069:016 Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies.

069:017 And hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am in trouble: hear me speedily.

069:018 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because of mine enemies.

069:019 Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee.

069:020 Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

069:021 They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

069:022 Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap.

069:023 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake.

069:024 Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them.

069:025 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.

069:026 For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded.

069:027 Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness.

069:028 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.

069:029 But I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high.

069:030 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving.

069:031 This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs.

069:032 The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live that seek God.

069:033 For the LORD heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners.

069:034 Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and every thing that moveth therein.

069:035 For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, and have it in possession.

069:036 The seed also of his servants shall inherit it: and they that love his name shall dwell therein.

070:001 MAKE HASTE, O GOD, TO DELIVER ME; MAKE HASTE TO HELP ME, O LORD.

070:002 Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul: let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt.

070:003 Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame that say, Aha, aha.

070:004 Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: and let such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be magnified.

070:005 But I am poor and needy: make haste unto me, O God: thou art my help and my deliverer; O LORD, make no tarrying.

071:001 In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion.

071:002 Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine ear unto me, and save me.

071:003 Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress.

071:004 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.

071:005 For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth.

071:006 By thee have I been holden up from the womb: thou art he that took me out of my mothers bowels: my praise shall be continually of thee.

071:007 I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art my strong refuge.

071:008 Let my mouth be filled with thy praise and with thy honour all the day.

071:009 Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth.

071:010 For mine enemies speak against me; and they that lay wait for my soul take counsel together,

071:011 Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and take him; for there is none to deliver him.

071:012 O God, be not far from me: O my God, make haste for my help.

071:013 Let them be confounded and consumed that are adversaries to my soul; let them be covered with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt.

071:014 But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.

071:015 My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof.

071:016 I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.

071:017 O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works.

071:018 Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come.

071:019 Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things: O God, who is like unto thee!

071:020 Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth.

071:021 Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side.

071:022 I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, O my God: unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.

071:023 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed.

071:024 My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long: for they are confounded, for they are brought unto shame, that seek my hurt.

072:001 Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the kings son.

072:002 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment.

072:003 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness.

072:004 He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.

072:005 They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations.

072:006 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.

072:007 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.

072:008 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.

072:009 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.

072:010 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

072:011 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.

072:012 For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper.

072:013 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy.

072:014 He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight.

072:015 And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised.

072:016 There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.

072:017 His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.

072:018 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things.

072:019 And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.

072:020 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.

073:001 Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.

073:002 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.

073:003 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

073:004 For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm.

073:005 They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men.

073:006 Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment.

073:007 Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.

073:008 They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily.

073:009 They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth.

073:010 Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.

073:011 And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?

073:012 Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.

073:013 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.

073:014 For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.

073:015 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children.

073:016 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;

073:017 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.

073:018 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction.

073:019 How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.

073:020 As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image.

073:021 Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins.

073:022 So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee.

073:023 Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand.

073:024 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.

073:025 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

073:026 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

073:027 For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee.

073:028 But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare all thy works.

074:001 O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture?

074:002 Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt.

074:003 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary.

074:004 Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs.

074:005 A man was famous according as he had lifted up axes upon the thick trees.

074:006 But now they break down the carved work thereof at once with axes and hammers.

074:007 They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground.

074:008 They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land.

074:009 We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long.

074:010 O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever?

074:011 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bosom.

074:012 For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.

074:013 Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.

074:014 Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness.

074:015 Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: thou driedst up mighty rivers.

074:016 The day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast prepared the light and the sun.

074:017 Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer and winter.

074:018 Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LORD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name.

074:019 O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever.

074:020 Have respect unto the covenant: for the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.

074:021 O let not the oppressed return ashamed: let the poor and needy praise thy name.

074:022 Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily.

074:023 Forget not the voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth continually.

075:001 Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give thanks: for that thy name is near thy wondrous works declare.

075:002 When I shall receive the congregation I will judge uprightly.

075:003 The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved: I bear up the pillars of it. Selah.

075:004 I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly: and to the wicked, Lift not up the horn:

075:005 Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck.

075:006 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.

075:007 But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

075:008 For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them.

075:009 But I will declare for ever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

075:010 All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.

076:001 In Judah is God known: his name is great in Israel.

076:002 In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion.

076:003 There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Selah.

076:004 Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey.

076:005 The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found their hands.

076:006 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep.

076:007 Thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry?

076:008 Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared, and was still,

076:009 When God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the earth. Selah.

076:010 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.

076:011 Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God: let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared.

076:012 He shall cut off the spirit of princes: he is terrible to the kings of the earth.

077:001 I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave ear unto me.

077:002 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted.

077:003 I remembered God, and was troubled: I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah.

077:004 Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so troubled that I cannot speak.

077:005 I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient times.

077:006 I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search.

077:007 Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favourable no more?

077:008 Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore?

077:009 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? Selah.

077:010 And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High.

077:011 I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will remember thy wonders of old.

077:012 I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.

077:013 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?

077:014 Thou art the God that doest wonders: thou hast declared thy strength among the people.

077:015 Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah.

077:016 The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid: the depths also were troubled.

077:017 The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also went abroad.

077:018 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.

077:019 Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known.

077:020 Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

078:001 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

078:002 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old:

078:003 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.

078:004 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.

078:005 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children:

078:006 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children:

078:007 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments:

078:008 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God.

078:009 The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.

078:010 They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law;

078:011 And forgat his works, and his wonders that he had shewed them.

078:012 Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

078:013 He divided the sea, and caused them to pass through; and he made the waters to stand as an heap.

078:014 In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire.

078:015 He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths.

078:016 He brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers.

078:017 And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness.

078:018 And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust.

078:019 Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?

078:020 Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for his people?

078:021 Therefore the LORD heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel;

078:022 Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation:

078:023 Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven,

078:024 And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven.

078:025 Man did eat angels food: he sent them meat to the full.

078:026 He caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the south wind.

078:027 He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea:

078:028 And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their habitations.

078:029 So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave them their own desire;

078:030 They were not estranged from their lust. But while their meat was yet in their mouths,

078:031 The wrath of God came upon them, and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of Israel.

078:032 For all this they sinned still, and believed not for his wondrous works.

078:033 Therefore their days did he consume in vanity, and their years in trouble.

078:034 When he slew them, then they sought him: and they returned and enquired early after God.

078:035 And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer.

078:036 Nevertheless they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues.

078:037 For their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant.

078:038 But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath.

078:039 For he remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.

078:040 How oft did they provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the desert!

078:041 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.

078:042 They remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy.

078:043 How he had wrought his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan.

078:044 And had turned their rivers into blood; and their floods, that they could not drink.

078:045 He sent divers sorts of flies among them, which devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them.

078:046 He gave also their increase unto the caterpiller, and their labour unto the locust.

078:047 He destroyed their vines with hail, and their sycomore trees with frost.

078:048 He gave up their cattle also to the hail, and their flocks to hot thunderbolts.

078:049 He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them.

078:050 He made a way to his anger; he spared not their soul from death, but gave their life over to the pestilence;

078:051 And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham:

078:052 But made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.

078:053 And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.

078:054 And he brought them to the border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain, which his right hand had purchased.

078:055 He cast out the heathen also before them, and divided them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents.


078:056 Yet they tempted and provoked the most high God, and kept not his testimonies:

078:057 But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: they were turned aside like a deceitful bow.

078:058 For they provoked him to anger with their high places, and moved him to jealousy with their graven images.

078:059 When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel:

078:060 So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men;

078:061 And delivered his strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemys hand.

078:062 He gave his people over also unto the sword; and was wroth with his inheritance.

078:063 The fire consumed their young men; and their maidens were not given to marriage.

078:064 Their priests fell by the sword; and their widows made no lamentation.

078:065 Then the LORD awaked as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine.

078:066 And he smote his enemies in the hinder parts: he put them to a perpetual reproach.

078:067 Moreover he refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of Ephraim:

078:068 But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which he loved.

078:069 And he built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which he hath established for ever.

078:070 He chose David also his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds:

078:071 From following the ewes great with young he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.

078:072 So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands.

079:001 O god, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.

079:002 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth.

079:003 Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to bury them.

079:004 We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and derision to them that are round about us.

079:005 How long, LORD? wilt thou be angry for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire?

079:006 Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy name.

079:007 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling place.

079:008 O remember not against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought very low.

079:009 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy names sake.

079:010 Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? let him be known among the heathen in our sight by the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed.

079:011 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou those that are appointed to die;

079:012 And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord.

079:013 So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations.

080:001 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.

080:002 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come and save us.

080:003 Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

080:004 O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people?

080:005 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure.

080:006 Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh among themselves.

080:007 Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

080:008 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.

080:009 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land.

080:010 The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.

080:011 She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.

080:012 Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?

080:013 The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.

080:014 Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine;

080:015 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.

080:016 It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.

080:017 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.

080:018 So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.

080:019 Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

081:001 Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.

081:002 Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery.

081:003 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.

081:004 For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.

081:005 This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when he went out through the land of Egypt: where I heard a language that I understood not.

081:006 I removed his shoulder from the burden: his hands were delivered from the pots.

081:007 Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee; I answered thee in the secret place of thunder: I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah.

081:008 Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto me;

081:009 There shall no strange god be in thee; neither shalt thou worship any strange god.

081:010 I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.

081:011 But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me.

081:012 So I gave them up unto their own hearts lust: and they walked in their own counsels.

081:013 Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways!

081:014 I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against their adversaries.

081:015 The haters of the LORD should have submitted themselves unto him: but their time should have endured for ever.

081:016 He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee.

082:001 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods.

082:002 How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah.

082:003 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy.

082:004 Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.

082:005 They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.

082:006 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.

082:007 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.

082:008 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.

083:001 Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God.

083:002 For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head.

083:003 They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones.

083:004 They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.

083:005 For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee:

083:006 The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes;

083:007 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre;

083:008 Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. Selah.

083:009 Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison:

083:010 Which perished at Endor: they became as dung for the earth.

083:011 Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna:

083:012 Who said, Let us take to ourselves the houses of God in possession.

083:013 O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind.

083:014 As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame setteth the mountains on fire;

083:015 So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid with thy storm.

083:016 Fill their faces with shame; that they may seek thy name, O LORD.

083:017 Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them be put to shame, and perish:

083:018 That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth.

084:001 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!

084:002 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

084:003 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God.

084:004 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.

084:005 Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them.

084:006 Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools.

084:007 They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

084:008 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah.

084:009 Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed.

084:010 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

084:011 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

084:012 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

085:001 Lord, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.

085:002 Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah.

085:003 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.

085:004 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.

085:005 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?

085:006 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?

085:007 Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.

085:008 I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.

085:009 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.

085:010 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

085:011 Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

085:012 Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her increase.

085:013 Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps.

086:001 Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy.

086:002 Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.

086:003 Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily.

086:004 Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.

086:005 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.

086:006 Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications.

086:007 In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me.

086:008 Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works like unto thy works.

086:009 All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.

086:010 For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.

086:011 Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.

086:012 I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore.

086:013 For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.

086:014 O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them.

086:015 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.

086:016 O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and save the son of thine handmaid.

086:017 Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and comforted me.

087:001 His foundation is in the holy mountains.

087:002 The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

087:003 Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah.

087:004 I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was born there.

087:005 And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the highest himself shall establish her.

087:006 The LORD shall count, when he writeth up the people, that this man was born there. Selah.

087:007 As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there: all my springs are in thee.

088:001 O lord God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee:

088:002 Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto my cry;

088:003 For my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave.

088:004 I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength:

088:005 Free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more: and they are cut off from thy hand.

088:006 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps.

088:007 Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. Selah.

088:008 Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; thou hast made me an abomination unto them: I am shut up, and I cannot come forth.

088:009 Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: LORD, I have called daily upon thee, I have stretched out my hands unto thee.

088:010 Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall the dead arise and praise thee? Selah.

088:011 Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? or thy faithfulness in destruction?

088:012 Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?

088:013 But unto thee have I cried, O LORD; and in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee.

088:014 LORD, why castest thou off my soul? why hidest thou thy face from me?

088:015 I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted.

088:016 Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have cut me off.

088:017 They came round about me daily like water; they compassed me about together.

088:018 Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness.

089:001 I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations.

089:002 For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.

089:003 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant,

089:004 Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.

089:005 And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints.

089:006 For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD?

089:007 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

089:008 O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee?

089:009 Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.

089:010 Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is slain; thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm.

089:011 The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as for the world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them.

089:012 The north and the south thou hast created them: Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name.

089:013 Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand.

089:014 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.

089:015 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance.

089:016 In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.

089:017 For thou art the glory of their strength: and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted.

089:018 For the LORD is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king.

089:019 Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

089:020 I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him:

089:021 With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him.

089:022 The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him.

089:023 And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him.

089:024 But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted.

089:025 I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.

089:026 He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.

089:027 Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.

089:028 My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him.

089:029 His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.

089:030 If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments;

089:031 If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments;

089:032 Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.

089:033 Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.

089:034 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.

089:035 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.

089:036 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.

089:037 It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.

089:038 But thou hast cast off and abhorred, thou hast been wroth with thine anointed.

089:039 Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant: thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to the ground.

089:040 Thou hast broken down all his hedges; thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin.

089:041 All that pass by the way spoil him: he is a reproach to his neighbours.

089:042 Thou hast set up the right hand of his adversaries; thou hast made all his enemies to rejoice.

089:043 Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword, and hast not made him to stand in the battle.

089:044 Thou hast made his glory to cease, and cast his throne down to the ground.

089:045 The days of his youth hast thou shortened: thou hast covered him with shame. Selah.

089:046 How long, LORD? wilt thou hide thyself for ever? shall thy wrath burn like fire?

089:047 Remember how short my time is: wherefore hast thou made all men in vain?

089:048 What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? Selah.

089:049 Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses, which thou swarest unto David in thy truth?

089:050 Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants; how I do bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty people;

089:051 Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD; wherewith they have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed.

089:052 Blessed be the LORD for evermore. Amen, and Amen.

090:001 Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.

090:002 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

090:003 Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men.

090:004 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.

090:005 Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up.

090:006 In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.

090:007 For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled.

090:008 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.

090:009 For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told.

090:010 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

090:011 Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.

090:012 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

090:013 Return, O LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants.

090:014 O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

090:015 Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil.

090:016 Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.

090:017 And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

091:001 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

091:002 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.

091:003 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

091:004 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

091:005 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;

091:006 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

091:007 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.

091:008 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.

091:009 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;

091:010 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

091:011 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

091:012 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

091:013 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

091:014 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.

091:015 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.

091:016 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

092:001 IT IS A GOOD THING TO GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, AND TO SING PRAISES UNTO THY NAME, O MOST HIGH:

092:002 To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night,

092:003 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the harp with a solemn sound.

092:004 For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work: I will triumph in the works of thy hands.

092:005 O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.

092:006 A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this.

092:007 When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever:

092:008 But thou, LORD, art most high for evermore.

092:009 For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.

092:010 But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be anointed with fresh oil.

092:011 Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me.

092:012 The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

092:013 Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God.

092:014 They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;

092:015 To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.

093:001 The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

093:002 Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting.

093:003 The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.

093:004 The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.

093:005 Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.

094:001 O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself.

094:002 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward to the proud.

094:003 LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph?

094:004 How long shall they utter and speak hard things? and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?

094:005 They break in pieces thy people, O LORD, and afflict thine heritage.

094:006 They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the fatherless.

094:007 Yet they say, The LORD shall not see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.

094:008 Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when will ye be wise?

094:009 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall he not see?

094:010 He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?

094:011 The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.

094:012 Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest him out of thy law;

094:013 That thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked.

094:014 For the LORD will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance.

094:015 But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it.

094:016 Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? or who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity?

094:017 Unless the LORD had been my help, my soul had almost dwelt in silence.

094:018 When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up.

094:019 In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul.

094:020 Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law?

094:021 They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood.

094:022 But the LORD is my defence; and my God is the rock of my refuge.

094:023 And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the LORD our God shall cut them off.

095:001 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

095:002 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.

095:003 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

095:004 In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also.

095:005 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.

095:006 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.

095:007 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,

095:008 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness:

095:009 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work.

095:010 Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways:

095:011 Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest.

096:001 O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.

096:002 Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day.

096:003 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.

096:004 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods.

096:005 For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.

096:006 Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

096:007 Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength.

096:008 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.

096:009 O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.

096:010 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.

096:011 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.

096:012 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice

096:013 Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

097:001 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.

097:002 Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.

097:003 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.

097:004 His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.

097:005 The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

097:006 The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.

097:007 Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.

097:008 Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O LORD.

097:009 For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods.

097:010 Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

097:011 Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

097:012 Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.

098:001 O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.

098:002 The LORD hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen.

098:003 He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

098:004 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.

098:005 Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.

098:006 With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.

098:007 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

098:008 Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together

098:009 Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.

099:001 The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.

099:002 The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people.

099:003 Let them praise thy great and terrible name; for it is holy.

099:004 The kings strength also loveth judgment; thou dost establish equity, thou executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob.

099:005 Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is holy.

099:006 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his name; they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.

099:007 He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them.

099:008 Thou answeredst them, O LORD our God: thou wast a God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their inventions.

099:009 Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy.

100:001 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

100:002 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

100:003 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

100:004 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

100:005 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

101:001 I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing.

101:002 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.

101:003 I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.

101:004 A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person.

101:005 Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.

101:006 Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me.

101:007 He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight.

101:008 I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the LORD.

102:001 Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come unto thee.

102:002 Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me speedily.

102:003 For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth.

102:004 My heart is smitten, and withered like grass; so that I forget to eat my bread.

102:005 By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave to my skin.

102:006 I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl of the desert.

102:007 I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top.

102:008 Mine enemies reproach me all the day; and they that are mad against me are sworn against me.

102:009 For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with weeping.

102:010 Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou hast lifted me up, and cast me down.

102:011 My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am withered like grass.

102:012 But thou, O LORD, shall endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all generations.

102:013 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come.

102:014 For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof.

102:015 So the heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth thy glory.

102:016 When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.

102:017 He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.

102:018 This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall be created shall praise the LORD.

102:019 For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the LORD behold the earth;

102:020 To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death;

102:021 To declare the name of the LORD in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;

102:022 When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.

102:023 He weakened my strength in the way; he shortened my days.

102:024 I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years are throughout all generations.

102:025 Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands.

102:026 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed:

102:027 But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end.

102:028 The children of thy servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established before thee.

103:001 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

103:002 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

103:003 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

103:004 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

103:005 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagles.

103:006 The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.

103:007 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.

103:008 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

103:009 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.

103:010 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

103:011 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

103:012 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

103:013 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.

103:014 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

103:015 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.

103:016 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.

103:017 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto childrens children;

103:018 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.

103:019 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.

103:020 Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

103:021 Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.

103:022 Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul.

104:001 Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty.

104:002 Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:

104:003 Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind:

104:004 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:

104:005 Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever.

104:006 Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains.

104:007 At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.

104:008 They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the place which thou hast founded for them.

104:009 Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover the earth.

104:010 He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills.

104:011 They give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses quench their thirst.

104:012 By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches.

104:013 He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works.

104:014 He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth;

104:015 And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth mans heart.

104:016 The trees of the LORD are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted;

104:017 Where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, the fir trees are her house.

104:018 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the conies.

104:019 He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down.

104:020 Thou makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth.

104:021 The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from God.

104:022 The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens.

104:023 Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening.

104:024 O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches.

104:025 So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts.

104:026 There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.

104:027 These wait all upon thee; that thou mayest give them their meat in due season.

104:028 That thou givest them they gather: thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good.

104:029 Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust.

104:030 Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.

104:031 The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works.

104:032 He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke.

104:033 I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.

104:034 My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD.

104:035 Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.

105:001 O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people.

105:002 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.

105:003 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.

105:004 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.

105:005 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;

105:006 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.

105:007 He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth.

105:008 He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.

105:009 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;

105:010 And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant:

105:011 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance:

105:012 When they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in it.

105:013 When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people;

105:014 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;

105:015 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

105:016 Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he brake the whole staff of bread.

105:017 He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant:

105:018 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:

105:019 Until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him.

105:020 The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free.

105:021 He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance:

105:022 To bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.

105:023 Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.

105:024 And he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies.

105:025 He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants.

105:026 He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen.

105:027 They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham.

105:028 He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled not against his word.

105:029 He turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish.

105:030 Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the chambers of their kings.

105:031 He spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts.

105:032 He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.

105:033 He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake the trees of their coasts.

105:034 He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number,

105:035 And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground.

105:036 He smote also all the firstborn in their land, the chief of all their strength.

105:037 He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.

105:038 Egypt was glad when they departed: for the fear of them fell upon them.

105:039 He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night.

105:040 The people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.

105:041 He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river.

105:042 For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant.

105:043 And he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness:

105:044 And gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labour of the people;

105:045 That they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. Praise ye the LORD.

106:001 Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

106:002 Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? who can shew forth all his praise?

106:003 Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness at all times.

106:004 Remember me, O LORD, with the favour that thou bearest unto thy people: O visit me with thy salvation;

106:005 That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.

106:006 We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly.

106:007 Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy mercies; but provoked him at the sea, even at the Red sea.

106:008 Nevertheless he saved them for his names sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known.

106:009 He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness.

106:010 And he saved them from the hand of him that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.

106:011 And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them left.

106:012 Then believed they his words; they sang his praise.

106:013 They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel:

106:014 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.

106:015 And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

106:016 They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD.

106:017 The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan and covered the company of Abiram.

106:018 And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked.

106:019 They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image.

106:020 Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.

106:021 They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt;

106:022 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea.

106:023 Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.

106:024 Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word:

106:025 But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD.

106:026 Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness:

106:027 To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands.

106:028 They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.

106:029 Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them.

106:030 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the plague was stayed.

106:031 And that was counted unto him for righteousness unto all generations for evermore.

106:032 They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:

106:033 Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.

106:034 They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them:

106:035 But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works.

106:036 And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.

106:037 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils,

106:038 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.

106:039 Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.

106:040 Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance.

106:041 And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them.

106:042 Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their hand.

106:043 Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity.

106:044 Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry:

106:045 And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his mercies.

106:046 He made them also to be pitied of all those that carried them captives.

106:047 Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise.

106:048 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD.

107:001 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

107:002 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;

107:003 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south.

107:004 They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in.

107:005 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.

107:006 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.

107:007 And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.

107:008 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

107:009 For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.

107:010 Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;

107:011 Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:

107:012 Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help.

107:013 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses.

107:014 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.

107:015 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

107:016 For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.

107:017 Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted.

107:018 Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death.

107:019 Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses.

107:020 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

107:021 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

107:022 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.

107:023 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;

107:024 These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.

107:025 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof.

107:026 They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble.

107:027 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits end.

107:028 Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.

107:029 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.

107:030 Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

107:031 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

107:032 Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.

107:033 He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground;

107:034 A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.

107:035 He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings.

107:036 And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation;

107:037 And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase.

107:038 He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease.

107:039 Again, they are minished and brought low through oppression, affliction, and sorrow.

107:040 He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where there is no way.

107:041 Yet setteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh him families like a flock.

107:042 The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth.

107:043 Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.

108:001 O god, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.

108:002 Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.

108:003 I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations.

108:004 For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.

108:005 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory above all the earth;

108:006 That thy beloved may be delivered: save with thy right hand, and answer me.

108:007 God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth.

108:008 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver;

108:009 Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe; over Philistia will I triumph.

108:010 Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom?

108:011 Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us off? and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our hosts?

108:012 Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.

108:013 Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.

109:001 Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise;

109:002 For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken against me with a lying tongue.

109:003 They compassed me about also with words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause.

109:004 For my love they are my adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer.

109:005 And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love.

109:006 Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand.

109:007 When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become sin.

109:008 Let his days be few; and let another take his office.

109:009 Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow.

109:010 Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places.

109:011 Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; and let the strangers spoil his labour.

109:012 Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: neither let there be any to favour his fatherless children.

109:013 Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted out.

109:014 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out.

109:015 Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory of them from the earth.

109:016 Because that he remembered not to shew mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart.

109:017 As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him.

109:018 As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones.

109:019 Let it be unto him as the garment which covereth him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually.

109:020 Let this be the reward of mine adversaries from the LORD, and of them that speak evil against my soul.

109:021 But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy names sake: because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me.

109:022 For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.

109:023 I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: I am tossed up and down as the locust.

109:024 My knees are weak through fasting; and my flesh faileth of fatness.

109:025 I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads.

109:026 Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according to thy mercy:

109:027 That they may know that this is thy hand; that thou, LORD, hast done it.

109:028 Let them curse, but bless thou: when they arise, let them be ashamed; but let thy servant rejoice.

109:029 Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame, and let them cover themselves with their own confusion, as with a mantle.

109:030 I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; yea, I will praise him among the multitude.

109:031 For he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul.

110:001 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

110:002 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.

110:003 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth.

110:004 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

110:005 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath.

110:006 He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries.

110:007 He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.

111:001 Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.

111:002 The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.

111:003 His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever.

111:004 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.

111:005 He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his covenant.

111:006 He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of the heathen.

111:007 The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure.

111:008 They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.

111:009 He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.

111:010 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.

112:001 Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his commandments.

112:002 His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed.

112:003 Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever.

112:004 Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.

112:005 A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion.

112:006 Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.

112:007 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD.

112:008 His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire upon his enemies.

112:009 He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour.

112:010 The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall perish.

113:001 Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.

113:002 Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and for evermore.

113:003 From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORDs name is to be praised.

113:004 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.

113:005 Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high,

113:006 Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!

113:007 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill;

113:008 That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people.

113:009 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD.

114:001 When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language;

114:002 Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion.

114:003 The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back.

114:004 The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs.

114:005 What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back?

114:006 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs?

114:007 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;

114:008 Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.

115:001 Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truths sake.

115:002 Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God?

115:003 But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.

115:004 Their idols are silver and gold, the work of mens hands.

115:005 They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not:

115:006 They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not:

115:007 They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat.

115:008 They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.

115:009 O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.

115:010 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.

115:011 Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.

115:012 The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron.

115:013 He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great.

115:014 The LORD shall increase you more and more, you and your children.

115:015 Ye are blessed of the LORD which made heaven and earth.

115:016 The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORDs: but the earth hath he given to the children of men.

115:017 The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.

115:018 But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD.

116:001 I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications.

116:002 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.

116:003 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.

116:004 Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.

116:005 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.

116:006 The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me.

116:007 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.

116:008 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.

116:009 I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

116:010 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:

116:011 I said in my haste, All men are liars.

116:012 What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?

116:013 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.

116:014 I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.

116:015 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

116:016 O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.

116:017 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD.

116:018 I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.

116:019 In the courts of the LORDs house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.

117:001 O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.

117:002 For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD.

118:001 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever.

118:002 Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever.

118:003 Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever.

118:004 Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for ever.

118:005 I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and set me in a large place.

118:006 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?

118:007 The LORD taketh my part with them that help me: therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me.

118:008 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.

118:009 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.

118:010 All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them.

118:011 They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

118:012 They compassed me about like bees: they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

118:013 Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall: but the LORD helped me.

118:014 The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation.

118:015 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly.

118:016 The right hand of the LORD is exalted: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly.

118:017 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.

118:018 The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.

118:019 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:

118:020 This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.

118:021 I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.

118:022 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

118:023 This is the LORDs doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

118:024 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

118:025 Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity.

118:026 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.

118:027 God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.

118:028 Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee.

118:029 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

119:001 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

119:002 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.

119:003 They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.

119:004 Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.

119:005 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!

119:006 Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.

119:007 I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.

119:008 I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.

119:009 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

119:010 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

119:011 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

119:012 Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.

119:013 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.

119:014 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.

119:015 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.

119:016 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

119:017 Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word.

119:018 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.

119:019 I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from me.

119:020 My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy judgments at all times.

119:021 Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do err from thy commandments.

119:022 Remove from me reproach and contempt; for I have kept thy testimonies.

119:023 Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant did meditate in thy statutes.

119:024 Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors.

119:025 My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy word.

119:026 I have declared my ways, and thou heardest me: teach me thy statutes.

119:027 Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.

119:028 My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy word.

119:029 Remove from me the way of lying: and grant me thy law graciously.

119:030 I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid before me.

119:031 I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O LORD, put me not to shame.

119:032 I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.

119:033 Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.

119:034 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

119:035 Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.

119:036 Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.

119:037 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.

119:038 Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear.

119:039 Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments are good.

119:040 Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me in thy righteousness.

119:041 Let thy mercies come also unto me, O LORD, even thy salvation, according to thy word.

119:042 So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word.

119:043 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments.

119:044 So shall I keep thy law continually for ever and ever.

119:045 And I will walk at liberty: for I seek thy precepts.

119:046 I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed.

119:047 And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I have loved.

119:048 My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes.

119:049 Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope.

119:050 This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me.

119:051 The proud have had me greatly in derision: yet have I not declined from thy law.

119:052 I remembered thy judgments of old, O LORD; and have comforted myself.

119:053 Horror hath taken hold upon me because of the wicked that forsake thy law.

119:054 Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.

119:055 I have remembered thy name, O LORD, in the night, and have kept thy law.

119:056 This I had, because I kept thy precepts.

119:057 Thou art my portion, O LORD: I have said that I would keep thy words.

119:058 I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: be merciful unto me according to thy word.

119:059 I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.

119:060 I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy commandments.

119:061 The bands of the wicked have robbed me: but I have not forgotten thy law.

119:062 At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments.

119:063 I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts.

119:064 The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: teach me thy statutes.

119:065 Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, O LORD, according unto thy word.

119:066 Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments.

119:067 Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word.

119:068 Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes.

119:069 The proud have forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart.

119:070 Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy law.

119:071 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.

119:072 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.

119:073 Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn thy commandments.

119:074 They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; because I have hoped in thy word.

119:075 I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.

119:076 Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy servant.

119:077 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: for thy law is my delight.

119:078 Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely with me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy precepts.

119:079 Let those that fear thee turn unto me, and those that have known thy testimonies.

119:080 Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; that I be not ashamed.

119:081 My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word.

119:082 Mine eyes fail for thy word, saying, When wilt thou comfort me?

119:083 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke; yet do I not forget thy statutes.

119:084 How many are the days of thy servant? when wilt thou execute judgment on them that persecute me?

119:085 The proud have digged pits for me, which are not after thy law.

119:086 All thy commandments are faithful: they persecute me wrongfully; help thou me.

119:087 They had almost consumed me upon earth; but I forsook not thy precepts.

119:088 Quicken me after thy lovingkindness; so shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth.

119:089 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

119:090 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth.

119:091 They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants.

119:092 Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction.

119:093 I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me.

119:094 I am thine, save me: for I have sought thy precepts.

119:095 The wicked have waited for me to destroy me: but I will consider thy testimonies.

119:096 I have seen an end of all perfection: but thy commandment is exceeding broad.

119:097 O how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day.

119:098 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.

119:099 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.

119:100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.

119:101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.

119:102 I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me.

119:103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

119:104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.

119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

119:106 I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.

119:107 I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O LORD, according unto thy word.

119:108 Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, and teach me thy judgments.

119:109 My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not forget thy law.

119:110 The wicked have laid a snare for me: yet I erred not from thy precepts.

119:111 Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart.

119:112 I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes alway, even unto the end.

119:113 I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love.

119:114 Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.

119:115 Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep the commandments of my God.

119:116 Uphold me according unto thy word, that I may live: and let me not be ashamed of my hope.

119:117 Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto thy statutes continually.

119:118 Thou hast trodden down all them that err from thy statutes: for their deceit is falsehood.

119:119 Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like dross: therefore I love thy testimonies.

119:120 My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and I am afraid of thy judgments.

119:121 I have done judgment and justice: leave me not to mine oppressors.

119:122 Be surety for thy servant for good: let not the proud oppress me.

119:123 Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for the word of thy righteousness.

119:124 Deal with thy servant according unto thy mercy, and teach me thy statutes.

119:125 I am thy servant; give me understanding, that I may know thy testimonies.

119:126 It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have made void thy law.

119:127 Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.

119:128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way.

119:129 Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them.

119:130 The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.

119:131 I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments.

119:132 Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy name.

119:133 Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.

119:134 Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.

119:135 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes.

119:136 Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.

119:137 Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments.

119:138 Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful.

119:139 My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies have forgotten thy words.

119:140 Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.

119:141 I am small and despised: yet do not I forget thy precepts.

119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.

119:143 Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy commandments are my delights.

119:144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live.

119:145 I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep thy statutes.

119:146 I cried unto thee; save me, and I shall keep thy testimonies.

119:147 I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: I hoped in thy word.

119:148 Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might meditate in thy word.

119:149 Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkindness: O LORD, quicken me according to thy judgment.

119:150 They draw nigh that follow after mischief: they are far from thy law.

119:151 Thou art near, O LORD; and all thy commandments are truth.

119:152 Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of old that thou hast founded them for ever.

119:153 Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not forget thy law.

119:154 Plead my cause, and deliver me: quicken me according to thy word.

119:155 Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy statutes.

119:156 Great are thy tender mercies, O LORD: quicken me according to thy judgments.

119:157 Many are my persecutors and mine enemies; yet do I not decline from thy testimonies.

119:158 I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; because they kept not thy word.

119:159 Consider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O LORD, according to thy lovingkindness.

119:160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.

119:161 Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word.

119:162 I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.

119:163 I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love.

119:164 Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments.

119:165 Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.

119:166 LORD, I have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy commandments.

119:167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly.

119:168 I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are before thee.

119:169 Let my cry come near before thee, O LORD: give me understanding according to thy word.

119:170 Let my supplication come before thee: deliver me according to thy word.

119:171 My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy statutes.

119:172 My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness.

119:173 Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen thy precepts.

119:174 I have longed for thy salvation, O LORD; and thy law is my delight.

119:175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; and let thy judgments help me.

119:176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for I do not forget thy commandments.

120:001 In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me.

120:002 Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.

120:003 What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue?

120:004 Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper.

120:005 Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!

120:006 My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace.

120:007 I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.

121:001 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.

121:002 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.

121:003 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.

121:004 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

121:005 The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.

121:006 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.

121:007 The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.

121:008 The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.

122:001 I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD.

122:002 Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.

122:003 Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together:

122:004 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD.

122:005 For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.

122:006 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.

122:007 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

122:008 For my brethren and companions sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee.

122:009 Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy good.

123:001 Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens.

123:002 Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.

123:003 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt.

123:004 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud.

124:001 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say;

124:002 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us:

124:003 Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us:

124:004 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul:

124:005 Then the proud waters had gone over our soul.

124:006 Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth.

124:007 Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped.

124:008 Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

125:001 They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.

125:002 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever.

125:003 For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.

125:004 Do good, O LORD, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts.

125:005 As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity: but peace shall be upon Israel.

126:001 When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.

126:002 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.

126:003 The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.

126:004 Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.

126:005 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

126:006 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

127:001 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.

127:002 It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.

127:003 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.

127:004 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.

127:005 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

128:001 Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways.

128:002 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.

128:003 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table.

128:004 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD.

128:005 The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.

128:006 Yea, thou shalt see thy childrens children, and peace upon Israel.

129:001 Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now say:

129:002 Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth: yet they have not prevailed against me.

129:003 The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows.

129:004 The LORD is righteous: he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked.

129:005 Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate Zion.

129:006 Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which withereth afore it groweth up:

129:007 Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand; nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom.

129:008 Neither do they which go by say, The blessing of the LORD be upon you: we bless you in the name of the LORD.

130:001 Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD.

130:002 Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.

130:003 If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?

130:004 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.

130:005 I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.

130:006 My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning.

130:007 Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.

130:008 And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

131:001 Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.

131:002 Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child.

131:003 Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and for ever.

132:001 Lord, remember David, and all his afflictions:

132:002 How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob;

132:003 Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed;

132:004 I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids,

132:005 Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.

132:006 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood.

132:007 We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool.

132:008 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength.

132:009 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy.

132:010 For thy servant Davids sake turn not away the face of thine anointed.

132:011 The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.

132:012 If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.

132:013 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.

132:014 This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it.

132:015 I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread.

132:016 I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy.

132:017 There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed.

132:018 His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish.

133:001 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

133:002 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aarons beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;

133:003 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

134:001 Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD.

134:002 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD.

134:003 The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.

135:001 Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise him, O ye servants of the LORD.

135:002 Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God.

135:003 Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant.

135:004 For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.

135:005 For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods.

135:006 Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places.

135:007 He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries.

135:008 Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and beast.

135:009 Who sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants.

135:010 Who smote great nations, and slew mighty kings;

135:011 Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan:

135:012 And gave their land for an heritage, an heritage unto Israel his people.

135:013 Thy name, O LORD, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all generations.

135:014 For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent himself concerning his servants.

135:015 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of mens hands.

135:016 They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not;

135:017 They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.

135:018 They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them.

135:019 Bless the LORD, O house of Israel: bless the LORD, O house of Aaron:

135:020 Bless the LORD, O house of Levi: ye that fear the LORD, bless the LORD.

135:021 Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.

136:001 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:002 O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:003 O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:004 To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:005 To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:006 To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:007 To him that made great lights: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:008 The sun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:009 The moon and stars to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:010 To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:011 And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:012 With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:013 To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:014 And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:015 But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:016 To him which led his people through the wilderness: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:017 To him which smote great kings: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:018 And slew famous kings: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:019 Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:020 And Og the king of Bashan: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:021 And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:022 Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:023 Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever:

136:024 And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:025 Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever.

136:026 O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever.

137:001 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.

137:002 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.

137:003 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

137:004 How shall we sing the LORDs song in a strange land?

137:005 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

137:006 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

137:007 Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof.

137:008 O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.

137:009 Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

138:001 I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.

138:002 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

138:003 In the day when I cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul.

138:004 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear the words of thy mouth.

138:005 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is the glory of the LORD.

138:006 Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.

138:007 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me.

138:008 The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.

139:001 O lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.

139:002 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

139:003 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.

139:004 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.

139:005 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.

139:006 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

139:007 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

139:008 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.

139:009 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

139:010 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

139:011 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.

139:012 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.

139:013 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mothers womb.

139:014 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

139:015 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

139:016 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

139:017 How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!

139:018 If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.

139:019 Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.

139:020 For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.

139:021 Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?

139:022 I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.

139:023 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

139:024 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

140:001 Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man;

140:002 Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war.

140:003 They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders poison is under their lips. Selah.

140:004 Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings.

140:005 The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for me. Selah.

140:006 I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD.

140:007 O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.

140:008 Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah.

140:009 As for the head of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them.

140:010 Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that they rise not up again.

140:011 Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him.

140:012 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor.

140:013 Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence.

141:001 Lord, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee.

141:002 Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

141:003 Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

141:004 Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties.

141:005 Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.

141:006 When their judges are overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words; for they are sweet.

141:007 Our bones are scattered at the graves mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth.

141:008 But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute.

141:009 Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity.

141:010 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.

142:001 I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication.

142:002 I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble.

142:003 When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.

142:004 I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.

142:005 I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living.

142:006 Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are stronger than I.

142:007 Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the righteous shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.

143:001 Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness.

143:002 And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.

143:003 For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead.

143:004 Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate.

143:005 I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands.

143:006 I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. Selah.

143:007 Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit.

143:008 Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.

143:009 Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.

143:010 Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.

143:011 Quicken me, O LORD, for thy names sake: for thy righteousness sake bring my soul out of trouble.

143:012 And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am thy servant.

144:001 Blessed be the LORD my strength which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight:

144:002 My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me.

144:003 LORD, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of man, that thou makest account of him!

144:004 Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away.

144:005 Bow thy heavens, O LORD, and come down: touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.

144:006 Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them.

144:007 Send thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, from the hand of strange children;

144:008 Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

144:009 I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee.

144:010 It is he that giveth salvation unto kings: who delivereth David his servant from the hurtful sword.

144:011 Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children, whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood:

144:012 That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace:

144:013 That our garners may be full, affording all manner of store: that our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our streets:

144:014 That our oxen may be strong to labour; that there be no breaking in, nor going out; that there be no complaining in our streets.

144:015 Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the LORD.

145:001 I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever.

145:002 Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.

145:003 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.

145:004 One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.

145:005 I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.

145:006 And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness.

145:007 They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.

145:008 The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.

145:009 The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.

145:010 All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.

145:011 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;

145:012 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

145:013 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.

145:014 The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down.

145:015 The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season.

145:016 Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.

145:017 The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.

145:018 The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.

145:019 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them.

145:020 The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.

145:021 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

146:001 Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul.

146:002 While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.

146:003 Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.

146:004 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.

146:005 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:

146:006 Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever:

146:007 Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD looseth the prisoners:

146:008 The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the LORD loveth the righteous:

146:009 The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside down.

146:010 The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the LORD.

147:001 Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise is comely.

147:002 The LORD doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the outcasts of Israel.

147:003 He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.

147:004 He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.

147:005 Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.

147:006 The LORD lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked down to the ground.

147:007 Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:

147:008 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.

147:009 He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.

147:010 He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man.

147:011 The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.

147:012 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion.

147:013 For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath blessed thy children within thee.

147:014 He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat.

147:015 He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: his word runneth very swiftly.

147:016 He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.

147:017 He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold?

147:018 He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow.

147:019 He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel.

147:020 He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the LORD.

148:001 Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights.

148:002 Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.

148:003 Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.

148:004 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.

148:005 Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.

148:006 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.

148:007 Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:

148:008 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling his word:

148:009 Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:

148:010 Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:

148:011 Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:

148:012 Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:

148:013 Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.

148:014 He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.

149:001 Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints.

149:002 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

149:003 Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp.

149:004 For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation.

149:005 Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.

149:006 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand;

149:007 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;

149:008 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;

149:009 To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD.

150:001 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.

150:002 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.

150:003 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.

150:004 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.

150:005 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.

150:006 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.
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THE BOOK OF Ecclesiastes, in Hebrew, Koheleth, is now generally regarded by scholars as of late date, perhaps about the third century before Christ. The ascription of the authorship to Solomon in the opening sentence was probably meant merely as a literary device, Solomon being chosen as a pre-eminent type of the man who had had opportunity to test all that life has to offer. Of the actual author nothing is known.

The general spirit of the work is despondent, even pessimistic. The opening sentences strike the keynote; and though the book contains many contradictions, there is no question as to is prevailing tone. Nowhere else in the Old Testament is there such insistence on the futility of human endeavor, such cold-blooded proclaiming of the vanity of the attempts of man to dignify his existence. Yet the book has, as has been said, many inconsistencies; and it closes with an epilogue so different from the general tone and, in some respects, so contrary to it, that the hypothesis of a plurality of authors has naturally been proposed. Even those who interpret the contradictions in the body of the work as expressions of the varying moods of one author, grant, as a rule, that the epilogue (XII, 9–14) is a later addition; while others account for such opposite views as are found, for example in VIII, 12–13 and VIII, 14, as due to the insertion of protests by some more orthodox and pious writer.

However these things are to be explained, the book is one of the great utterances of that mood of despair which the perplexities of life, and the weariness of struggle or satiety, cause to descend at times upon the human spirit in all epochs and under all civilizations. Its religious value has often been debated; there is no question as to its standing as literature.
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001:001 THE WORDS of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

001:002 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.

001:003 What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?

001:004 One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.

001:005 The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.

001:006 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.

001:007 All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again.

001:008 All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

001:009 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.

001:010 Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.

001:011 There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.

001:012 I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

001:013 And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

001:014 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

001:015 That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.

001:016 I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.

001:017 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.

001:018 For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

002:001 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity.

002:002 I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?

002:003 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.

002:004 I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:

002:005 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:

002:006 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:

002:007 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:

002:008 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.

002:009 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.

002:010 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.

002:011 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.

002:012 And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh after the king? even that which hath been already done.

002:013 Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.

002:014 The wise mans eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event happeneth to them all.

002:015 Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.

002:016 For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now is in the days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.

002:017 Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

002:018 Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me.

002:019 And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have shewed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity.

002:020 Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under the sun.

002:021 For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil.

002:022 For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun?

002:023 For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity.

002:024 There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.

002:025 For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I?

002:026 For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

003:001 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

003:002 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

003:003 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

003:004 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

003:005 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

003:006 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

003:007 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

003:008 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

003:009 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?

003:010 I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.

003:011 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.

003:012 I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life.

003:013 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.

003:014 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.

003:015 That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.

003:016 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.

003:017 I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.

003:018 I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.

003:019 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.

003:020 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.

003:021 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?

003:022 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

004:001 So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter.

004:002 Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive.

004:003 Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.

004:004 Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

004:005 The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.

004:006 Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit.

004:007 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun.

004:008 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.

004:009 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.

004:010 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.

004:011 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?

004:012 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

004:013 Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished.

004:014 For out of prison he cometh to reign; whereas also he that is born in his kingdom becometh poor.

004:015 I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with the second child that shall stand up in his stead.

004:016 There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been before them: they also that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

005:001 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil.

005:002 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.

005:003 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fools voice is known by multitude of words.

005:004 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.

005:005 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.

005:006 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?

005:007 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God.

005:008 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they.

005:009 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.

005:010 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.

005:011 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?

005:012 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.

005:013 There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.

005:014 But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.

005:015 As he came forth of his mothers womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.

005:016 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?

005:017 All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness.

005:018 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.

005:019 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.

005:020 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.

006:001 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men:

006:002 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.

006:003 If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he.

006:004 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness.

006:005 Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other.

006:006 Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place?

006:007 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.

006:008 For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living?

006:009 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

006:010 That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he.

006:011 Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better?

006:012 For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?

007:001 A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of ones birth.

007:002 It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.

007:003 Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better.

007:004 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.

007:005 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.

007:006 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity.

007:007 Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart.

007:008 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

007:009 Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.

007:010 Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this.

007:011 Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun.

007:012 For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.

007:013 Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?

007:014 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.

007:015 All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness.

007:016 Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself?

007:017 Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?

007:018 It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them all.

007:019 Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city.

007:020 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

007:021 Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee:

007:022 For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others.

007:023 All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.

007:024 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out?

007:025 I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness:

007:026 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.

007:027 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account:

007:028 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found.

007:029 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.

008:001 Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? a mans wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed.

008:002 I counsel thee to keep the kings commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God.

008:003 Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him.

008:004 Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?

008:005 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise mans heart discerneth both time and judgment.

008:006 Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the misery of man is great upon him.

008:007 For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be?

008:008 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it.

008:009 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt.

008:010 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity.

008:011 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

008:012 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:

008:013 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God.

008:014 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity.

008:015 Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun.

008:016 When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:)

008:017 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea farther; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.

009:001 For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them.

009:002 All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.

009:003 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.

009:004 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.

009:005 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.

009:006 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

009:007 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works.

009:008 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.

009:009 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.

009:010 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

009:011 I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.

009:012 For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.

009:013 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me:

009:014 There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:

009:015 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man.

009:016 Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor mans wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard.

009:017 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.

009:018 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

010:001 Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.

010:002 A wise mans heart is at his right hand; but a fools heart at his left.

010:003 Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool.

010:004 If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great offences.

010:005 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the ruler:

010:006 Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place.

010:007 I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth.

010:008 He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.

010:009 Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby.

010:010 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.

010:011 Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.

010:012 The words of a wise mans mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself.

010:013 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous madness.

010:014 A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him, who can tell him?

010:015 The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city.

010:016 Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning!

010:017 Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!

010:018 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.

010:019 A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things.

010:020 Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.

011:001 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.

011:002 Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.

011:003 If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.

011:004 He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.

011:005 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.

011:006 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.

011:007 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun:

011:008 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity.

011:009 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.

011:010 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.

012:001 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

012:002 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:

012:003 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,

012:004 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;

012:005 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets:

012:006 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.

012:007 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

012:008 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.

012:009 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.

012:010 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.

012:011 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.

012:012 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

012:013 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

012:014 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING to Luke was probably written not far from the year 70 A. D. It is quoted in the first half of the second century, and in a fragment dated about 175 A. D. we find the earliest extant ascription of the authorship to Luke. The third Gospel, says the so-called Canon of Muratori, Luke compiled in his own name from report, the physician whom Paul took with him after the ascension of Christ, as it were, for a traveling companion; however he did not himself see the Lord in the flesh, and hence begins his account with the birth of John. Eusebius states that Luke was born at Antioch, and Paul seems to imply that he was a Gentile.

The sources from which the compilation was made are still a matter of dispute. Much of the narrative of events seems to be drawn from Mark; of the speeches, from that collection of the discourses of Christ which is supposed by scholars to lie behind the gospel of Matthew. But the author of Luke had peculiar sources not used by the other evangelists; and from these come some of the most precious contents of this gospel.

There has been much discussion on the question as to the existence in Luke of a Jewish or of a Gentile bias. Those who find it markedly Jewish in tone incline to distrust the tradition ascribing its composition to the Gentile physician; those who regard it as the Pauline gospel naturally find it easier to associate it with the companion of the apostle to the Gentiles. The question is closely connected with the authorship of The Acts of the Apostles, a continuation of Luke by the same hand, which is generally admitted to contain descriptions of Pauls travels recorded by his companion.

The author, whether Luke or another, opens by stating his purpose to be to trace accurately and in order those matters which have been fulfilled among us. It would be an impertinence to comment on the importance to mankind of the carrying out of his purpose.
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001:001 FORASMUCH AS many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,

001:002 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word;

001:003 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus,

001:004 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.

001:005 THERE was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.

001:006 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

001:007 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.

001:008 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priests office before God in the order of his course,

001:009 According to the custom of the priests office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.

001:010 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.

001:011 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.

001:012 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

001:013 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

001:014 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.

001:015 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mothers womb.

001:016 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

001:017 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

001:018 And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

001:019 And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.

001:020 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.

001:021 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.

001:022 And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless.

001:023 And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.

001:024 And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying,

001:025 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.

001:026 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

001:027 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgins name was Mary.

001:028 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.

001:029 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.

001:030 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

001:031 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

001:032 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:

001:033 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

001:034 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

001:035 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

001:036 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.

001:037 For with God nothing shall be impossible.

001:038 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

001:039 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda;

001:040 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.

001:041 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:

001:042 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.

001:043 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

001:044 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.

001:045 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.

001:046 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

001:047 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

001:048 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

001:049 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.

001:050 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.

001:051 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

001:052 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.

001:053 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.

001:054 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy;

001:055 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.

001:056 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house.

001:057 Now Elisabeths full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.

001:058 And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.

001:059 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

001:060 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.

001:061 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.

001:062 And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called.

001:063 And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all.

001:064 And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.

001:065 And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea.

001:066 And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.

001:067 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,

001:068 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people,

001:069 And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David;

001:070 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began:

001:071 That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us;

001:072 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant;

001:073 The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,

001:074 That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear,

001:075 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.

001:076 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

001:077 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,

001:078 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,

001:079 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

001:080 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.

002:001 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.

002:002 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

002:003 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

002:004 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

002:005 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

002:006 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

002:007 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

002:008 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

002:009 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

002:010 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

002:011 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

002:012 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

002:013 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

002:014 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

002:015 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

002:016 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

002:017 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.

002:018 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.

002:019 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

002:020 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

002:021 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

002:022 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;

002:023 (As it is written in the law of the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)

002:024 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.

002:025 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.

002:026 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lords Christ.

002:027 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,

002:028 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,

002:029 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:

002:030 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

002:031 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

002:032 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

002:033 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.

002:034 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

002:035 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

002:036 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;

002:037 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.

002:038 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

002:039 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

002:040 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

002:041 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.

002:042 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

002:043 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.

002:044 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a days journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

002:045 And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.

002:046 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.

002:047 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

002:048 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.

002:049 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Fathers business?

002:050 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.

002:051 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

002:052 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

003:001 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,

003:002 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

003:003 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;

003:004 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

003:005 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;

003:006 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

003:007 Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

003:008 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

003:009 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

003:010 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?

003:011 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.

003:012 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?

003:013 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.

003:014 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.

003:015 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not;

003:016 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

003:017 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

003:018 And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people.

003:019 But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philips wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,

003:020 Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.

003:021 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,

003:022 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.

003:023 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,

003:024 Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph,

003:025 Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos, which was the son of Naum, which was the son of Esli, which was the son of Nagge,

003:026 Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Juda,

003:027 Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of Neri,

003:028 Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, which was the son of Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam, which was the son of Er,

003:029 Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, which was the son of Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi,

003:030 Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim,

003:031 Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, which was the son of Mattatha, which was the son of Nathan, which was the son of David,

003:032 Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was the son of Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of Naasson,

003:033 Which was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, which was the son of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which was the son of Juda,

003:034 Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which was the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor,

003:035 Which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was the son of Sala,

003:036 Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, which was the son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech,

003:037 Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan,

003:038 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.

004:001 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

004:002 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.

004:003 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.

004:004 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

004:005 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

004:006 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.

004:007 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

004:008 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

004:009 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence:

004:010 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:

004:011 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

004:012 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

004:013 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.

004:014 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

004:015 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

004:016 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

004:017 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

004:018 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

004:019 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

004:020 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

004:021 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

004:022 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Josephs son?

004:023 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

004:024 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.

004:025 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;

004:026 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.

004:027 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

004:028 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,

004:029 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.

004:030 But he passing through the midst of them went his way,

004:031 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days.

004:032 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.

004:033 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice,

004:034 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

004:035 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.

004:036 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.

004:037 And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about.

004:038 And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simons house. And Simons wifes mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her.

004:039 And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto them.

004:040 Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them.

004:041 And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ.

004:042 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from them.

004:043 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.

004:044 And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee.

005:001 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret,

005:002 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.

005:003 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simons, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

005:004 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.

005:005 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.

005:006 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.

005:007 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.

005:008 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

005:009 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken:

005:010 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

005:011 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

005:012 And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

005:013 And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him.

005:014 And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

005:015 But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him: and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities.

005:016 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.

005:017 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.

005:018 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him.

005:019 And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus.

005:020 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.

005:021 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?

005:022 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts?

005:023 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?

005:024 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.

005:025 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.

005:026 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to day.

005:027 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.

005:028 And he left all, rose up, and followed him.

005:029 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with them.

005:030 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?

005:031 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.

005:032 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

005:033 And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink?

005:034 And he said unto them, Can ye make the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them?

005:035 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.

005:036 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.

005:037 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish.

005:038 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved.

005:039 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.

006:001 And it came to pass on the second sabbath after the first, that he went through the corn fields; and his disciples plucked the ears of corn, and did eat, rubbing them in their hands.

006:002 And certain of the Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the sabbath days?

006:003 And Jesus answering them said, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did, when himself was an hungred, and they which were with him;

006:004 How he went into the house of God, and did take and eat the shewbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it is not lawful to eat but for the priests alone?

006:005 And he said unto them, That the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.

006:006 And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand was withered.

006:007 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath day; that they might find an accusation against him.

006:008 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose and stood forth.

006:009 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?

006:010 And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored whole as the other.

006:011 And they were filled with madness; and communed one with another what they might do to Jesus.

006:012 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.

006:013 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;

006:014 Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,

006:015 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,

006:016 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.

006:017 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases;

006:018 And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed.

006:019 And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and healed them all.

006:020 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God.

006:021 Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.

006:022 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of mans sake.

006:023 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.

006:024 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.

006:025 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.

006:026 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.

006:027 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,

006:028 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.

006:029 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

006:030 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

006:031 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

006:032 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them.

006:033 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.

006:034 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

006:035 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

006:036 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

006:037 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

006:038 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

006:039 And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?

006:040 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.

006:041 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brothers eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye?

006:042 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brothers eye.

006:043 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

006:044 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.

006:045 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.

006:046 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

006:047 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:

006:048 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.

006:049 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.

007:001 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum.

007:002 And a certain centurions servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die.

007:003 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant.

007:004 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this:

007:005 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.

007:006 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof:

007:007 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.

007:008 For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

007:009 When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

007:010 And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick.

007:011 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people.

007:012 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.

007:013 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

007:014 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.

007:015 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

007:016 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people.

007:017 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region round about.

007:018 And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things.

007:019 And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?

007:020 When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?

007:021 And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight.

007:022 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.

007:023 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

007:024 And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind?

007:025 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings courts.

007:026 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet.

007:027 This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.

007:028 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

007:029 And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.

007:030 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.

007:031 And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like?

007:032 They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.

007:033 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.

007:034 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!

007:035 But wisdom is justified of all her children.

007:036 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisees house, and sat down to meat.

007:037 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisees house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

007:038 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

007:039 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

007:040 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.

007:041 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

007:042 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?

007:043 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.

007:044 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

007:045 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.

007:046 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.

007:047 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

007:048 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

007:049 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also?

007:050 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

008:001 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him,

008:002 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils,

008:003 And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herods steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their substance.

008:004 And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable:

008:005 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

008:006 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.

008:007 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.

008:008 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

008:009 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be?

008:010 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.

008:011 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

008:012 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

008:013 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

008:014 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

008:015 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

008:016 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light.

008:017 For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

008:018 Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.

008:019 Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not come at him for the press.

008:020 And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to see thee.

008:021 And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it.

008:022 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth.

008:023 But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy.

008:024 And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.

008:025 And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.

008:026 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.

008:027 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.

008:028 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.

008:029 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.)

008:030 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him.

008:031 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.

008:032 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them.

008:033 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.

008:034 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country.

008:035 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

008:036 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed.

008:037 Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again.

008:038 Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying,

008:039 Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him.

008:040 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: for they were all waiting for him.

008:041 And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus feet, and besought him that he would come into his house:

008:042 For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But as he went the people thronged him.

008:043 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any,

008:044 Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched.

008:045 And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?

008:046 And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me.

008:047 And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately.

008:048 And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.

008:049 While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogues house, saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.

008:050 But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole.

008:051 And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden.

008:052 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

008:053 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.

008:054 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.

008:055 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat.

008:056 And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was done.

009:001 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.

009:002 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

009:003 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece.

009:004 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart.

009:005 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.

009:006 And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where.

009:007 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and he was perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was risen from the dead;

009:008 And of some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, that one of the old prophets was risen again.

009:009 And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of whom I hear such things? And he desired to see him.

009:010 And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that they had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.

009:011 And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.

009:012 And when the day began to wear away, then came the twelve, and said unto him, Send the multitude away, that they may go into the towns and country round about, and lodge, and get victuals: for we are here in a desert place.

009:013 But he said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they said, We have no more but five loaves and two fishes; except we should go and buy meat for all this people.

009:014 For they were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, Make them sit down by fifties in a company.

009:015 And they did so, and made them all sit down.

009:016 Then he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and gave to the disciples to set before the multitude.

009:017 And they did eat, and were all filled: and there was taken up of fragments that remained to them twelve baskets.

009:018 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I am?

009:019 They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others say, that one of the old prophets is risen again.

009:020 He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering said, The Christ of God.

009:021 And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing;

009:022 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.

009:023 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

009:024 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

009:025 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?

009:026 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Fathers, and of the holy angels.

009:027 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.

009:028 And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray.

009:029 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.

009:030 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias:

009:031 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.

009:032 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him.

009:033 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said.

009:034 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud.

009:035 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.

009:036 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things which they had seen.

009:037 And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were come down from the hill, much people met him.

009:038 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child.

009:039 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him.

009:040 And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not.

009:041 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son hither.

009:042 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father.

009:043 And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God. But while they wondered every one at all things which Jesus did, he said unto his disciples,

009:044 Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men.

009:045 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying.

009:046 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest.

009:047 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, and set him by him,

009:048 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my name receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be great.

009:049 And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us.

009:050 And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us.

009:051 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,

009:052 And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him.

009:053 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem.

009:054 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?

009:055 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.

009:056 For the Son of man is not come to destroy mens lives, but to save them. And they went to another village.

009:057 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

009:058 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

009:059 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

009:060 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

009:061 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.

009:062 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

010:001 After these things the LORD appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

010:002 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

010:003 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

010:004 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way.

010:005 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.

010:006 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again.

010:007 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.

010:008 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you:

010:009 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

010:010 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say,

010:011 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

010:012 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.

010:013 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

010:014 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for you.

010:015 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell.

010:016 He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.

010:017 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.

010:018 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

010:019 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

010:020 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

010:021 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.

010:022 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.

010:023 And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see:

010:024 For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.

010:025 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

010:026 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?

010:027 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.

010:028 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

010:029 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?

010:030 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

010:031 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

010:032 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

010:033 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,

010:034 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

010:035 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.

010:036 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?

010:037 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

010:038 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.

010:039 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus feet, and heard his word.

010:040 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.

010:041 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:

010:042 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

011:001 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

011:002 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

011:003 Give us day by day our daily bread.

011:004 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

011:005 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

011:006 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

011:007 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

011:008 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

011:009 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

011:010 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

011:011 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?

011:012 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

011:013 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

011:014 And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered.

011:015 But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief of the devils.

011:016 And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven.

011:017 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house falleth.

011:018 If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say that I cast out devils through Beelzebub.

011:019 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out? therefore shall they be your judges.

011:020 But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.

011:021 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace:

011:022 But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.

011:023 He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.

011:024 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out.

011:025 And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished.

011:026 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first.

011:027 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked.

011:028 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.

011:029 And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.

011:030 For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation.

011:031 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation, and condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

011:032 The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.

011:033 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light.

011:034 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.

011:035 Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.

011:036 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.

011:037 And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat.

011:038 And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed before dinner.

011:039 And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.

011:040 Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also?

011:041 But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you.

011:042 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

011:043 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.

011:044 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.

011:045 Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also.

011:046 And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.

011:047 Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.

011:048 Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres.

011:049 Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute:

011:050 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation;

011:051 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.

011:052 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.

011:053 And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of many things:

011:054 Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him.

012:001 In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

012:002 For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known.

012:003 Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.

012:004 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.

012:005 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.

012:006 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God?

012:007 But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows.

012:008 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:

012:009 But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.

012:010 And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven.

012:011 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say:

012:012 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.

012:013 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.

012:014 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?

012:015 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a mans life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.

012:016 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

012:017 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

012:018 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

012:019 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

012:020 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

012:021 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

012:022 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

012:023 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

012:024 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?

012:025 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit?

012:026 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?

012:027 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

012:028 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?

012:029 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.

012:030 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.

012:031 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.

012:032 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Fathers good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

012:033 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.

012:034 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

012:035 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;

012:036 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.

012:037 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.

012:038 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.

012:039 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through.

012:040 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.

012:041 Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even to all?

012:042 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?

012:043 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

012:044 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath.

012:045 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken;

012:046 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

012:047 And that servant, which knew his lords will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.

012:048 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.

012:049 I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled?

012:050 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!

012:051 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:

012:052 For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three.

012:053 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

012:054 And he said also to the people, When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it is.

012:055 And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat; and it cometh to pass.

012:056 Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time?

012:057 Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?

012:058 When thou goest with thine adversary to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou mayest be delivered from him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison.

012:059 I tell thee, thou shalt not depart thence, till thou hast paid the very last mite.

013:001 There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.

013:002 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?

013:003 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

013:004 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?

013:005 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

013:006 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.

013:007 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?

013:008 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:

013:009 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

013:010 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.

013:011 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.

013:012 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.

013:013 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

013:014 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.

013:015 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?

013:016 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

013:017 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.

013:018 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it?

013:019 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.

013:020 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God?

013:021 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

013:022 And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.

013:023 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto them,

013:024 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.

013:025 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are:

013:026 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets.

013:027 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.

013:028 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.

013:029 And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.

013:030 And, behold, there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall be last.

013:031 The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee.

013:032 And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.

013:033 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.

013:034 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!

013:035 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

014:001 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him.

014:002 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had the dropsy.

014:003 And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?

014:004 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and let him go;

014:005 And answered them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?

014:006 And they could not answer him again to these things.

014:007 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them.

014:008 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him;

014:009 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room.

014:010 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee.

014:011 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

014:012 Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee.

014:013 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:

014:014 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.

014:015 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

014:016 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:

014:017 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.

014:018 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.

014:019 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.

014:020 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.

014:021 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

014:022 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.

014:023 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

014:024 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

014:025 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,

014:026 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

014:027 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

014:028 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

014:029 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,

014:030 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

014:031 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

014:032 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.

014:033 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

014:034 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?

014:035 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

015:001 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.

015:002 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

015:003 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

015:004 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

015:005 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

015:006 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

015:007 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

015:008 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?

015:009 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.

015:010 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

015:011 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

015:012 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

015:013 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

015:014 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

015:015 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

015:016 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

015:017 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my fathers have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

015:018 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

015:019 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

015:020 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

015:021 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.

015:022 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

015:023 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

015:024 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

015:025 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.

015:026 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.

015:027 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.

015:028 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.

015:029 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:

015:030 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.

015:031 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

015:032 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

016:001 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.

016:002 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.

016:003 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.

016:004 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.

016:005 So he called every one of his lords debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?

016:006 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.

016:007 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.

016:008 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.

016:009 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.

016:010 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

016:011 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

016:012 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another mans, who shall give you that which is your own?

016:013 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

016:014 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

016:015 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

016:016 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

016:017 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.

016:018 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.

016:019 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:

016:020 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

016:021 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich mans table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

016:022 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abrahams bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

016:023 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

016:024 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

016:025 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

016:026 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

016:027 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my fathers house:

016:028 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.

016:029 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.

016:030 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

016:031 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

017:001 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come!

017:002 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.

017:003 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.

017:004 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.

017:005 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

017:006 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.

017:007 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?

017:008 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?

017:009 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.

017:010 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.

017:011 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.

017:012 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off:

017:013 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

017:014 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

017:015 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,

017:016 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

017:017 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?

017:018 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.

017:019 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

017:020 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:

017:021 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

017:022 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.

017:023 And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them.

017:024 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day.

017:025 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.

017:026 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.

017:027 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.

017:028 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;

017:029 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.

017:030 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.

017:031 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.

017:032 Remember Lots wife.

017:033 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.

017:034 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.

017:035 Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

017:036 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

017:037 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.

018:001 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

018:002 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:

018:003 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.

018:004 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man;

018:005 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.

018:006 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.

018:007 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?

018:008 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

018:009 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

018:010 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

018:011 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

018:012 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

018:013 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

018:014 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

018:015 And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them.

018:016 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.

018:017 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.

018:018 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

018:019 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God.

018:020 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.

018:021 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up.

018:022 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.

018:023 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.

018:024 And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

018:025 For it is easier for a camel to go through a needles eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

018:026 And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?

018:027 And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.

018:028 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.

018:029 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of Gods sake,

018:030 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

018:031 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.

018:032 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on:

018:033 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again.

018:034 And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.

018:035 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:

018:036 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

018:037 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

018:038 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

018:039 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

018:040 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,

018:041 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.

018:042 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

018:043 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

019:001 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.

019:002 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.

019:003 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature.

019:004 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.

019:005 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house.

019:006 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.

019:007 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.

019:008 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

019:009 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.

019:010 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

019:011 And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

019:012 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.

019:013 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.

019:014 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.

019:015 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

019:016 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.

019:017 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.

019:018 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.

019:019 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.

019:020 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:

019:021 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.

019:022 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:

019:023 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?

019:024 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.

019:025 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)

019:026 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.

019:027 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.

019:028 And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to Jerusalem.

019:029 And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples,

019:030 Saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring him hither.

019:031 And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him.

019:032 And they that were sent went their way, and found even as he had said unto them.

019:033 And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt?

019:034 And they said, The Lord hath need of him.

019:035 And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon.

019:036 And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way.

019:037 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen;

019:038 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

019:039 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.

019:040 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.

019:041 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,

019:042 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.

019:043 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,

019:044 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.

019:045 And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought;

019:046 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.

019:047 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,

019:048 And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear him.

020:001 And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes came upon him with the elders,

020:002 And spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest thou these things? or who is he that gave thee this authority?

020:003 And he answered and said unto them, I will also ask you one thing; and answer me:

020:004 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?

020:005 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then believed ye him not?

020:006 But and if we say, Of men; all the people will stone us: for they be persuaded that John was a prophet.

020:007 And they answered, that they could not tell whence it was.

020:008 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.

020:009 Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain man planted a vineyard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long time.

020:010 And at the season he sent a servant to the husbandmen, that they should give him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the husbandmen beat him, and sent him away empty.

020:011 And again he sent another servant: and they beat him also, and entreated him shamefully, and sent him away empty.

020:012 And again he sent a third: and they wounded him also, and cast him out.

020:013 Then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? I will send my beloved son: it may be they will reverence him when they see him.

020:014 But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, This is the heir: come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.

020:015 So they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them?

020:016 He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall give the vineyard to others. And when they heard it, they said, God forbid.

020:017 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner?

020:018 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.

020:019 And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived that he had spoken this parable against them.

020:020 And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign themselves just men, that they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor.

020:021 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the way of God truly:

020:022 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no?

020:023 But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me?

020:024 Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it? They answered and said, Caesars.

020:025 And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesars, and unto God the things which be Gods.

020:026 And they could not take hold of his words before the people: and they marvelled at his answer, and held their peace.

020:027 Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked him,

020:028 Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any mans brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

020:029 There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children.

020:030 And the second took her to wife, and he died childless.

020:031 And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died.

020:032 Last of all the woman died also.

020:033 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for seven had her to wife.

020:034 And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage:

020:035 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:

020:036 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.

020:037 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

020:038 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.

020:039 Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, thou hast well said.

020:040 And after that they durst not ask him any question at all.

020:041 And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is Davids son?

020:042 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,

020:043 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

020:044 David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?

020:045 Then in the audience of all the people he said unto his disciples,

020:046 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts;

020:047 Which devour widows houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation.

021:001 And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.

021:002 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.

021:003 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:

021:004 For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.

021:005 And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said,

021:006 As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

021:007 And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass?

021:008 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.

021:009 But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by.

021:010 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:

021:011 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

021:012 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my names sake.

021:013 And it shall turn to you for a testimony.

021:014 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer:

021:015 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

021:016 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.

021:017 And ye shall be hated of all men for my names sake.

021:018 But there shall not an hair of your head perish.

021:019 In your patience possess ye your souls.

021:020 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

021:021 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.

021:022 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.

021:023 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people.

021:024 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

021:025 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;

021:026 Mens hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

021:027 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

021:028 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

021:029 And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees;

021:030 When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand.

021:031 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.

021:032 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.

021:033 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

021:034 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.

021:035 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.

021:036 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

021:037 And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and abode in the mount that is called the mount of Olives.

021:038 And all the people came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him.

022:001 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.

022:002 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people.

022:003 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.

022:004 And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him unto them.

022:005 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money.

022:006 And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in the absence of the multitude.

022:007 Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed.

022:008 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat.

022:009 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare?

022:010 And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he entereth in.

022:011 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?

022:012 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready.

022:013 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover.

022:014 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him.

022:015 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:

022:016 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

022:017 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves:

022:018 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.

022:019 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

022:020 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.

022:021 But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table.

022:022 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!

022:023 And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing.

022:024 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.

022:025 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors.

022:026 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.

022:027 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.

022:028 Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations.

022:029 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me;

022:030 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

022:031 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:

022:032 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

022:033 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.

022:034 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.

022:035 And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.

022:036 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.

022:037 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end.

022:038 And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he said unto them, It is enough.

022:039 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him.

022:040 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation.

022:041 And he was withdrawn from them about a stones cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,


022:042 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.

022:043 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

022:044 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

022:045 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow,

022:046 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.

022:047 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.

022:048 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?

022:049 When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword?

022:050 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.

022:051 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him.

022:052 Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?

022:053 When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness.

022:054 Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priests house. And Peter followed afar off.

022:055 And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them.

022:056 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him.

022:057 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.

022:058 And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.

022:059 And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilaean.

022:060 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.

022:061 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

022:062 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.

022:063 And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.

022:064 And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee?

022:065 And many other things blasphemously spake they against him.

022:066 And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him into their council, saying,

022:067 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe:

022:068 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go.

022:069 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.

022:070 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye say that I am.

022:071 And they said, What need we any further witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.

023:001 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate.

023:002 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.

023:003 And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.

023:004 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man.

023:005 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place.

023:006 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.

023:007 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herods jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.

023:008 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.

023:009 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.

023:010 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.

023:011 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.

023:012 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at enmity between themselves.

023:013 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people,

023:014 Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him:

023:015 No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him.

023:016 I will therefore chastise him, and release him.

023:017 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.)

023:018 And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas:

023:019 (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.)

023:020 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them.

023:021 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him.

023:022 And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go.

023:023 And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed.

023:024 And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required.

023:025 And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will.

023:026 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.

023:027 And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him.

023:028 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children.

023:029 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck.

023:030 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.

023:031 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?

023:032 And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death.

023:033 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

023:034 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

023:035 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.

023:036 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,

023:037 And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

023:038 And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

023:039 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

023:040 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?

023:041 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.

023:042 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

023:043 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

023:044 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.

023:045 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.

023:046 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

023:047 Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.

023:048 And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned.

023:049 And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.

023:050 And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just:

023:051 (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God.

023:052 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.

023:053 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.

023:054 And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on.

023:055 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid.

023:056 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.

024:001 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

024:002 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.

024:003 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

024:004 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:

024:005 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?

024:006 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,

024:007 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

024:008 And they remembered his words,

024:009 And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.

024:010 It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.

024:011 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.

024:012 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

024:013 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.

024:014 And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

024:015 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.

024:016 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.

024:017 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?

024:018 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?

024:019 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:

024:020 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him.

024:021 But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.

024:022 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre;

024:023 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.

024:024 And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.

024:025 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

024:026 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

024:027 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

024:028 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further.

024:029 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them.

024:030 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.

024:031 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.

024:032 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

024:033 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them,

024:034 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.

024:035 And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

024:036 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

024:037 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

024:038 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?

024:039 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.

024:040 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.

024:041 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?

024:042 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.

024:043 And he took it, and did eat before them.

024:044 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

024:045 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,

024:046 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

024:047 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

024:048 And ye are witnesses of these things.

024:049 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

024:050 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.

024:051 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

024:052 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:

024:053 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
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THE AUTHOR OF Luke related in that gospel the story of the life and teachings of Christ, culminating in his rejection and crucifixion by the Jews. In his continuation, The Acts of the Apostles, the same writer narrates the establishment of the religion of Christ among both Jews and Gentiles, and the beginning of its conquest of the western world. The question of authorship has been touched on in the introductory note to Luke. The date of composition of the Acts is later than that of the gospel, perhaps between 80 and 90 A. D.

Though called The Acts of the Apostles, this book describes in detail the careers of only two of the apostles, Peter and Paul. The first twelve chapters deal with the founding of the Church in Judæa, Samaria, and Syria, and the beginning of the evangelization of the Gentiles. The main figure in this part is Peter, but his career is not followed to its close. The second part is chiefly occupied with accounts of the missionary journeys of Paul, and the spread of Christianity in the Græco-Roman world. It closes with the establishment of his ministry in Rome.

In chapters xvi, xx, xxi, and xxvii will be found passages in which the use of we seems to imply that the author was himself a member of Pauls party, and it is in this so-called Diary that the hand of Luke is most generally acknowledged, even by those critics who do not hold that Luke was the compiler of the gospel and the Acts as a whole.

The interest of this book is not confined to the narrative of the travels and work of organization performed by the two apostles; it is enormously increased by the accounts of their preaching. In the reports of the addresses to believers and unbelievers of Peter, Stephen, and Paul, we have an invaluable picture of what the earliest Christian missionaries regarded as the essentials of the new religion, and of the form in which Christianity began its victorious contest with Judaism on the one hand, and paganism on the other.


The Acts of the Apostles
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001:001 THE FORMER treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,

001:002 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:

001:003 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

001:004 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.

001:005 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

001:006 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

001:007 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

001:008 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

001:009 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

001:010 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

001:011 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

001:012 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath days journey.

001:013 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

001:014 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

001:015 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)

001:016 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.

001:017 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry.

001:018 Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out.

001:019 And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood.

001:020 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.

001:021 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,

001:022 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.

001:023 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.

001:024 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,

001:025 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.

001:026 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

002:001 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

002:002 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

002:003 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

002:004 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

002:005 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.

002:006 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language.

002:007 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?

002:008 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?

002:009 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,

002:010 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,

002:011 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.

002:012 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?

002:013 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

002:014 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:

002:015 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.

002:016 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

002:017 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

002:018 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

002:019 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:

002:020 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord come:

002:021 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

002:022 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

002:023 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

002:024 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

002:025 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:

002:026 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:

002:027 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

002:028 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.

002:029 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

002:030 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

002:031 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

002:032 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

002:033 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

002:034 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,

002:035 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

002:036 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

002:037 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

002:038 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

002:039 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call.

002:040 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

002:041 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

002:042 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

002:043 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

002:044 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

002:045 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.

002:046 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

002:047 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

003:001 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.

003:002 And a certain man lame from his mothers womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;

003:003 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.

003:004 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.

003:005 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.

003:006 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

003:007 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.

003:008 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.

003:009 And all the people saw him walking and praising God:

003:010 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him.

003:011 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomons, greatly wondering.

003:012 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?

003:013 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.

003:014 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;

003:015 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.

003:016 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

003:017 And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers.

003:018 But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.

003:019 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.

003:020 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

003:021 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

003:022 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.

003:023 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

003:024 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.

003:025 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

003:026 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.

004:001 And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them,

004:002 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

004:003 And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.

004:004 Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand.

004:005 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes,

004:006 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.

004:007 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this?

004:008 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,

004:009 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole;

004:010 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.

004:011 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

004:012 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

004:013 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.

004:014 And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it.

004:015 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves,

004:016 Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.

004:017 But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name.

004:018 And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

004:019 But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

004:020 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.

004:021 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done.

004:022 For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed.

004:023 And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them.

004:024 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:

004:025 Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?

004:026 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.

004:027 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,

004:028 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.

004:029 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,

004:030 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

004:031 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

004:032 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

004:033 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

004:034 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

004:035 And laid them down at the apostles feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

004:036 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,

004:037 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles feet.

005:001 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

005:002 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles feet.

005:003 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

005:004 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

005:005 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

005:006 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

005:007 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

005:008 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.

005:009 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.

005:010 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

005:011 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

005:012 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomons porch.

005:013 And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them.

005:014 And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.)

005:015 Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.

005:016 There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.

005:017 Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation,

005:018 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison.

005:019 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said,

005:020 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.

005:021 And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.

005:022 But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned and told,

005:023 Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within.

005:024 Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow.

005:025 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people.

005:026 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.

005:027 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them,

005:028 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this mans blood upon us.

005:029 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

005:030 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.

005:031 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

005:032 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.

005:033 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them.

005:034 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;

005:035 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men.

005:036 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought.

005:037 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.

005:038 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:

005:039 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.

005:040 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

005:041 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.

005:042 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.

006:001 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.

006:002 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.

006:003 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

006:004 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

006:005 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:

006:006 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

006:007 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

006:008 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.

006:009 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.

006:010 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.

006:011 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God.

006:012 And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,

006:013 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law:

006:014 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.

006:015 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.

007:001 Then said the high priest, Are these things so?

007:002 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran,

007:003 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee.

007:004 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell.

007:005 And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child.

007:006 And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years.

007:007 And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place.

007:008 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.

007:009 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him,

007:010 And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.

007:011 Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance.

007:012 But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.

007:013 And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Josephs kindred was made known unto Pharaoh.

007:014 Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen souls.

007:015 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers,

007:016 And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem.

007:017 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt,

007:018 Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph.

007:019 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to the end they might not live.

007:020 In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his fathers house three months:

007:021 And when he was cast out, Pharaohs daughter took him up, and nourished him for her own son.

007:022 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.

007:023 And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.

007:024 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian:

007:025 For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not.

007:026 And the next day he shewed himself unto them as they strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another?

007:027 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us?

007:028 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday?

007:029 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of Madian, where he begat two sons.

007:030 And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

007:031 When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the LORD came unto him,

007:032 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold.

007:033 Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where thou standest is holy ground.

007:034 I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt.

007:035 This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush.

007:036 He brought them out, after that he had shewed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the wilderness forty years.

007:037 This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear.

007:038 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:

007:039 To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt,

007:040 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.

007:041 And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.

007:042 Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness?

007:043 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon.

007:044 Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen.

007:045 Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David;

007:046 Who found favour before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob.

007:047 But Solomon built him an house.

007:048 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet,

007:049 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest?

007:050 Hath not my hand made all these things?

007:051 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

007:052 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:

007:053 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.

007:054 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.

007:055 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

007:056 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.

007:057 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,

007:058 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young mans feet, whose name was Saul.

007:059 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

007:060 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

008:001 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

008:002 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.

008:003 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.

008:004 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

008:005 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

008:006 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

008:007 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.

008:008 And there was great joy in that city.

008:009 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:

008:010 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.

008:011 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.

008:012 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

008:013 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.

008:014 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

008:015 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:

008:016 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

008:017 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

008:018 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,

008:019 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.

008:020 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.

008:021 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.

008:022 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.

008:023 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.

008:024 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the LORD for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.

008:025 And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.

008:026 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

008:027 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship,

008:028 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.

008:029 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.

008:030 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?

008:031 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.

008:032 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:

008:033 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

008:034 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?

008:035 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.

008:036 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?

008:037 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

008:038 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

008:039 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

008:040 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.

009:001 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,

009:002 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

009:003 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:

009:004 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

009:005 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

009:006 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

009:007 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

009:008 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.

009:009 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

009:010 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.

009:011 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

009:012 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.

009:013 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

009:014 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

009:015 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

009:016 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my names sake.

009:017 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

009:018 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

009:019 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.

009:020 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

009:021 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?

009:022 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

009:023 And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him:

009:024 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him.

009:025 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.

009:026 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.

009:027 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.

009:028 And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.

009:029 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.

009:030 Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.

009:031 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

009:032 And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda.

009:033 And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy.

009:034 And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.

009:035 And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.

009:036 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.

009:037 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber.

009:038 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them.

009:039 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.

009:040 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

009:041 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.

009:042 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.

009:043 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.

010:001 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,

010:002 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

010:003 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.

010:004 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.

010:005 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:

010:006 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

010:007 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually;

010:008 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa.

010:009 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:

010:010 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance,

010:011 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending upon him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth:

010:012 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.

010:013 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.

010:014 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.

010:015 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.

010:016 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

010:017 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simons house, and stood before the gate,

010:018 And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there.

010:019 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.

010:020 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.

010:021 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?

010:022 And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.

010:023 Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him.

010:024 And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and he had called together his kinsmen and near friends.

010:025 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him.

010:026 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man.

010:027 And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were come together.

010:028 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.

010:029 Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?

010:030 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing,

010:031 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God.

010:032 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee.

010:033 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.

010:034 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:

010:035 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.

010:036 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)

010:037 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;

010:038 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

010:039 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:

010:040 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;

010:041 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.

010:042 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.

010:043 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

010:044 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.

010:045 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

010:046 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,

010:047 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

010:048 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

011:001 And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God.

011:002 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him,

011:003 Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.

011:004 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them, saying,

011:005 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even to me:

011:006 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.

011:007 And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat.

011:008 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth.

011:009 But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.

011:010 And this was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven.

011:011 And, behold, immediately there were three men already come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me.

011:012 And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the mans house:

011:013 And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter;

011:014 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.

011:015 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.

011:016 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.

011:017 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?

011:018 When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.

011:019 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.

011:020 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the LORD Jesus.

011:021 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.

011:022 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.

011:023 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

011:024 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.

011:025 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:

011:026 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

011:027 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.

011:028 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.

011:029 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea:

011:030 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

012:001 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

012:002 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

012:003 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)

012:004 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.

012:005 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.

012:006 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison.

012:007 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.

012:008 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.

012:009 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.

012:010 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.

012:011 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the LORD hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.

012:012 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.

012:013 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda.

012:014 And when she knew Peters voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate.

012:015 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel.

012:016 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished.

012:017 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place.

012:018 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers, what was become of Peter.

012:019 And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to death. And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there abode.

012:020 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus the kings chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their country was nourished by the kings country.

012:021 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them.

012:022 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man.

012:023 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.

012:024 But the word of God grew and multiplied.

012:025 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark.

013:001 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

013:002 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

013:003 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

013:004 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

013:005 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.

013:006 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus:

013:007 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.

013:008 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.

013:009 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him.

013:010 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?

013:011 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand.

013:012 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.

013:013 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.

013:014 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down.

013:015 And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.

013:016 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience.

013:017 The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it.

013:018 And about the time of forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness.

013:019 And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he divided their land to them by lot.

013:020 And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet.

013:021 And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years.

013:022 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave their testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.

013:023 Of this mans seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:

013:024 When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.

013:025 And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose.

013:026 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.

013:027 For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him.

013:028 And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain.

013:029 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre.

013:030 But God raised him from the dead:

013:031 And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people.

013:032 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,

013:033 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.

013:034 And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David.

013:035 Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

013:036 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:

013:037 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.

013:038 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:

013:039 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

013:040 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets;

013:041 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.

013:042 And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath.

013:043 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.

013:044 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God.

013:045 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.

013:046 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

013:047 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

013:048 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

013:049 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region.

013:050 But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.

013:051 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.

013:052 And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

014:001 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.

014:002 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.

014:003 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

014:004 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles.

014:005 And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them,

014:006 They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about:

014:007 And there they preached the gospel.

014:008 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mothers womb, who never had walked:

014:009 The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,

014:010 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.

014:011 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.

014:012 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker.

014:013 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people.

014:014 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,

014:015 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:

014:016 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.

014:017 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.

014:018 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.

014:019 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

014:020 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

014:021 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,

014:022 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

014:023 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

014:024 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.

014:025 And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia:

014:026 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.

014:027 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.

014:028 And there they abode long time with the disciples.

015:001 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.

015:002 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.

015:003 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.

015:004 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.

015:005 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

015:006 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.

015:007 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

015:008 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;

015:009 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

015:010 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?

015:011 But we believe that through the grace of the LORD Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.

015:012 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.

015:013 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me:

015:014 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.

015:015 And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,

015:016 After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:

015:017 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

015:018 Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.

015:019 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God:

015:020 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.

015:021 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.

015:022 Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas and Silas, chief men among the brethren:

015:023 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia.

015:024 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:

015:025 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

015:026 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

015:027 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth.

015:028 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things;

015:029 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

015:030 So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle:

015:031 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation.

015:032 And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them.

015:033 And after they had tarried there a space, they were let go in peace from the brethren unto the apostles.

015:034 Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still.

015:035 Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

015:036 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the LORD, and see how they do.

015:037 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.

015:038 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.

015:039 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;

015:040 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.

015:041 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.

016:001 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:

016:002 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium.

016:003 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek.

016:004 And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.

016:005 And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.

016:006 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,

016:007 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.

016:008 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.

016:009 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.

016:010 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.

016:011 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis;

016:012 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days.

016:013 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither.

016:014 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

016:015 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.

016:016 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

016:017 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.

016:018 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.

016:019 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,

016:020 And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city,

016:021 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.

016:022 And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them.

016:023 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

016:024 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.

016:025 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

016:026 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every ones bands were loosed.

016:027 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

016:028 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

016:029 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

016:030 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

016:031 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

016:032 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

016:033 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

016:034 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.

016:035 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men go.

016:036 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and go in peace.

016:037 But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out.

016:038 And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans.

016:039 And they came and besought them, and brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the city.

016:040 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed.

017:001 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:

017:002 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,

017:003 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

017:004 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.

017:005 But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.

017:006 And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;

017:007 Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus.

017:008 And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things.

017:009 And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.

017:010 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

017:011 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

017:012 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.

017:013 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the people.

017:014 And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus abode there still.

017:015 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed.

017:016 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.

017:017 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him.

017:018 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.

017:019 And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is?

017:020 For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean.

017:021 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)

017:022 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.

017:023 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

017:024 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

017:025 Neither is worshipped with mens hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

017:026 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

017:027 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

017:028 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

017:029 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and mans device.

017:030 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

017:031 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

017:032 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.

017:033 So Paul departed from among them.

017:034 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

018:001 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;

018:002 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them.

018:003 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers.

018:004 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.

018:005 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.

018:006 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.

018:007 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain mans house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

018:008 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.

018:009 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:

018:010 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.

018:011 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.

018:012 And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat,

018:013 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.

018:014 And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you:

018:015 But if it be a question of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such matters.

018:016 And he drave them from the judgment seat.

018:017 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things.

018:018 And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow.

018:019 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews.

018:020 When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not;

018:021 But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.

018:022 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he went down to Antioch.

018:023 And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.

018:024 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.

018:025 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.

018:026 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.

018:027 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace:

018:028 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

019:001 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

019:002 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

019:003 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto Johns baptism.

019:004 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

019:005 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

019:006 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

019:007 And all the men were about twelve.

019:008 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.

019:009 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.

019:010 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

019:011 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:

019:012 So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.

019:013 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the LORD Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.

019:014 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so.

019:015 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?

019:016 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

019:017 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

019:018 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.

019:019 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

019:020 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

019:021 After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome.

019:022 So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season.

019:023 And the same time there arose no small stir about that way.

019:024 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen;

019:025 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth.

019:026 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands:

019:027 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.

019:028 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.

019:029 And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Pauls companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre.

019:030 And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, the disciples suffered him not.

019:031 And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, sent unto him, desiring him that he would not adventure himself into the theatre.

019:032 Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was confused: and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.

019:033 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defence unto the people.

019:034 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.

019:035 And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter?

019:036 Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly.

019:037 For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess.

019:038 Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are with him, have a matter against any man, the law is open, and there are deputies: let them implead one another.

019:039 But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful assembly.

019:040 For we are in danger to be called in question for this days uproar, there being no cause whereby we may give an account of this concourse.

019:041 And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly.

020:001 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia.

020:002 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece,

020:003 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia.

020:004 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.

020:005 These going before tarried for us at Troas.

020:006 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days.

020:007 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.

020:008 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.

020:009 And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.

020:010 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him.

020:011 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day, so he departed.

020:012 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.

020:013 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot.

020:014 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene.

020:015 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against Chios; and the next day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we came to Miletus.

020:016 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.

020:017 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.

020:018 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,

020:019 Serving the LORD with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:

020:020 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,

020:021 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

020:022 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:

020:023 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.

020:024 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

020:025 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.

020:026 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.

020:027 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.

020:028 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

020:029 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

020:030 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

020:031 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

020:032 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

020:033 I have coveted no mans silver, or gold, or apparel.

020:034 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.

020:035 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

020:036 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.

020:037 And they all wept sore, and fell on Pauls neck, and kissed him,

020:038 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.

021:001 And it came to pass, that after we were gotten from them, and had launched, we came with a straight course unto Coos, and the day following unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara:

021:002 And finding a ship sailing over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth.

021:003 Now when we had discovered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship was to unlade her burden.

021:004 And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.

021:005 And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

021:006 And when we had taken our leave one of another, we took ship; and they returned home again.

021:007 And when we had finished our course from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day.

021:008 And the next day we that were of Pauls company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.

021:009 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.

021:010 And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus.

021:011 And when he was come unto us, he took Pauls girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.

021:012 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem.

021:013 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.

021:014 And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.

021:015 And after those days we took up our carriages, and went up to Jerusalem.

021:016 There went with us also certain of the disciples of Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge.

021:017 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.

021:018 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.

021:019 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

021:020 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:

021:021 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs.

021:022 What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come.

021:023 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them;

021:024 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.

021:025 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.

021:026 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them.

021:027 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,

021:028 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place.

021:029 (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.)

021:030 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut.

021:031 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.

021:032 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto them: and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul.

021:033 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and commanded him to be bound with two chains; and demanded who he was, and what he had done.

021:034 And some cried one thing, some another, among the multitude: and when he could not know the certainty for the tumult, he commanded him to be carried into the castle.

021:035 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the people.

021:036 For the multitude of the people followed after, crying, Away with him.

021:037 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, he said unto the chief captain, May I speak unto thee? Who said, Canst thou speak Greek?

021:038 Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these days madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness four thousand men that were murderers?

021:039 But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people.

021:040 And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the people. And when there was made a great silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying,

022:001 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you.

022:002 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,)

022:003 I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

022:004 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.

022:005 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.

022:006 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.

022:007 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

022:008 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.

022:009 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me.

022:010 And I said, What shall I do, LORD? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

022:011 And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus.

022:012 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,

022:013 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him.

022:014 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

022:015 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.

022:016 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

022:017 And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance;

022:018 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.

022:019 And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:

022:020 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him.

022:021 And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.

022:022 And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.

022:023 And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air,

022:024 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him.

022:025 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?

022:026 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman.

022:027 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea.

022:028 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born.

022:029 Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.

022:030 On the morrow, because he would have known the certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him from his bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him before them.

023:001 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.

023:002 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth.

023:003 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?

023:004 And they that stood by said, Revilest thou Gods high priest?

023:005 Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.

023:006 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question.

023:007 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided.

023:008 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.

023:009 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God.

023:010 And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle.

023:011 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

023:012 And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul.

023:013 And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy.

023:014 And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said, We have bound ourselves under a great curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul.

023:015 Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you to morrow, as though ye would enquire something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him.

023:016 And when Pauls sisters son heard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul.

023:017 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he hath a certain thing to tell him.

023:018 So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner called me unto him, and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto thee.

023:019 Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that thou hast to tell me?

023:020 And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, as though they would enquire somewhat of him more perfectly.

023:021 But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, which have bound themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him: and now are they ready, looking for a promise from thee.

023:022 So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and charged him, See thou tell no man that thou hast shewed these things to me.

023:023 And he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the night;

023:024 And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor.

023:025 And he wrote a letter after this manner:

023:026 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix sendeth greeting.

023:027 This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been killed of them: then came I with an army, and rescued him, having understood that he was a Roman.

023:028 And when I would have known the cause wherefore they accused him, I brought him forth into their council:

023:029 Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds.

023:030 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had against him. Farewell.

023:031 Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris.

023:032 On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle:

023:033 Who, when they came to Caesarea and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before him.

023:034 And when the governor had read the letter, he asked of what province he was. And when he understood that he was of Cilicia;

023:035 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he commanded him to be kept in Herods judgment hall.

024:001 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul.

024:002 And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence,

024:003 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.

024:004 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few words.

024:005 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes:

024:006 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law.

024:007 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our hands,

024:008 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him.

024:009 And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were so.

024:010 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself:

024:011 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship.

024:012 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city:

024:013 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.

024:014 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:

024:015 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.

024:016 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void to offence toward God, and toward men.

024:017 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings.

024:018 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult.

024:019 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me.

024:020 Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the council,

024:021 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by you this day.

024:022 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter.

024:023 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him.

024:024 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.

024:025 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.

024:026 He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.

024:027 But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.

025:001 Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea to Jerusalem.

025:002 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him,

025:003 And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him.

025:004 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither.

025:005 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him.

025:006 And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.

025:007 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove.

025:008 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all.

025:009 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me?

025:010 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesars judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest.

025:011 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.

025:012 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go.

025:013 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus.

025:014 And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Pauls cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix:

025:015 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him.

025:016 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him.

025:017 Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth.

025:018 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed:

025:019 But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.

025:020 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters.

025:021 But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar.

025:022 Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him.

025:023 And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus commandment Paul was brought forth.

025:024 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought not to live any longer.

025:025 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him.

025:026 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write.

025:027 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him.

026:001 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:

026:002 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews:

026:003 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.

026:004 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;

026:005 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

026:006 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto our fathers:

026:007 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hopes sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

026:008 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

026:009 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

026:010 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

026:011 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

026:012 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,

026:013 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.

026:014 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

026:015 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

026:016 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

026:017 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

026:018 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

026:019 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:

026:020 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

026:021 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.

026:022 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:

026:023 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.

026:024 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.

026:025 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

026:026 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner.

026:027 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.

026:028 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

026:029 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

026:030 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them:

026:031 And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.

026:032 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.

027:001 And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus band.

027:002 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us.

027:003 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself.

027:004 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.

027:005 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.

027:006 And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein.


027:007 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone;

027:008 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea.

027:009 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them,

027:010 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives.

027:011 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul.

027:012 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.

027:013 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete.

027:014 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.

027:015 And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive.

027:016 And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat:

027:017 Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.

027:018 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the ship;

027:019 And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship.

027:020 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away.

027:021 But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.

027:022 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any mans life among you, but of the ship.

027:023 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,

027:024 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.

027:025 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.

027:026 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

027:027 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country;

027:028 And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms.

027:029 Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.

027:030 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship,

027:031 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.

027:032 Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.

027:033 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing.

027:034 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.

027:035 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat.

027:036 Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat.

027:037 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls.

027:038 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.

027:039 And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.

027:040 And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.

027:041 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves.

027:042 And the soldiers counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.

027:043 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:

027:044 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

028:001 And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita.

028:002 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.

028:003 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

028:004 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live.

028:005 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm.

028:006 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god.

028:007 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously.

028:008 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.

028:009 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed:

028:010 Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary.

028:011 And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux.

028:012 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days.

028:013 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli:

028:014 Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome.

028:015 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage.

028:016 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him.

028:017 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.

028:018 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in me.

028:019 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of.

028:020 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.

028:021 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee.

028:022 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against.

028:023 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.

028:024 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not.

028:025 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,

028:026 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:

028:027 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

028:028 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

028:029 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves.

028:030 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him,

028:031 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.
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